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Gazette
The newsletter of the Garden Oaks Civic Club

May 2026                           Volume 48  Issue 05 

Pay Civic Club and/or 
Constable Dues Here

Upcoming Events

GOCC Meeting:
May 5, 7 pm
Great Heights Brewing
Speaker: Efforts to save Garden 
Oaks Theater: Maureen Mc-
Namara , Director,
Arthouse Houston.

GOMO Meeting
May 11, 6:30 pm
Trees for Houston Mtg Room
1911 W. 34th

Garden Club Meeting
May 14 , 6:30 pm
Gazebo Park - plant exchange

This is the second in a series of articles to highlight the various parks and green spaces 
we have in Garden Oaks, featuring the park captains and others who volunteer their 
time. 

Gazebo Park 
Lauren Ewald, Park Captain and Brenda de Alba, historian 

My name is Lauren Ewald, and I am a recently involved caretaker of the Gazebo 
Park at 42nd St and Sue Barnett. Not long after we moved to the neighborhood 
in May 2024, Pam Parks stopped by to ask about leaving some trimmings in my 
yard waste pile, and after discovering our shared love of gardening and the out-
doors, I ended up volunteering to be the park captain. It helps that I can see the 
park from my living room windows! 

Gazebo Park is probably one of the more visited parks in Garden Oaks. We often 
see kids playing in the gazebo or on the swing, and our dogs certainly let us 
know when other dogs are visiting the park as well. We always look forward to 
hosting Santa and Mrs. Claus each Christmas and seeing how the neighborhood 
kids grow from year to year. 

Last year we planted three birch trees and two loblolly pines after losing a few 
trees during the 2024 storms. (When N. Shepherd was completely rebuilt in 
the late 1980s, the highway department transplanted crape myrtles from N. 
Shepherd to the Gazebo Park.  Three of these beauties were knocked over in the 
Derecho. Our attempt to save two of them continues.) 

We also added two new flower beds with native milkweed in hopes of attracting 
more monarch butterflies to the area. Recently, we reached peak azalea bloom, 
and it was so beautiful to see the bushes absolutely covered in pink flowers. Our 
young son is also the self-appointed trash collector for the park and takes his 
beautification job very seriously. (Continued on page 3)
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Civic Club Officers
 

President – Mike Stephens                             303.886.1870
		                          president@gardenoaks.org

 Vice President –  Dillon Baker                         
                                               vicepresident@gardenoaks.org

 Treasurer – Brian Rabe            
		                            treasurer@gardenoaks.org

 Secretary – Bill Shaughnessy                        713-504-8336                 
                                                        secretary@gardenoaks.org

 
Committee Chairs

 Beautification – Pam Parks                              713 686 7728
                                               beautification@gardenoaks.org

 Constable Program - Terry Jeanes
     	                                                                    281 236 8033                                
                                                       constable@gardenoaks.org

 Membership – Dian Austin                             713 691 6505
                                                 membership@gardenoaks.org

 Webmaster – Pam Parks                                   713 686 7728
	                                      webmaster@gardenoaks.org

 Social Events -                                                                                                                                                
                                                         goSocial@gardenoaks.org

 Gazette Contacts
 Editor – Christi Hartley                                    806-319-0853
		                               gazette@gardenoaks.org

 Advertising Director – Brenda de Alba	
                                                                                 713-705-0886
	                                      gazetteads@gardenoaks.org

 Delivery Coordinator – Angela Winston	
                                                                                 832-656-8648
	                             gazettedelivery@gardenoaks.org

Other Contacts

 Garden Club                           gardenclub@gardenoaks.org

 GO Kids                                             gokids@gardenoaks.org

 The Garden Oaks Gazette is the official publication of the Garden  Oaks 
Civic Club and is published monthly. The submission deadline to the editor 

is 11:59 PM of the 15th of each month for publication the next month unless 
otherwise noted.

Publication of any article or letter does not imply endorsement by the Gar-
den Oaks Civic Club and is solely the opinion of the author.

Article Submission Guidelines
 1. MS Word or text document as an attachment (not
 the body of the email), left justified, no headers or
 footers. Keep formatting to a minimum.

