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Constable Program

Terry Jeanes, Program Chair

Neighbors Night Out... Tuesday October 6th Hosting a gathering? Please
email constable@gardenoaks.org to be added to the list for visiting law enforce-
ment to stop in. These gatherings range from a simple driveway get together
with everyone bringing their own beverage to full blown meals and covered
dishes. Whatever works best for you -- every gathering makes a difference in
getting to know your neighbors.

Reminder: New 2026 Contract Rates — Starting October 1st, 2026, our new
constable contract will cost $108,320. As of this writing, no one has volunteered
to lead the annual Fall Fundraiser, the Azalea Street Fest. This event raises
funds for the constable program and is essential to keeping our Constable
Program running. Who has the talent? Who has a desire to keep the Garden
Oaks Constable Program rolling? Email: president@gardenoaks.org or consta-
ble@gardenoaks.org. Volunteers are available to help, and we have a template
for the event .. .the key is a leader to get the fundraiser into gear!

Pay your dues via the form in the Gazette (snail mail) or pay online at garde-
noaks.org or via the QR code on the front page of the newsletter. Payment of at
least $300 per household will get you a GO Constable Supporter sign. That's a
mere 82 cents per day!

If you need a new sign, please email constable@gardenoaks.org. A roster of
current supporters is available at gardenoaks.org and is featured on our
monthly eblasts. Signage and stickers will be placed for all supporters of $300 &
higher. We do appreciate your patience in allowing time to have these installed
by our volunteers.

Constable Supporter Signs and Stickers are generally available at the Civic
Club meetings.

Upcoming Events

GOCC Meeting:

Sept 1, 7:00 pm

Great Heights Brewing
Speaker: Tom Shaughnessy, TX
Master Naturalist &

Beekeeper

Also: Meet District C CM Joe
Panzarella

Garden Club Meeting
Sept 10, 7 pm
Kroger on 43rd — 2nd floor

GOMO Meeting

Sept 14, 6:30 pm

1911 W. 34th

Trees for Houston Meeting

Pay Civic Club and/or
Constable Dues Here

Reminder: The Constable Program is paid only by residents’ contributions. There is no mandatory fee collected.

Pay your dues today. Why wait until you become a crime victim before contributing?

Become a Constable Program Supporter: https.//www.gardenoaks.org/go-constable/

Constable Dispatch: 713-755-7628

Sign up for Precinct One Crime Alerts: http://pct1constable.net/sign-up/crime-alerts/

Vacation Watch: http://pct1constable.net/sign-up/ vacation-watch/




2026 Garden Oaks Civic
Club CommUnity Partners

Thank you to the following neighbors and neighborhood busi-
nesses who are supporting our new CommUnity Partnership
Program for 2026.

If you/your business is interested in joining our annual pro-
gram, please email membership@gardenoaks.org.

Terry Jeanes, Led Well Realty
https://www.ledwellrealty.com/terry-jeanes

Third Coast Home & Commercial Services
https://thirdcoasthomeandcommercialservices.com/

Kat Abshire, Boulevard Realty
https://wwwyourblvd.com/agent/kat-abshire/

Geordie Hrdlicka, Verde Wealth Group
www.verdewealth.com

Nationwide Tools & Supplies
NationwideDist.com

Deanna Zugheri, Keller Williams Metropolitan
Gardenoakshomes.com

Great Heights Brewing Company
Ghbrewing.com

Frost Bank, 4406 N. Shepherd Dr.
https://locations/Frostbank.com/Houston/4606-n-shep-
herd-dr

Lazy Lane Restaurant

www.lazylanehouston.com

Class 101: College Planning Made Simple
https://www.class101.com/houstonheights

Article Submission Guidelines

1. MS Word or text document as an attachment (not
the body of the email), left justified, no headers or
footers. Keep formatting to a minimum.

2. Photos need to be sent separately. You may embed photos to
show where they go with the article but separate full size and
resolution photos must also be provided outside of the
document.

3. Articles should be titled. These can be as simple as the name
of the committee or the event, but a concise title should be

provided for all other articles.




