Garden Oaks Civic Club Meeting Minutes
Helen Sestak, Secretary
January 2, 2018
Location: Garden Oaks Montessori Magnet (GOMM)
President Matt Gannon welcomed attendees and called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.
Matt introduced Patrick Barry of Gulf Coast Commercial Group (www.gulfcoastcg.com). Patrick told of his company’s interest in purchasing the underutilized Garden Oaks Baptist Church parking lot on the west side of Shepherd between Gabby’s restaurant and Chase Bank, with tentative plans to build a strip center. It would consist of a single-story building, with restaurant/ice cream/coffee shop-type tenants.  For the purchase to proceed, the deed restrictions would need to be changed from religious to commercial use and would require notarized signatures and approval of 75% of section 1 property owners.
Mark Saranie and Vic Seghers gave updates on the GOMO litigation. In summary, GOMO is a valid Texas homeowner’s association and has the authority to enforce deed restrictions. The issue of whether or not GOMO was formed legally still remains. More details can be found in the January 2018 Gazette or at gardenoaks.org.
Guest Speaker: Shana Ross of Shana Ross Fitness in the Heights emphasized how motivation, diet, and exercise in the new year can lead to very positive lifestyle changes. More information can be found at www.shanarossfitness.com.
Business Meeting
A motion to approve the minutes of the December 2017 meeting was made. The minutes were approved with a revision.
Original Minutes of the December meeting, posted in the January, 2018 Gazette: The $2000 line item for grant money had been allocated for a donation to the Oak Forest Park project. It was suggested to add an additional $1000 in that category to go to the Garden Oaks Montessori Magnet (GOMM) school for the use of the cafeteria/classrooms as a monthly civic club meeting space. A motion was made and seconded to adjust the 2018 budget to accommodate the additional monies for GOMM. The motion passed.
Revision: A motion was made to give the Garden Oaks Montessori Magnet (GOMM) school a Grant of $1000 for allowing GOCC the use of the cafeteria/classrooms in 2017. After discussion, the motion was amended to specify that the money come from the 2017 budget category Civic Club Meeting Expense and not Grant. The motion passed. A second motion was made to allocate $1000 of the $2000 Civic Club Meeting Expense in the 2018 budget to GOMM for the use of the cafeteria/classrooms during 2018. This motion also passed.
Committee Reports
Treasurer’s Report: Teresa Coleman presented copies of the 2017 treasurer’s report.  Most collected monies had been deposited, although some received at year’s end were not yet deposited so not included in the totals. The 2017 Civic Club income was comparable to 2016. However, compared to 2016, 2017 constable patrol income was down by approximately $20,000.  Discussions to understand the discrepancy followed with Teresa and others volunteering to search past documents for more information.
Constable Report: Terry Jeanes reported that we are proceeding with contracts for two deputies in 2018.  The GOCC president and secretary signed the contracts after the meeting. The Precinct thanks all who donated and collected toys during the annual Christmas Drive. Toys were distributed to 91 area school families (77018, 77092), including ten families from GOMM. 
Neighborhood crime was generally low, although vehicle break-ins and package thefts continue to be problems. The importance of property owners being alert with alarm signage, functioning cameras, and locked doors and gates was discussed. Terry reiterated that Carl Waters, head of Garden Oaks Citizen Patrol for 19 years, will retire at the end of 2018 and a replacement is needed.
Beautification: Joan Harmon reported that the Spring Fling committee will make recommendations next month on how to spend the Spring Fling money. Proceeds will benefit certain projects, including possible replacement of the broken Gazebo swing with a concrete bench.
Ed de Alba and Jim Dicola surveyed the irrigation systems in 7 – 8 neighborhood parks. Most controllers were intact, but in need of batteries and/or valve box tops. Ed will provide more details on the irrigation system at a future meeting.
The large oak tree in Friendship Park was recently trimmed via the Garden Club.
GardenOaks.org website:  Pam Parks stated that the website is more secure and the PayPal issue has been resolved.
Membership: Dian Austin reported that she has received about 200 contributions from some 1400 Civic Club and Constable Program membership/dues documents that were mailed in October, 2017.  The possibility of more visible signs of support for the Constable Program, such as placement of wooden ‘thermometer’ gauges and individual-residence supporter signs was discussed (possible Boy Scout community project?).  Susan Kostelecky won a $25 Barnes and Noble gift card in the raffle drawing.
Garden Oaks Montessori Magnet: Stephanie Dubroff-Acosta announced that the application process for the 2018-19 school year is in full swing. Completion and move-in to the new three-story building is slated for Spring Break. Spark Park renovation will follow school renovation. Future Civic Club meetings will be held in the new gym. The annual pancake breakfast is Saturday, February 3, 2018.
Garden Oaks Citizen Patrol: No report.
New Business:
2018 Home Tour planning is running smoothly. Katy Hall Wyly will give an update at a future meeting. As in the past, current plans are for the parade of homes to be featured in the Gazette.  Sponsorship letters have been mailed.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:29 pm. The next meeting is scheduled for February 6 at 7pm. The guest speaker will be from Trees for Houston.
Thanks to Brother’s Pizzeria for providing pizzas for the meeting.