 2. Photos need to be sent separately. You may embed photos to 
show where they go with the article but separate full size and 
resolution photos must also   be provided outside of the 
document.

 3. Articles should be titled. These can be as simple as the name 
of the committee or the event, but a concise title should be 
provided for all other articles.       

2026 Garden Oaks Civic 
Club CommUnity Partners
Thank you to the following neighbors and neighborhood busi-
nesses who are supporting our new CommUnity Partnership 
Program for 2026.  
If you/your business is interested in joining our annual pro-
gram, please email membership@gardenoaks.org.

Terry Jeanes, Led Well Realty
https://www.ledwellrealty.com/terry-jeanes

Third Coast Home & Commercial Services
https://thirdcoasthomeandcommercialservices.com/

Kat Abshire, Boulevard Realty
https://wwwyourblvd.com/agent/kat-abshire/

Geordie Hrdlicka, Verde Wealth Group
www.verdewealth.com

Nationwide Tools & Supplies
NationwideDist.com

Deanna Zugheri, Keller Williams Metropolitan
Gardenoakshomes.com

Great Heights Brewing Company
Ghbrewing.com

Frost Bank, 4406 N. Shepherd Dr.
https://locations/Frostbank.com/Houston/4606-n-shep-
herd-dr

Lazy Lane Restaurant
www.lazylanehouston.com

Class 101: College Planning Made Simple
https://www.class101.com/houstonheights
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I am grateful for this park right outside my front door and 
love to see many other neighbors benefiting from it as well. 

Here’s a bit of Gazebo History, provided by Brenda de Alba, 
previous Beautification Chair and historian:  

The original gazebo was funded by long-time GO neighbor, 
Earl Dragics, in memory of his wife, son, and grandson in 
1995.  Harry James Building & Design provided the labor to 
do the construction. When the original gazebo fell into dis-
repair in the early 2010s, Harry James stepped forward again 
to build the current structure. Most recently, Ava Kirkpatrick 
completed her Girl Scout Gold project in 2021 to update 
and repaint the Gazebo, benches and install a board game. 

Keeping the park beautiful happens only with a mix of vol-
unteers and our maintenance crew. This lovely green space 
has hosted weddings, birthday parties, Neighbors Night Out 
gatherings, and Santa in the Park. 

(Continued from page 1)
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2026 DUES STATEMENT (January – December) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Individual Membership $50 ($25 for seniors 65+) 
 
Community Household Membership $125 
 
 
 
Annual Constable Supporter $300 (w/yard signage) 
 
 

  Other: 
 
  $____ _______     Contribution to Beautification (maintain area green spaces) 

Contribution to Garden Club (Friendship Garden Section 1) 

Membership GO Kids $85 
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Constable Statistics March 2026
Data are provided monthly for the contract with the Harris County Precinct One Constable deputy who patrols Garden 
Oaks.  The number of responses is shown for each category.

Alarm Local – 3 

Animal humane - 1 

Arson Fire – 1 

Check Park, School, Business, Church, Parking Lot – 19 

Civil Process - 5 

Contract Check – 217 

Criminal Mischief  - 1 

Disturbance Loud Noise – 1 

Follow Up – 5 

Information Call - 2 

Meet the Citizen – 44 

Mental Health Check – 1 

Open Door/Window - 1 

Property Found/Lost - 1 

Solicitor - 1 

Stationary Visibility Patrol - 12 

Suspicious Person/Vehicle - 9 

Theft Other - 1 

Traffic Initiative -3 

Traffic Stop - 1 

Vacation Watch – 17 

Vehicle Stolen - 1 

Welfare Check - 1 
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Around the Corner in the 
Heart of Garden Oaks

713.301.4054
WWW.CRESTONANDHOLLY.COM
2902 N. Shepherd Drive, Suite F

CRESTON INDERRIEDEN
BROKER ASSOCIATE
creston@realtyofamerica.com
713.301.4054
@creston_inderrieden

RESPONSIVE REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

HOLLY INDERRIEDEN
REALTOR®
holly@realtyofamerica.com
832.477.7871
@hollyindy

Constable Program    
Terry Jeanes, Program Chair   

2025 - 2026 Contract Our Constable contract cost is $99,950 
annually, so funds are very important. We need you as annual 
supporters and also supporting our fundraisers as well as the 
sponsors and vendors who support us. 