Mickey's Minute
Mickey Morales

Greetings!

I have flown the coop! Allow me to explain. About this

time last year on August 11th, as | was walking a dog in the
Heights, a young lady I'd become acquainted with, out of
the blue asked me if | was single. Long story short, | was
convinced to go on a blind date with her mom the next
day. We married less than six months later. And | now live in
Jersey Village. Just as | side note, | did like all four foot eleven
and a-half inches of her right away when she bounced out
of her car wearing cargo pants, a t-shirt and a baseball cap
to a first date.

Not to worry though, | have no intention of leaving you
without a good breakfast on Saturday mornings, made with
free-range eggs and lots of love. Farmer Cathy and | were
able to move inside to the Decant Urban Winey tasting
room at the end of last summer, just before we finally suc-
cumbed to heat exhaustion after thirteen years working out
on the street. The ease of setup and comfort will keep us in
the game for a bit longer | suppose.

All of that being said, we hope y'all will continue to come
and reward our efforts.

And if you're new to the neighborhood or have been

living under a rock these past few years, Farmer Cathy and

| are the remnants of a much larger market that started on
Wakefield at the end of January 2012, and we like it that
way. Running a Farmer's Market is a lot like herding cats.
Decant Urban Winery is located at 948 Wakefield Drive, and
we are there every Saturday from around 9 until 1 pm. | own
Gourmet Familia, a local catering business, and sell breakfast
tacos and other goodies. Cathy owns Sullivan's Happy Heart
Family Farm in Damon, Texas. She sells true free-range eggs,
whatever sustainably grown veggies that can be coaxed out
of the ground along with farm-made jams, jellies, canned
goods, local honey and Texas olive oil.

As we always like to say, "Come soon, come often and bring
your appetite and imagination on what's for dinner".

Proud to support the neighborhood

Being a good neighbor means being there for my community. As your local
State Farm® agent, I'm ready to help whenever you need me. Give me a call.

Garden Oaks Resident and neighborhood business owner since 2011.

oo StateFarm-

Aitu Pham Taube
Agent
2015 W 34th St Ste D, Houston, TX 77018-6102

Bus: 713-682-3900
www.aitutaube.com

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.’

State Farm, Bloomington, IL




2026 DUES STATEMENT (January - December)

Civic Club membership is open to all residents. While membership is voluntary, you
must be a paid member to be eligible to vote on civic club matters. Constable Dues
are also voluntary and help pay for our Precinct One Constable Deputy on patrol.

Civic Club:
$ Individual Membership $50 ($25 for seniors 65+)
$ Community Household Membership $125

Constable Program:

$ Annual Constable Supporter $300 (w/yard signage)

Other:

$_ : Contribution to Beautification (maintain area green spaces)
$ Contribution to Garden Club (Friendship Garden Section 1)
$

Membership GO Kids $85
o TOTAL

Please mail this completed form along with your check payable to:
Garden Oaks Civic Club, P.O. Box 10273, Houston, TX 77206

-OR- Pay online at gardenoaks,org

Name:

Address:

Email: Phone:

O opt-in for monthly emails re: neighborhood news and meeting notices




Thanks from the Garden Oaks Community Garden

Caroline Stender, Community Garden volunteer

| want to thank the Garden Qaks Civic Club for its support of
the Garden Oaks Community Garden, a gem in our commu-
nity. The volunteer gardeners appreciate you paying both
the water and mowing expenses, which allows us to contin-
ue growing fresh organically grown produce for donation to
local food pantries (primarily St. Rose of Lima Food Pantry).
We recently received a letter of gratitude from the president
of St. Vincent de Paul Society for supporting their ministry of
helping those in need.

Our season has been bountiful, as shown in some recent
photos of produce we donated — and some photos show
happy (and sweaty) gardeners. Despite the heat, we are
currently producing eggplant, cucumbers, okra, peppers,
sweet potatoes, herbs, and ginger.

We have had many Boy Scout and Girl Scout troops earn
badges and do educational projects in the garden through-
out the years, and another Girl Scout troop will soon come
to the garden to earn outdoor, eco-focused merit badges.

