
G A R D E N  O A K S

you, then bring a lawn chair down and enjoy the Parade, the re-
freshments and a chance to celebrate with your neighbors.

First, second and third place prizes will be awarded for: 

   • Strollers & Wagons                • Tricycles 
   • Youth bicycles         • Adult bicycles              •  Floats

Refreshments will be served after the parade.

Volunteers are still needed to work the registration table, serve 
as judges, parade marshals and photographers. Contact Deanna 
Zugheri at Deanna@GardenOaksHomes.com or 281.658.4514.

COME JOIN THE FUN AT THE ANNUAL RED, 

WHITE AND BLUE JULY 4th BICYCLE PARADE

Start your Independence 
Day holiday off by heading 
down to the SPARK Park 
for the 5th Annual Garden 
Oaks 2013 Red, White, and 
Blue Parade.  The event is 
scheduled for Thursday, 
July 4, beginning at 9:00 
a.m. at Rick Englert SPARK 
Park on Sue Barnett, with 
pre-registration beginning at 
8:30 a.m.  If the thought of 
decorating your bicycle or 
wagon doesn’t inspire     

2014 GARDEN OAKS HOME AND GARDEN TOUR
By Brenda deAlba

Having any successful fundraiser like the 2014 Garden Oaks 

Home & Garden Tour requires organization and thought similar 

to piecing together a jigsaw puzzle where all of the puzzle piec-

es eventually come together to create a beautiful product.  The 

puzzle pieces for our 2014 tour comprise homes, gardens, com-

mittees led by chairs or co-chairs, numerous volunteers, florists, 

photographers, and generous sponsors.  Since announcing next 

year’s tour in the June Gazette, I’m ecstatic with the talented 

neighbors, listed below, who have already stepped forward to 

chair or co-chair a number of the committees.   Cont. on Pg 7.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Civic Club Meeting

July  2, 7 p.m. Civic Club Meeting 

Garden Oaks Elementary School

Guest Speaker-Drainage 

August 6, 7 p.m. Civic Club Meeting  

Garden Oaks Elementary School 

 

Sept. 3, 7 p.m. Civic Club Meeting  

Garden Oaks Elementary School 

Guest Speaker:  Mayor Annise Parker 

 
Red, White and Blue July 4th  

Bicycle Parade  

Thursday, July 4,  

SPARK Park., 9:00 a.m.  

Registration begins at 8:30a.m

VOLUNTEER NEEDED!

Beautification Chair 
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Garden Oaks Gazette
The Garden Oaks Gazette is the  
official publication of  the Garden  
Oaks Civic Club and is published   
on a monthly basis. Submission  
deadline is the 15th of each month  
for publication the next month  
unless otherwise noted.  
No exceptions.
 

Publication of any article not 
related to the Civic Club does 
not imply endorsement by the 
Garden Oaks Civic Club
and is solely the opinion 
of the author.

Gazette Contacts
Chavonne Slovak—Editor
1035 Althea   281.827.7212
                                  gazette@gardenoaks.org

Volunteer Needed —Assistant Editor

Lori Kennedy—Delivery Coordinator
750 Sue Barnett  713. 691.6833 
   gazettedelivery@gardenoaks.org
Brenda de Alba—Advertising Director   
744 W. 43rd St 713.705.0886   
  gazetteads@gardenoaks.org

Civic Club Officers
Mark Klein—President
846 Azalea 281.536.6063 
  president@gardenoaks.org
Victor Seghers —Vice President
733 W. 41st           713.677.0055
  vicepresident@gardenoaks.org 
Phil Ramirez—Treasurer
975 Lamonte 832.794.1221 
  treasurer@gardenoaks.org
Heather Leverett —Secretary 
319 W. 31st 832.455.6254  
  secretary@gardenoaks.org

Standing Committee Chairs
Vacant —Beautification
 
  beautification@gardenoaks.org
Carl Waters Jr.—Citizens’ Patrol
821 W. 31st 713.864.1992 
  gocop@gardenoaks.org 
Joe Muscara—GardenOaks.org
750 Sue Barnett  713.691.6833 
  webmaster@gardenoaks.org
Dian Austin—Membership
733 W. 42nd 713.691.6505 
  membership@gardenoaks.org
Terry Jeanes—Constable Program
922 W. 41st 713.812.9154 
  constable@gardenoaks.org 

HEARD UNDER THE OAK TREE
By Terry Jeanes

Welcome, New Neighbors!