Pay your dues via the form in the Gazette (snail mail) or pay 
online at gardenoaks.org or via the QR code on the front page.  
Payment of at least $300 will get a GO Constable Supporter sign.   

If you need a new sign, please email constable@gardenoaks.org.   

Constable Supporter Signs and Stickers are generally available at 
the Civic Club meetings.  

Reminder:  The Constable Program is paid only by residents’ con-
tributions.  There is no mandatory fee collected.   

Pay your dues today.  Why wait until you become a crime victim 
before contributing? 

Become a Constable Program Supporter:  https://www.garde-
noaks.org/go-constable/ 

Constable Dispatch: 713-755-7628 

Sign up for Precinct One Crime Alerts: http://pct1constable.net/
sign-up/crime-alerts/ 

Vacation Watch: http://pct1constable.net/sign-up/ vaca-
tion-watch/ 

Stay Tuned to this article next month for a patrol announcement. Kudos to our volunteer team doing an amaz-
ing job of updating supporter signage & annual stickers. Bravo Jeremy Williams, David Fuentes, Kryztal Vasquez, 
Betsy Stein, & Amanda Carlin. Dian Austin, well done on the roster updates.  
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Welcome, New Neighbors!

Congratulations on joining our community. We look for-
ward to seeing you at a civic club meeting soon.

To highlight an event, celebration or other tidbit, please submit information no later than the 13th of the month to 
Terry Jeanes at terry@terryjeanes.com

1062 West 41st 
1034 West 43rd 
923 West 41st 
717 West 30th  
1415 Sue Barnett 
943 West 43rd 
827 West 43rd 
520 West 30th  
915 West 42nd 

725 West 41st 
323 West 33rd 
834 West 41st 
3003 Randall 
1054 Lamonte 
863 West 42nd 
1032 West 41st 
710 Sue Barnett 

Happy Birthday

Happy Anniversary

Out and About 

The Sherber family enjoyed the close out of Rodeo with 
the CoJo Concert. It was Breeders Greeters Buyers Group 
brunch, the Steer Auction, and Rodeo Finals for Terry 
Jeanes & Patrick Kelley. The whole McLean clan enjoyed 
Mexico City as well as a week of skiing in Montana. Elisa 
Cuellar enjoyed a fabulous trip to Japan. It was a full cel-
ebration of Bellaire Class of 76 50th High School Reunion 
for Terry Jeanes.   

Cindy & John Bartos enjoyed a trip to the Audubon 
Center at Rowe Sanctuary in Gibbon, Nebraska, seeing 
about 400000 Sandhill Cranes coming to spend the night 
on the Platte River. Jason Cunningham (accompanied 
by Alisha) had a successful book signing at the National 
Museum of the Pacific War (Nimitz Museum) in Freder-
icksburg. Doug & Julie Mischlich visited the Ft Sumter 
Historical Site.  It was some Port A fishing, beach time, 
surf time, and chill time for the Zindler-Feit family.   

Heard Under the Oak Tree 
Terry Jeanes

Cheryl McCosh 1st  
Christopher K. 5th 
Linda Sparks 8th 
Ryan W. 9th 
Victor Seghers 20th 
Riley T. 22nd 

Amelie P. 24th 
Lauren S. 24th 
Shannon Miller 31st 
Rowan S. 31st 

Victor and Deb Seghers 3rd 
Rusty and Linda Reichle 10th 
Jason and Alisha Cunningham 16th 

Congratulations to: 

Addie Perry will be going to the University of Texas 
this fall. Lillie Eoff placed 2nd in her 800-meter run 
with her Frank Black Middle School Team & the 
team earned 2nd place in District. Morgan Sham-
blen was confirmed in the Catholic Church. Alex 
Feit is headed to the University of Tennessee as an 
Engineering Honors student, studying Biomedical 
Engineering with a focus on sports performance. 
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Garden Oaks Civic Club Minutes
Bill Shaughnessy, GOCC Secretary

(Continued on page 11)

Tuesday, April 7, 2026 @ Great Heights Brewing 

Attendance: 31 

The meeting was called to order at 7:15pm by President 
Mike Stephens. 