We are at the garden frequently in the mornings and eve-
nings at this time of year, and we welcome you to visit or
come dig in the dirt if you like.

Life Changing Events

Advanced Cash Flow
Planning

Retirement Income &
Distribution Planning

v E R D E o ' ’ Insurance & Asset Protection

Tax Planning
info@verdewealth.com J.D.| LL.M. | CFP® MBA | CFP® | AEP®

713.929.3250 | verdewealth.com Garden Oaks Resident Estate Planning

Fee-Based Planning offered through Verde Wealth Group™, LLC a State Registered Investment Advisor. Third Party Money Management. Offered Through Valmark Advisers, Inc., a SEC Registered
Investment Advisor, Securities offered through Valmark Securities, Inc. Member FINRA, SIPC.130 Springside Drive, Suite 300 Akron, Ohio 44333-2431 1-800-765-5201. Verde Wealth Group™, LLCis a
separate entity from Valmark Securities, Inc. and Valmark Advisers, Inc. CFP Board owns the marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™, and CFP® (with plaque design) in the U.S.
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This is the sixth article in a series highlighting our various neighborhood pocket parks and the park captains who volunteer their

time.

The Berm & The Wedge (Randall at Durham & West 30th)

Pam Parks and Sean Jez

It is perhaps fitting that the Berm and Wedge appear later
in our series on neighborhood pocket parks. Unlike many
of the neighborhood’s green spaces, these two areas were
created relatively recently and developed for purposes that
extend beyond beautification. Located along the edges

of the subdivision near the North Loop and Durham, they
have played an important role in managing traffic while
also enhancing the neighborhood landscape.

The Wedge, a triangular green space between West 30th
Street and the North Loop access road, was created as a
byproduct of the construction of the Shepherd-Durham
split and the North Loop more than 50 years ago. In 2019,
several property owners began advocating for its inclusion
in neighborhood maintenance efforts, leading to regular
mowing and litter removal.

Across the street lies the Berm, formed in the 1990s when
Randall Street was closed to discourage the heavy cut-

through traffic that once sped through the neighborhood.
The closure successfully redirected traffic, but over the
years the Berm itself suffered repeated damage as vehicles
attempted to drive across it. These incidents resulted in the
loss of four mature maple trees, a neighborhood entrance
sign, and the irrigation system.

Restoration efforts began in 2018 with the clearing of
overgrowth and the rehabilitation of the irrigation system.
Replanting followed over the next several years, guided

by goals that would enhance both sustainability and the
neighborhood environment. New native plantings help
reduce water consumption, while fast-growing sweet-
gums and a sycamore have been added to replace the lost
maples. Together, these plantings create a more effective
visual and sound buffer from traffic along North Shepherd
and Durham.

(Continued on page 7)

TERRY JEANES
281-236-8033
TERRY@TERRYJEANES.COM

YOUR GARDEN OAKS NEIGHBORS
WITH 50 YEARS OF EXPERTISE

Community Minded. Client Focused. Trusted Advisors.

GINNY LEDWELL

281-635-7181
GINNY@LEDWELLREALTY.COM
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(Continued from page 6

Today, the Berm is largely restored, but a few projects re-
main on the community wish list. Future work may include
rebuilding the split-rail fence that once separated the side-
walk from the rock-filled drainage swale, adding a climbing
rose along the gravel path, and replacing several large trees
lost on the Wedge. These improvements will likely be under-
taken during volunteer workdays organized by park captain
Sean Jez.

Together, the Berm and the Wedge demonstrate how over-
looked spaces can be transformed into attractive neigh-
borhood assets—improving both the
appearance and livability of the commu-
nity while serving practical purposes as
well.