Congratulations on joining us.  We 

hope to see you at a civic club meet-

ing soon.

4214 Alba

927 Lamonte

1027 Althea

930 West 43RD

1038 West 41ST

1070 Gardenia

702 West 43RD

713 West 38TH 

1034 Althea

Special welcome to 959 Lamonte 

Birthdays

Caroline McLean- 1st

Matthew Knauth- 2nd

Claire Elizabeth Balance – 2nd

Alexander Zugheri –2nd

Kaplan Martinez-12th 

Sterling & Sean Walden- 16th 

Jason  Cunningham - 27th

Sally McDaniel – 27th 

Happy Anniversary 

Sarah and Corey Heath – 7th (26 

years)

Congratulations to all the neighbor-

hood graduates.  St. Agnes Academy 

cum laude graduate Carly Stender 

will be attending the University of 

Georgia in the fall.   Allison Padon 

graduated from St. Agnes Academy, 

with honors, and is headed off to 

Clemson University to major in Busi-

ness.  Caroline Padon graduated 

8th grade from St. Anne Catholic 

School with honors and is headed 

off to St. Agnes Academy this fall.   

Also congrats to Carmen Busceme 

and Desiree Guillory who welcome 

Stella, a 3.8-lb Boston Terrier.

Out and About

Caroline McLean enjoyed San Diego.  

Memorial Weekend was an adventure 

for Trent and Megan Salch , along 

with Miss K and Master G  in Galves-

ton.  Tina Sabuco and Shelley Ar-

nold enjoyed an Abundance retreat 

with friends on Memorial Day.   The 

Klein and Acosta clans were seen at 

Must Be Heaven in Brenham.  Lucy 

McLean and the Blue Marlin Swim 

team have been busy, and successful 

too.   Tina Rowe and Jim Dicola en-

joyed Aruba while celebrating Tina’s 

birthday.

A Speedy Recovery to John Good-

man who recently cracked a bone in 

his foot. 

To highlight an event, celebration, or 

other tidbit, contact Terry Jeanes at 

terry@terryjeanes.com.
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CITIZENS’ PATROL PROGRAM
By Carl Waters Jr. 

The official National Night Out will 

be celebrated in Houston and Harris 

County on Tuesday, October 1, 2013.  

Start planning your block parties 

now and let me know so we can have 

HPD and or the Constable stop by for 

a visit. 

May Crimes Statistics (7)

Assault (1)

3200 block of N. Shepherd Dr. on 

Monday, May 6 at 9:20 p.m. (bank).

Theft (5)

200 block of W. 30th St. on Saturday, 

May 4 at noon (residence).

3400 block of N. Shepherd Dr. on 

Saturday, May 11 at 6:30 p.m. (restau-

rant).

700 block of Garden Oaks Blvd on 

Friday, May 24 @ 3:00 p.m. (business).

800 block of Azalea St. on Friday, May 

31 at 4:00 a.m. (driveway).

2900 block of N. Shepherd Dr. on Fri-

day, May 31 at 5:00 p.m. (parking lot).

Auto Theft (1)

700 block of North Loop West, 

Wednesday, May 8 at 10:25 a.m. (strip 

center).

So far this year 35 crimes have been 

recorded for the neighborhood on 

the Houston Police Department web-

site; this is down six from last year. 

Inquiries about joining the Citizens’ 

Patrol Program or about other com-

munity safety issues can be directed 

to me via neighborhood website 

GardenOaks.org or to the COP email 

account at GOCOP77018@AOL.com 

or by phone at 713-864-1992.