A motion was made by Mike to accept the March 2026 
meeting minutes as published in the April 2026 Gazette.  
The motion was seconded and approved.  

The civic club welcomed Representative Sylvia Garcia as this 
month’s guest speaker.  Ms. Garcia currently serves as the 
representative for U.S. House of Representatives District 29, 
which will include all of Garden Oaks after the November 
2026 midterm elections.  Ms. Garcia spoke of her time in 
congress and highlighted her ambition for all constituents 
to call her office to voice their concerns and requests re-
garding current or future legislation.  She then took ques-
tions from the meeting attendees, specifically addressing 
concerns regarding the SAVE Act.  She also stated that she’s 
more about retaining fundamental human values rather 

than choosing partisan sides.  She then gave a brief expla-
nation covering the gerrymandering of the new district 
layout for Districts 19, 29, and the “new” 9 which replaces 
97% of the original District 9. 

Treasurer Brian Rabe and GOMO President James Elmore an-
nounced that the new neighborhood signs are ready to be 
installed.  The installations will take place over the next few 
weeks, beginning in Section 1.  There is a total of 10 signs, 
each one weighing 300lbs.  

Wendy Novoa, Constituent Engagement Coordinator for 
District H Council Member Mario Castillo, introduced herself 
and announced that there is a new hot line number to call 
(832-394-1453) for issues relating to solid waste collection 
delays.  She also stated that there will be a town hall meet-
ing to discuss the city budget on May 16th.  There will be 
a shred date for District H at 9:00AM on May 30th, and a 
virtual town hall coming up.  Date and time are still to be 
determined. 

Jacob Mata, Communications Manager for District C Coun-
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(Continued from page 10)

cil Member Abbie Kamin’s office, re-iterated what Wendy 
stated about the solid waste hotline and announced that 
the final rain barrel giveaway during Ms. Kamin’s tenure will 
take place on April 18th. 

Mike chirped that the Wakefield Shuffle will be on April 19. 
Event chairperson Paige Lujan said the Shuffle will be from 
3:00-6:00PM and will include 7 participating businesses 
along Wakefield Drive and a few neighboring streets.  Prices 
will be only $30 for Early Bird purchasers, and $40 on the 
day of the event.  Civic Club members will always pay the 
$30 admission fee.   

Brian Rabe stated that civic club membership is behind 
compared to recent years, and various phases are under-
way to increase the membership.  An uptick in members 
did occur in March as a result of direct contact to previous 
contributors.   

Beautification Chairperson Pam Parks mentioned recent 
work performed at the Randall berm, including cleaning up 
and removing debris.  She stated that volunteers are always 
needed to help with workdays at pocket parks. 

Constable Chairperson Terry Jeanes gave thanks to the vol-

unteers who distribute the renewal stickers to the program’s 
contributors to affix to their yard signs. 

James Elmore had a few items to announce concerning 
the Garden Oaks Maintenance Organization, including that 
the group meets on the second Monday of each month 
at 6:30PM at the Trees for Houston location on 34th Street.  
They are still in the process of obtaining a new attorney for 
the organization. 

Chris Lindsay, President of the Garden Club, shared that the 
Pollinators in the Parks event will take place on April 19th 
from noon-2:00PM at the Art Park on 43rd and Sue Barnett.  
There will be activities for all ages, including games and a 
scavenger hunt for kids.  Free pollinator plants and seeds 
will be available, and supplies are limited.  The Garden Club 
usually meets monthly at the Community Room at the Kro-
ger store on 43rd Street. 

Mike Stephens disclosed that the guest speaker for May’s 
meeting is scheduled to be a representative from the Hous-
ton Humane Society. 