STILL FAMILY OWNED - SINCE 1964

By Appointment Only

@AK Mon. & Weds. - Friday
7:00 am - 6:00 pm
FOREST e
7:00am - 7:00 pm

VETERINARY Saturday & Sunday
HOSPITAL Closed

713.682.6351 OAKFORESTVET.COM

2120 West 34th Street, Between T.C. Jester and Ella

NEW CLIENTS RECEIVE $20 OFF FIRST VISIT
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0 OGRAMS FORYOU

Taking care of your breast health is important. And early
detection starts with your annual mammogram. That's
why Houston Methodist Breast Care Centers offer: .
= Innovative imaging technology - E

= Board-certified breast radiologists L
= Online scheduling available when you are '

= 13 convenient locations across Houston

v s SAM HOUSTON PIOWY.
Using cutting-edge breast screenings, such as 3D

mammograms, to detect even the smallest lumps with
accuracy, our breast experts have decades of experience
and are all here to support you. Pearland"
W. BROADWAY 51 )

That's the difference between practicing medicine and
leading it. For you.

*Pearland offers screening mammograms only

] ®
Met (dISt houstonmethodist.org/mammogram

LEADING MEDICINE 346.356.PINK (7465)




Heard Under the Oak Tree

Terry Jeanes
Welcome, New Neighbors!

Congratulations on joining our community. We look forward
to seeing you at a civic club meeting soon.

1063 West 43rd 777 Sue Barnett
843 West 41st 235 West 31st
713 Sue Barnett 503 West 33rd
424 West 30th 729 Sue Barnett
701 West 32nd 815 West 41st
423 West 32nd 935 Gardenia
224 West 30th 818 Lamonte
1038 Lamonte 207 West 33rd
846 West 43rd 336 West 32nd }
3110 Randall e e P LS,
Out and About
Happy Birthday Great school year wishes to all Garden Oaks Students
Gretchen S 10th whether trekking off to college campuses afar or the
Sylvia Escobedo 16th school-agers going off to PreK on up through High
Jacopo W 20th School.
Allison Mattingly 21st The Shamblen family made a quick trip to Wimberley
Candice Crocker 25th prior to school start. Carrie Shamblen also had a quick
Belated to Jaime Zamora (August 12th) New Orleans trip. The Salches had a relaxing stay in
Livingston with great friends and then a trip to Ala-
Happy Anniversary bama to close out the summer. Kathy Silver headed to
North Carolina, visiting friends and enjoying some great
Trent & Megan Salch 5th hiking. Gina & John Greenslate enjoyed St Thomas & St
Mike & Diane Heath 7th John in the Virgin Islands. Terry Jeanes, along with her
Phil Ramirez & Gina Pecoraro 7th daughter and 2 granddaughters, enjoyed a cruise to
Kristine Tolentino & John Magsipok 18th Cozumel.

Reese Sherber had a great time at Texas A&M Volleyball
Camp. Katelyn & Brian Vogel headed to Vegas and saw

Julie Sherber on her career anniversary, 30 years in the travel the Backstreet Boys.

industry.
A Residential
/A Remodeling

Special Thoughts for -

(1 Custom
Home
Katy Kyle and her family in the loss of Katy's dad. Building

And for Robert & Amanda Carlin in the recent loss of Robert's CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
mother. ; . .

Congratulations to:

¢
—

CHRIS AND MATT SCHMIDT
Family owned and operated since 2006
www.SCMTexas.com
To highlight an event, celebration or other tidbit, please submit information no later than the 13th of the month to
Terry Jeanes at terry@terryjeanes.com
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Garden Oaks Civic Club Minutes

Bill Shaughnessy, GOCC Secretary

Tuesday, August 4, 2026 @ Great Heights Brewing
Attendance: 24

The meeting was called to order at 7:14PM by Vice President
Dillon Baker.

A motion was made by Dillon to accept the July 2026 meet
ng minutes as published in the August 2026 Gazette. The motion
was seconded and approved.

With respect to the new residents committee, Dillon stated that
there are now 6 volunteers who will be working on the commit-
tee. The committee will be headed by President Mike Stephens.
If anyone else would like to be a member, contact Mike, whose
contact info is in the Gazette. Dillon also announced that Fajita
Pete’s will be hosting a Garden Oaks spirit day (11:00AM-8:30PM)
on September 7th. 15% of all sales will benefit the civic club.