  

Emergency Numbers
Emergency Services        911

HPD Non-Emergency Services  

713.884.3131

Constable Dispatch  

713.755.7628

All Other City Services     311

For all your plumbing installations and repairs.
713-725-5025

Gary Bloch
www.PlumbcoHouston.com

Your Neighborhood Plumber!
Must present coupon at time of service.       MPL 36609

Call the best,
we’ll do the rest!

When you choose Plumbco Houston for your plumbing repairs, you 
are assured of top quality work performed by fully qualified, insured, 
bonded and licensed plumbers. We pride our company on providing fast 
friendly service, offering competitive prices, quality plumbing products 
that are environmentally safe, all while solving your plumbing needs.

$ 1 5  O F F  S E R V I C E  C A L L
o r

$ 5 0  O F F  W A T E R
H E A T E R  I N S T A L L A T I O N .
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GARDEN OAKS CIVIC CLUB 
MEETING MINUTES
By Mark Klein, President and Heather 

Leverett, Secretary

Location: Garden Oaks Elementary

June 4, 2013

Welcome:  President Mark Klein 

called the meeting to order at 7:12 

pm.   

A thank you to Brother’s Pizzeria who 

once again showed their support of 

the neighborhood by donating piz-

zas to keep everyone attending the 

Civic Club meeting well fed.

A motion was made and carried to 

accept the May minutes as published 

in the Gazette. 

 

President’s Announcements:  

OurBlok Rewards Program: OurBlok 

is a rewards program where up to 

5% of the proceeds of participating 

retailers go to Garden Oaks Civic 

Club when the card is presented 

with a purchase. The cards should 

have been included in the Gazette. 

Please encourage every household 

to support the program. Upcoming 

GOCC Speakers:  In July, we plan to 

have a speaker to discuss the road-

side ditches and water circulation 

techniques. In September, Mayor 

Annise Parker will speak at the GOCC 

meeting. Beautification Chair: We 

need a GO resident willing to assume 

the responsibilities of the beautifica-

tion chair! Please contact president@

gardenoaks.org to volunteer or 

recommend someone for the posi-

tion. Local Government Affairs:  

President Klein attended a meeting 

with Councilwoman Cohen with 

regards to issues impacting our area. 

More information to come in future 

meetings. Wine Walk:  The Wine 

Walk is in its 5th year. The cost is $50/

per person and limited to 200 tick-

ets.  Last year it raised $14,000.  It is 

planned for Saturday, October 19 and  

tickets will go on sale September 1st.  

July 4th Bike Parade: Please come 

out July 4 and support the neighbor-

hood. GOCC Office Nominations: 

A nominating committee will be 

named soon. Nominations will be 

presented in November to prepare 

for voting in December.

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Phil 

Ramirez reported that the financials 

are status quo for this time of year.  

We are $24,000 short of the Consta-

ble Program needs and will need to 

begin addressing this shortage soon.  

Standing Committee Reports:  

Membership: Brenda de Alba drew a 

$25 Lowe’s gift card for a lucky neigh-

bor at the meeting.

GO Citizens Patrol: Carl Waters re-

ported seven crimes in May: One as-

sault, five thefts, and one auto theft.  

The assault may have been near the 

Chase bank at 34th.  The crimes are 

occurring at both  day and night 

times. The neighborhood has six 

crimes less this year than at the same 

time last year.  Please encourage 

your neighbors to join the voluntary 

patrol program. You only need to be 

eighteen years old and able to pass a 

background check, Report anything 

suspicious in the neighborhood to 

the Constables or call 911 if you see 

an emergency.

Constable Program: Terry Jeanes 

reported that the deputies have been 

fairly quiet. There was one alarm in 

Section One.  It was not dispatched 

as the alarm was not permitted. If 

you hear an alarm, please contact the 

Constable as they will come regard-

less of permitting. Please also be 

vigilant about solicitors and panhan-

dlers. If you see anyone following you 

home from the grocery or a store, 

heading to the fire station is an op-

tion as the firemen will come out and 

assist citizens.