The meeting was adjourned by Mike at 8:13PM. 
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STILL FAMILY OWNED - SINCE 1964

713.682.6351    OAKFORESTVET.COM

2120 West 34th Street, Between T.C. Jester and Ella

NEW CLIENTS RECEIVE $20 OFF FIRST VISIT

By Appointment Only

Mon. & Weds. - Friday 
7:00 am - 6:00 pm

Tuesday
7:00 am - 7:00 pm

Saturday & Sunday
Closed
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Memorial Day History
VA Office of Public and Governmental Affairs
Three years after the Civil War ended, on May 5, 1868, 
the head of an organization of Union veterans — the 
Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) — established 
Decoration Day as a time for the nation to decorate the 
graves of the war dead with flowers. Maj. Gen. John A. 
Logan declared that Decoration Day should be ob-
served on May 30. It is believed that date was chosen 
because flowers would be in bloom all over the coun-
try.   The first large observance was held that year at 
Arlington National Cemetery, across the Potomac River 
from Washington, D.C..  Then, as now, small American 
flags were placed on each grave — a tradition fol-
lowed at many national cemeteries today.

By the end of the 19th century, Memorial Day cere-
monies were being held on May 30 throughout the 
nation. State legislatures passed proclamations des-
ignating the day, and the Army and Navy adopted 
regulations for proper observance at their facilities.  It 

was not until after World War I, however, that the day 
was expanded to honor those who had died in all 
American wars.

In 1971, Memorial Day was declared a national holiday 
by an act of Congress on the last Monday in May.  
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Air Conditioning 101: How Your A/C System Actually Works 
Auggie Reyes, owner of AirWise
It’s important to be aware that an A/C system focuses less on 
supplying cool air and more about removing hot, humid air from 
your home. While there are a wide range of choices available for 
your home (central A/C systems, heat pumps, ductless/mini splits, 
window units, etc.), they all basically work the same way. 

The Freon - Most home A/C systems use freon, a chemical that 
easily changes from a liquid to a gas and back to a liquid. Also 
known as refrigerant, when liquid freon converts into a gas, it 
absorbs heat that’s present. This process is called phase tran-
sition and is essential for the A/C system to move hot air from 
within your home to the outside. 

The Compressor - With central A/C systems, both the compressor 
and condenser are housed in the outdoor unit. That’s the box-
shaped element that sits in the yard next to your house. Freon 
is compressed by the compressor into a liquid.  This liquid freon 
enters your home and travels up into the attic via freon lines to 
where the evaporator is located.  When it enters the evaporator, 
the liquid freon expands to a gas, and in this process, picks up 
heat from your home that is being sucked up through the return 
air. The return air is the place where your air filter is located. The 
compressor then pushes the freon along (now fully gorged with 

heat) to the outside condenser. 

The Condenser - The condenser is a series of copper coils 
through which the heated freon, in a gaseous state, travels. 
While moving through these coils, the heat dissipates into the 
air outside, aided by an exterior fan. You can feel this heat being 
dispersed while standing next to your outdoor unit. At the end 
of the condenser, the freon has now lost most of its heat and is 
compressed back down to a liquid state again. It is then sent back 
to your attic to pick up more heat that’s blowing across the inside 
of your evaporator coil.

The Evaporator - Now that the liquid freon is re-enter-
ing your home, it does so a little at a time in a controlled 
process. It is reintroduced to the interior coils and begins to 
evaporate rapidly within the coils. Placed over the evaporator 
coils are a series of metal fins which become very cold.  At this 
point, the blower motor of your furnace is being used by your A/C 
system to blow hot air from inside your home across the cold fins. 
The resulting cooled air is now spread throughout your home via 
the air ducts in every room. This process repeats itself until the 
desired temperature set on the thermostat is attained. Simple! 
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S U N M O N T U E S W E D T H U R S F R I S AT

1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

M a y

31

Yard Waste,  & 
Garbage, 

Yard Waste,  & 
Garbage, 

Yard Waste, Garbage, 
& Recycling

Yard Waste, Garbage, 
& Recycling

GOCC Meeting

7 pm

GOMO Meeting
6:30

Garden Club 
Plant exchange

6:30 Gazebo Park

FarmStand
9am to 1pm
948 Wakefield

FarmStand
9am to 1pm
948 Wakefield

FarmStand
9am to 1pm
948 Wakefield

FarmStand
9am to 1pm
948 Wakefield

FarmStand
9am to 1pm
948 Wakefield

Mother’s Day

Memorial Day