Vonn Albright, the Constituent Services Director for City Council
Member Joe Panzarella (District C) was present and let us know
that the contact information for CM District C remains the same
as it was when Abbie Kamin was in office. She also encouraged
constituents to sign up for their newsletter to keep informed

about news events in the area, as well as information pertaining

to emergency situations such as flooding and other severe weath-
er events. She stated that there will be a District C*100 Days Town
Hall”on September 19th at 10:00AM at the Metropolitan “West
Gray”Service Center at 1475 W. Gray.

Thomas Wheaton, Director of Communications for CM Mario
Castillo's office (District H), announced that there will be a virtual
meeting to discuss the benefits of historical designations for prop-
erties. Thomas pointed out that there is currently a pause on new
gas station permits in order to help evaluate how all the new gas
stations/convenience stores are affecting the neighborhoods. He
also stated that there will be 9 Town Halls over the next year.

Coby Johnston, District Laison for Texas State Representative Pen-
ny Morales Shaw, stated that there are 3 command centers set up
in the area to assist residents (and pets!) in the case of emergency
events, like flooding, hurricanes, or other disasters.

Amanda LaBrie introduced herself as a candidate for Texas House
of Representatives District 148.

This month’s guest speaker was Philippa Johnstone, a Gulf Coast
regional expert in ecology, natural resources, and wildlife habitat.
Her presentation focused on supporting local wildlife through

gardening, specifically by attracting pollinators through planting

(Continued on page 11)

The Pribble Group
Where real estate goes beyond the home

As along time neighbor and area
' expert, we thank you for your
support and look forward to
continuing to serve our
community.

Top 1.5% Nationwide
Keller Williams Top 20
HAR Top 20 under 40
Top Producer 2016-2024
Client experience rating:

Learn more:
= .
Your neighborhood expert. * Market prep approach
* Qur staging and design
bwph,ame Pribble e Trusted contractors
713.542.1730 »
U pribble@pribblegroup.com » Off market opportunities
www.pribblegroup.com o And MORE!
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(Continued from page 10)

native, non-invasive plants. One key goal in native plant garden-
ing is to try to ensure your garden contains at least 70% native
plants. She can be reached by email at gulfcoastecodesigns@
gmail.com or visit her website at www.gulfcoastecologicaldesigns.
com

Oak Forest resident Adrien Moschenberg provided information
about the upcoming renovations that will take place at the Amer-
ican Legion Park. Through the Let’s Play Houston program, the

park has been earmarked to receive $2.4 million for park upgrades,

which will include new playground equipment, ballpark improve-
ments, and a walking trail. Work will begin in late 2027.

Beautification Chair Pam Parks noted that there is repair work
being done to the irrigation system at the rose garden.

Constable Chair Terry Jeanes stated that the new deputy for our
constable patrol is Deputy Pennie, and he will likely attend next
month’s civic club meeting. She also declared the urgency for

a committee chair to head up the Azalea Street Festival, which
raises approximately $30,000 each year that goes toward the
yearly fee for the constable program. The yearly cost of next year's
constable patrol increased to $108,320, which reflects an 8.8%
increase over the prior year.

James Elmore, GOMO President, stated that the annual GOMO

meeting will be on October 12th (place and time TBD). GOMO
board member elections will be taking place at this meeting. He
also informed the group that much progress has been made in
revising the by-laws, and they hope to be approved very soon.

Garden Club President Chris Lindsay notified attendees that the
upcoming meeting will be next Thursday at the Kroger commu-
nity room. Plans for updating the Friendship Garden are currently
underway.

Dillon announced that the next meeting will be on Tuesday,
September 1st. The guest speaker at this meeting will be Tom
Shaughnessy, a Texas Master Naturalist, beekeeper, and Certified
Interpretive Guide, amongst many other things. All are encour-
aged to attend this sure to be sensational event. Also, newly
elected District C City Council Member Joe Panzarella will be
attending.

A motion was made to acknowledge the excellent job Dillon did
in conducting this night’s meeting. The motion was enthusiasti-
cally seconded and approved.