   GOMO Board of Directors
Section 1:

Ann Best (2013)

420 W. 32nd 

Home:  713.861.4190

abest1@comcast.net

Sheila Briones (2014)

412 W. 34th

Home: 713.861.8091

Cell: 281.685.8133

sbriones@hotmail.com

Mark Saranie (2015) Vice President

235 W. 33rd 

Home:  713.861.7994 

Cell:  713.724.1271

msaranie@comcast.net

Section 2:

Ed de Alba (2013)

744 W. 43rd

Cell: 713.459.4954

ferrocem@yahoo.com

Lori Kennedy  (2014)

750 Sue Barnett

Home:  713.691.6833

lorikgomo@blue-funk.com

Gale Gorman (2015)

742 Sue Barnett

gale_gorman@mac.com

Section 3:

Open Position (2013)

Joan Harmon (2014) 

827 Lamonte

713.818.9683

joanharmon827@yahoo.com
 

Dea Larson (2015) 

823 Lamonte

713.695.3634

dealarson@aol.com

Section 5:

Teresa Coleman (2013)

1003 Gardenia

713.686.7728

teresa.coleman@pobox.com
 

Tim Weltin (2014) President

1567 Sue Barnett 

Home: 713.540.5315

timweltin@mycase.info

Jim Willburn (2015) 

1583 Sue Barnett Dr.

713.812.0564

jimwillburn@yahoo.com

Terms expire October of year in parentheses.
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Beautification: Please consider 

volunteering to be the beautification 

chair.

Gazette:  President Klein thanked 

Lori Kennedy, Gazette Delivery Co-

ordinator, and the Gazette delivery 

volunteers for handling the OurBlok 

Gazette distribution.

GardenOaks.org Website:  Joe 

Muscara reported that the website 

has been updated to add the means 

to setup recurring payment for 

neighborhood donations.  It is a less 

expensive alternative to the GOCC 

than bank drafting and allows neigh-

bors to choose the frequency of the 

recurring charge.

Garden Oaks Home Tour 2014:  

Brenda de Alba noted that prior year 

Home Tours have raised over $30,000. 

The Home Tour takes over 200 vol-

unteers to be successful. Some of the 

leadership positions have been filled. 

Home Tour home nominations are in 

progress. The goal is to have selec-

tions completed by mid-August.

Garden Oaks Elementary School:  

Principal Pollock announced that 

the school is the first Envoy-certified 

Montessori school in the world. 

Envoy is a system of non-verbal com-

munication that is used in the class-

rooms.  It has taken over two years 

to prepare for the accreditation, and 

the school had to pass with a score 

of over 90%. Summer camps will be 

ongoing at the school. Shred day is 

September 21st so please bring any-

thing to the school you need shred-

ded. Magnet status is expected to be 

announced by July 1. 

President Klein adjourned the meet-

ing at 7:58 pm.

 

CIVIC CLUB PRESENTATION, 
July 2, 2103 - Looking Back on 

Low-tech Drainage and 

Circulation Techniques of the 

Future
 

As most Gazette readers already 

know, Garden Oaks is an almost 

purely residential subdivision 

of about 1,400 homes located 

just “outside the loop” north of 

downtown Houston. This then-

suburban development was begun in 

the late 1930s, when N. Shepherd was 

a 2-lane highway spur, and the 610 

“Defense Loop” was nothing more 

than a gleam in the Transportation 

Commission’s eye. 

 

Now, as it did then, Garden Oaks 

boasts narrow, two-lane asphalt 

streets laid out in graceful curves 

that intersect in a smattering 

of triangular, green open spaces. 

There are no curbs, roadside parking 

and sidewalks are off-pavement, 

and drainage is accommodated in 

shallow, grass-lined swales.

 

As it turns out, these design 

parameters are currently under 

consideration in Texas and 

nationwide as means to control 

local circulation speeds, prevent the 

spread of West Nile Virus and, 

perhaps most importantly, help 

minimize adverse drainage (i.e. flood) 

and water quality (i.e. pollutant) 

impacts to downstream waterways. 

 

Cathy Wahren, a local resident and 

land development engineer, will 

present “Looking Back on Low-

tech Drainage and Circulation 

Techniques of the Future” to the 

Civic Club at the July 2 meeting. She 

will provide information regarding 

these old-fashioned, yet state-of-the-

art design features and associated 

challenges, using Garden Oaks as 

a living, breathing, on-the-ground 

example.

Don’t miss this interesting look at 

something many take for granted. 

Come out to the next Garden 

Oaks Civic Club meeting to hear 

something new and share your 

thoughts. Join us 7 p.m. Tuesday, July 

2, at the Garden Oaks Elementary 

School, 901 Sue Barnett.

SO MANY OPPORTUNITIES!

This month’s Gazette is filled 

with the activities and events 

that distinguish a subdivision 

from a real community.  As a 

bonus, many of the events help 

to generate funding required 

to maintain the quality of life to 

which we in Garden Oaks have 

become accustomed.  These 

events don’t just happen.  Be-

hind each activity is one or more 

of your neighbors who has taken 

an active role in enhancing our 

community and making it one of 

the most desirable places to live 

in Houston.

So take a look at the opportuni-

ties to give back to the commu-

nity, get to know your neigh-

bors, and have some fun.  And 

by all means, if you have yet to 

send in your Civic Club Member-

ship or Constable dues, please 

don’t hesitate. 

Eddie Holik   281-744-2464
Aggie Owned and Operated

dens, Organic Fertilizing, Pest Control, 
Stonework, Irrigation, Fountains, Insured 
& Over 20 years experience.

E-mail: info@florascapesinc.com
www.florascapesinc.com
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CONSTABLE PROGRAM - 
Who is on your Alarm Company’s 

Notification List?
By Terry Jeanes 

A recent break-in in Section One re-

vealed a neighbor whose monitored 

alarm was not set up with the Con-

stable Dispatch for notification.  HPD 

was called but would not dispatch 

due to no permit.  The neighbor 

returned home within 10 minutes of 

the call from the monitoring com-

pany to found her back door kicked 

in.  The Constable was called and 

was there within minutes.  Can you 

imagine what would have happened 

if Constable Dispatch had been 

contacted on the first round?  Check 

with your alarm company and put 

Precinct One Constable Dispatch 

on the list.  

PRECINCT ONE 

CONSTABLE DISPATCH  

713 755 7628

Reminder:  Please notify constable’s 

office of any solicitors in the neigh-

borhood.  Recent solicitor checks 

have resulted in findings of parties 

with outstanding warrants.  Added 

ways to stay updated on posts in the 

area-some security related some not.

 

-Garden Oaks page -    https://www.

facebook.com/#!/groups/359143071

30/?fref=ts      

-Oak Forest page - https://

www.facebook.com/#!/

groups/201375163658/?fref=ts

Supporter Link / Form “  http://gar-

denoaks.org/constableform

Vacation Watch Form:     http://

www.gardenoaks.org/Resources/Va-

cationWatch.pdf

For all neighbors to receive more 

timely notices on crime alerts please 

provide your name, email, and street 

address to secretary@gardenoaks.

org. 

Celebrating 25 years 
of making people happy!

A + Rating with the BBB

Voted Best Maid Service by Houston Press

BBB Award of Excellence 

FREE & EASY CLEANING QUOTE

Call Today 713-665-6243
www.MaidHouston.com

Mention you saw us here And SAVE!

$10 OFF 1st Visit*

$25 OFF 4th Visit*
*New clients only with regular recurring schedule. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.