The meeting was adjourned by Dillon at 8:34PM.

Garden Oaks Pickleball Court

Tony Padon, Section 3 resident

The Garden Oaks Montessori beginner tennis court in the Rick Englert Spark Park
now also has pickleball court lines and is the perfect size pickleball court. Two
years ago, | paid to have the net posts and the net replaced. | have now added the

pickleball court lines (again).

It has wonderful shade from a beautiful oak tree in summer mornings until about
10:30 am and is open to the public while school is out for the summer. Rick En-
glert was a friend of mine, and | know he would be proud to see it. I'm trying to

improve my neighborhood a little at a time.

J

H
B|D

‘:.‘f ‘-“

NEw HOMES
RE-DESIGNS
RENDOVATIONS
CosT+ PLANS
D-1-Y CONSULTING

SERVING GARDEN OAKS
FOR FOUR DECADES

71 3.,695.700%7

HARRYJAMESBUILDER.COM
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GOMO Update
James Elmore, GOMO President

The GOMO Board of Directors and | want to thank you for taking
the time to read the Gazette and being an active member of our
community.

[tis again time to announce the GOMO Annual Meeting of the
Members. The meeting will be held at St. Matthews United Meth-
odist Church at the corner of N. Shepherd and W 43rd at 7:00 pm
on October 12, 2026.

The primary functions of the meeting are as follows:
Inform the Members as to Board activity and plans

We are pleased to announce that we have hired Heather Cook
with Randle Law Office Ltd,, L.L.P as our new Attorney to help
GOMO re-establish itself as a Property Owners Association under
Section 204 under the Texas Property Code. An outline of steps
which conforms to State requirements to accomplish this is as
follows:

1. Amend current Bylaws to Support the Current Legal Status
2. File Notice of Formation of Petition Committee.

3. Collect Required Owner Signatures.

4. Close the Petition Period.

5. Circulate Funding Amendment (Amendment B).

6. Survey Owners on Potential Deed Restriction Amendments.

7. Evaluate Owner Feedback and Determine Need For Further
Amendments

8. Amend DRs

9. Amend Bylaws to reflect new Status as a POA.

Election of Board Directors for expired terms and vacancies

Per our Bylaws, member Sections 1, 2, 3, & 5 are to have three
elected Board Directors to represent their section. These positions
are for 3-year staggered terms. The four terms noted below as
(2026) are expiring this year. There are two additional positions
that are currently vacant to be filled that expire in 2028. These po-
sitions are elected by members of their respective Sections. Here
is a recap of current Directors with expiring and vacant positions
that will be voted on by members of each separate section.

Section 1: James Elmore (2026), Sara Miller (2027) , Vacant
(2028)
Section 2:  Matt Friemel (2026), Paul Vincent (2027), Brenda

deAlba (2028)

Section 3: Bob Fogleson (2026), Stuart Arouty (2027), Vacant
(2028)

Section 5: Vacant (2026), Nick Hosn (2027), Pam Parks (2028)

(Continued on page 13)

Don’t stop
looking for your
dream home.

From refinancing to a new home purchase, our

mortgage experts will guide you through every

step of the process. To get started, apply online
today at trustmark.com/mortgage.

Christina Gobe
L.oan Originator
5799 San g
Housto

NMLS# 179895

Trustmark
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(Continued from page 12) HOUSTON HEIGHTS

Remodeling

Handyman

Vote on actions that require approval of the Member-
ship

GOMO came into existence as a mandatory POA in 2003
through an amendment to the deed restrictions. In 2018
The courts ruled that GOMO was not correctly procedur-

O Online

b} i
HOUSTONHEIGHTSHELPERS.COM Schedullng
ally created. The short version is that GOMO still exists,

713-775-2651 (2 s
= [ ]
Payment
has approximately $300,000, but cannot operate fully as

a POA and fulfill its mission statement. More details surrounding
this history are available on the GOMO website.