Offer expires 12-31-13
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 Terry Jeanes 
Your Neighbor & Area Specialist  

RE/Max Metro 

281-236-8033 

Selling  
& 

Supporting  

Garden Oaks  

For  

30+ Years 

 

“Experience Counts” 

2014  HOME TOUR...Cont. from Pg 1.  

Selection Committee Chair: Terry 

Jeanes

Underwriting/Sponsorships Co-

Chairs: Shana Tatum & Jane Ann 

Roberts

Marketing/Publicity/Social Media 

Chair: Mark Klein

Graphics/Printing Chair: Jessica Jarvis

Preview Party Co-Chairs: Gretchen 

Dreher & Tina Rowe

Silent/Live Auction Co-Chairs: Missy 

Alwais & Jennifer Osowski

Transportation Chair: Mark Saranie

Set-Up Chair: Ed de Alba

Finance Chair: Dian Austin

Pre-sale Tickets/Poster Distribution 

Chair: Imelda Johnson

Concessions Chair: Jerry Butler

Docent Scripts Chair: Debbie Padon

What/who are we missing?  We are 

missing chairs for the Volunteers/

Staffing, Command Center, and 

Florist committees.  Descriptions of 

these three committees are below:

Command Center Chair:  Procures a 

location to serve as the tour hub (in 

the past has been the Garden Oaks 

Shopping Center on N. Shepherd), 

sells tickets day of the tour in addi-

tion to redeeming pre-sale tickets, 

sells t-shirts, answers questions of 

tour visitors.

Florist Chair:  Procures florists for the 

tour homes and acts as the liaison 

between the home owner and florist. 

Volunteer/Staffing Chair:  Procures 

volunteers to staff open positions 

for the committees and tour loca-

tions.  We have a great database 

with volunteer names and contact 

information from 2012 to get you 

started.  Owners of the selected tour 

homes and gardens will be asked to 

help find volunteers for their location 

through their family and friends with 

any open volunteer slots being filled 

through this committee.

Volunteers are a crucial element…

they serve as neighborhood ambas-

sadors for the tour.  Tour locations 

need ticket takers, greeters, and do-

cents.  We need volunteers to distrib-

ute and blanket local businesses with 

publicity posters.  We need creative 

volunteers to help set up and staff 

the preview party and procure silent 

auction items.  We need volunteers 

to help secure tour sponsors.  We 

need volunteers to ride the buses 

and make sure tour attendees get VIP 

treatment.  We need strong-backed 

volunteers to help install the tour 

signs several weeks prior to the tour 

and then deliver tables, chairs, pop-

up tents, etc. to the tour locations.  

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!!!

It isn’t too early to sign up as a volun-

teer….just send your name, contact 

information, and preferred volunteer 

role in an email to Volunteers@garde-

noaks.org. 

Selection Committee Update:

Terry Jeanes has assembled her selec-

tion committee (Debbie Padon, Holly 

Veech, and Blake Woods) and has 

already received some home and gar-

den tour nominations.  If you would 

like to nominate a home or garden, 

yours or a neighbor’s, please forward 

a note to HTSelections@gardenoaks.

org and it will be sent directly to 

Terry.  Remember….our goal is to 

announce the tour locations in the 

September Gazette which means the 

decisions have to be made by mid-

August.  Please don’t delay providing 

your nominations!!!  

If you have any questions regarding 

this event, please don’t hesitate to 

email me through Hometour@garde-

noaks.org. 

 

GOMO Review Meetings
take place prior to Civic Club 

meetings at 6:30p.m. on the first 

Tuesday of the month and and on the  

third Wednesday of the month at the 

GOMO Office 

(N, Shepherd @ GO Blvd) at 7 pm. 

Meetings are open to anyone 

interested in attending.  Additional 

information about the Garden Oaks 

Maintenance Organization is online at 

GardenOaks.org.  Property owners in 

Sections 1, 2, 3 and 5 are all members 

of the Garden Oaks Maintenance 

Organization.
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REDS, WHITES... AND THE BLUES 
Annual Constable Fundraiser set 

for Sat. October 19, 4-6 pm.  

By Dian Austin

Planning for our 5th Annual Garden 

Oaks Wine Walk is underway.  For 

those of you who may be new to the 

neighborhood, the Wine Walk is a 

wine tasting fundraiser for our con-

stable program that we hold in the 

fall right here in our own great neigh-

borhood.  Last year, with the help of 

our cash sponsors, table hosts, and all 

attendees, we generated in excess of 

$14,000 for our underfunded

constable program.  