Adoption of these Bylaw changes requires voter approval by the
Membership. A link to the verbatim proposed revised Bylaws and
The first step to properly reestablish GOMO as a fully operational a detailed recap of the changes are
Property Owners Association is to adopt Bylaws that are con- available at https://www.gardenoaks.
sistent with current state laws and GOMO's current legal status. org/gomo-annual-meeting-2026/
With frequent changes by the Texas Legislature, bylaws should be  Or scan QR code to the right
reviewed and possibly amended every several years. Our current

bylaws date from 2014,

Kat COMPASS
Abshire

Realtor®

Looking to buy or sell? I'm here to listen to your wants and
needs, walk you through the process, and get you the best
deal possible.

Not only am I well informed when it comes to your hyper-
local real estate market, I'm also backed by a staff of
specialized professionals—inlcuding an Interior Designer,
Construction Project Manager, and Marketing Team—
dedicated to helping me help you.

If you're considering making a move, experience the Abshire
difference.

Get in touch
832.518.0684 | kat@katabshire.com
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Are you Helping or Harming

MONARCH BUTTERFLIES?

Submitted by Chris Lindsay, Garden Club President, but the article was written by Nancy Denmark who

has given us permission to reprint it.

What's wrong with tropical milkweed you ask? Let us count the
ways.

The collective scientific research on TROPICAL MILKWEED - As-
clepias curassavica is telling us one thing - it's bad for Monarchs.
1) It leads to less-optimal wing development for long-distance
flight; 2) it makes monarchs want to become reproductive, even
if they are migrants; 3) it increases local and migratory population
levels of Ophryocystis elektroscirrha (OE), which we already know
hinders migration potential; and 4) it reduces their flying ability!

*Tropical milkweed leads to extremely high OE levels in areas
where it persists year-round, and there is evidence that this
happens even if the milkweed is cut back periodically. OEisa
single-celled organism known as a protozoan. It must live within
a host to grow and multiply. When not inside a host, OF survives
in the environment as spores, which are resistant to extreme
conditions. These spores get attached to the Monarch's abdomen
when it is feeding on the plant and thus gets spread.

*OE infected monarch larvae that feed on tropical milkweed tend
to live longer as (infected) adults, thereby spreading the infection
longer.

*Tropical Milkweed increases reproductivity in Monarchs, causing
hyperbreeding in cesspools of OF infection overwintering sites.
This causes OE infected populations to breed more extensively
thus increasing spreading of OE.

*Monarch larvae that feed on tropical milkweed are less likely to
develop into adults in the migratory state of reproductive dia-
pause (they tend to develop into breeders).

*Fall migrating monarchs that encounter tropical milkweed are
more likely to be in reproductive condition (eggs and mating,
etc.), suggesting the tropical milkweed is luring these migrants
out of the fall journey to Mexico and turning them into breeders.

*Migrating female monarchs that encounter tropical milkweed are

more likely to begin developing eggs internally (getting ready for
reproduction).

*Monarchs that feed on tropical milkweed have paler orange
pigment, which is a known sign of poor migration potential.

*Monarchs that feed on tropical milkweed have less-elongated
forewings, which is not optimal for migration (successful migrants
have elongated wings).

Tropical Milkweed

*Monarchs that feed on tropical milkweed have thinner wings,
which would be more prone to damage during migration (any
damage during migration is fatal).

*Monarchs that feed on tropical milkweed don't fly as far as those
that host on native milkweeds.

*Monarchs that feed on tropical milkweed have higher metabolic
rates, which is not conducive for long-distance migration.

Monarch OF infection rates have exploded since NGOs (Non-Gov-
ernmental Organizations) promoted the discussion of Monarchs
being threatened and recommended people get involved by
planting milkweed (Tropical Milkweed) and captive rearing. The
explosion in infection rates correlates to the beginning of these
public campaigns and has worsened with greater public aware-
ness and involvement.

What can you do to help the Monarch?

If you have tropical milkweed in your garden, REMOVE IT, NOW!
The Eastern monarch butterflies migrating south to Mexico will be
coming through Texas and the Houston area in mid-September
through October.

Plant nectar plants for the Monarch butterflies, such as: Mistflower,
Gregg's Blue Mistflower, Mexican sunflower and Asters.

Plant native milkweed plants that are suited to our Houston
climate such as: Aquatic Milkweed (Asclepias perennis); Green
Milkweed (Asclepias viridis); Butterfly Weed (Asclepias tuberosa).
These species of milkweed can be found at Houston Audubon Na-
tive Nursery, Joshua's Native Plants and Buchanan's Native Plants.
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Why Does My Furnace Smell Like. . .7

Auggie Reyes, owner of AirWise

You turn on your furnace for the first time and, like every year, you
wonder, “What's that smell coming out of my furnace?” Let's focus
on those various smells.

BURNT DUST - What you smell is exactly what it is, and it's
completely normal. Remember, your furnace has been unused

for nearly a year, and dust will naturally build up on the different
components. When you turn on your furnace for the first time,
dust accumulated on the heat exchanger burns off. Then that
temporary burning smell flows through your ducts. While it isn't
the most attractive scent while you settle in for your first cozy
autumn evening, there’s no need to be alarmed. It should last only
a little while.

If you'd like to avoid this smell altogether, schedule a tune-up
so that your A/C system - which includes your furnace - will be
cleaned prior to its use.

BURNING METALLIC SMELL - There are different reasons why your
furnace might experience problems. In particular, your blower
motor can overheat and begin to give off a burning metallic smell.
If you become aware of this odor coming from your furnace,
contact your A/C service technician so he can inspect your system
and fix the problem.

If your furnace continues to give off smells

Unless you're using your furnace for the first time, it should not
produce any strange smells. Here are two other actions you can
do to alleviate unwanted odors.

Change your air filter

Once the inside of your heater has been cleaned, the next possi-
ble cause of unwanted smells could be a dirty air filter. Locate the
filter in the return air vent to see if it's dirty. The dust and debris
collected on it will pass through the ducts and exit through the
vents. To eliminate that, simply replace the dirty filter with a clean
one and you're set. You are replacing your filter every month,
right?

Check the ducts

Lastly, if your heater is clean and the filter has been replaced,
check your duct system for any dust and debris that has settled in
them. A simple vacuum by a professional duct-cleaning company
will take care of any excess dust and leave your system ready for
the fall and winter.

Here's what our customers are saying about us:

“Never thought an A/G repair
wnuld 'It mv I“"Iget ” Brianna C., Shepherd Forest

% % % % % “Impressed that Air Wise showed up in the time
window I requested. The previous A/C company never showed
up. The technician was honest and didn't try to upsell me.

Auggie Reyes, owner of
Air Wise

License #TACLA020081C « Regulated by the Texas Dept. of Licensing & Regulation

"I never thought an A/C repair was going to fit within my bud-
get. I feel like I got the best price from Air Wise after I called
other A/C companies to get a quote for the same repair. ”

Finance options available. Call us for details.

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

Wise 713/231-2222

Service checks * Full installs
Emergency service day & night
www.airwisehouston.com




SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT
. 2 3 4 5
GOCC Meeting
7 pm FarmStand
9am to Tpm
Garbage 948 Wakefield
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
’\(;.‘ardfan CI.Ub FarmStand
Yard Waste, Garbage eeting 7:00 9am to 1Tpm
Labor Day & Recycling 948 Wakefield
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
GOMO Meeting FarmStand
6:30 9am to Tpm
Garbage 948 Wakefield
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
FarmStand
Garbage 9am to Tpm
& Recycling 948 Wakefield
27 28 29 30
Garbage

lew

metropolitan  lkw.

KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY

uxugr vowes  CLEEMIS - 20
“ FEATURED
LISTINGS!

' T, e CALL ME ABOUT THESE
: J ‘ | OR OTHER GREAT LISTINGS

IN GARDEN OAKS!

DEANNA

ZonUENGE HERERER:

GARDENOAKSHOMES.COM

"I KNOW GARDEN OAKS
AND THE VALUE OF
YOUR PROPERTY."

Deanna@GardenOaksHomes com~ 281.658.4514