Our theme this year is “Reds, 

Whites….and the Blues”, featuring 

wines from the US and a tribute

to music from the Blues genre.  Tick-

ets to the 2 hour (adults only) event 

will be $50 each, and will go on sale 

September 1st.  Ticket forms will be 

available in the September Gazette, 

at http://www.gardenoaks.org and 

on the Garden Oaks Facebook page.   

We will only sell 200 tickets as we 

have in previous years, and we always 

sell out!

The event is held annually in the 

fabulously landscaped yard of Ed and 

Brenda de Alba.  Complete with flag-

stone pathways, lush landscaping, 

and a huge koi pond, it’s the perfect 

setting to sip wines, taste good foods, 

mingle with your neighbors, listen 

to music, and support our constable 

program.

We will have 13 different table hosts, 

each pouring a different wine for you 

to taste.  Most of the slots have al-

ready been filled with folks who have 

participated in previous years, but 

as we go to print, a couple of table 

host opportunities may still be avail-

able.  If you want to furnish at least a 

case of wine and host a table, please 

contact Shelley Rogers at srogers@

sheehyware.com.

Currently, we are fortunate to already 

have some committed cash sponsors, 

all of whom have also sponsored at 

least last year, and most have spon-

sored for several years:

Gold Sponsor ($500)
Terry Jeanes – ReMax/Metro, Section 

4 neighbor, and General Shepherd of 

the Constable Program

Silver Sponsors ($250)
Oak Forest Veterinary Clinic

Chris Schmidt – SCM Construction 

Services, and Section 2 neighbor

Pat Walker – Keller Williams – Metro-

politan

Linda Sparks – Section 4 neighbor

Georgia Lister & Hal Bowman – Sec-

tion 3 neighbors

Bronze Sponsors ($125)
Dr. Mathew Naftis DDS

Houston Civic Symphony 

If you’d like to be a cash sponsor, 

please contact Dian at dka2007@

comcast.net or call her at 713-691-

6505. The sponsor benefits for each 

level are:

Gold sponsor 

$500 cash contribution 

INDIVIDUAL sign on day of event 

Recognition in Gazette (delivered to 

1400+ homes), on the neighborhood 

Garden Oaks yahoo group, on the GO 

Facebook page, and on the Tasting 

Notes distributed to the 250 Wine 

Walk attendees 

4 tickets to the Wine Walk  (ticket 

value $200)

Silver sponsor 

$250 cash contribution 

Shared signage with other silver 

sponsors on day of event 

Same PR as above with Gazette, etc. 

2 tickets to the Wine Walk  (ticket 

value $100)

Bronze sponsor 

$125 cash contribution

Shared signage with other bronze 

sponsors on day of event 

Same PR as above with Gazette, etc.  

One ticket to the Wine Walk (ticket 

value $50) 

 

We hope to see you at this super fun 

event! 

 

         
GARDEN OAKS NEWS 
 

Timely information about  

information and events can be found 

on the Garden Oaks Yahoo group 

which can be found at  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/

Houston_GO.   Also join us on 

Facebook at www.facebook.com/

groups/35914307130/
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TEXTING AND DRIVING;  IT 
CAN WAIT! 
By Annise Parker

The days between Memorial Day and 

Labor Day are the 100 deadliest days 

for teen drivers.  30 percent of teen 

driver deaths occur during this time-

frame.  Sadly, many of these deaths 

will occur because they and others 

are texting while driving.   

The city of Houston is coordinating 

an anti-texting and driving public 

awareness campaign called It Can 

Wait, Houston.  Our local initiative is 

an extension of AT&T’s successful It 

Can Wait nationwide effort.  

I’ve enlisted the support of a broad-

based task force consisting of lo-

cal law enforcement, government, 

educational, corporate, medical, 

professional and faith-based organi-

zations. The task force members have 

agreed to not only help get the word 

out, but also consider developing 

company or institutional policies that 

prohibit texting while driving, if they 

don’t already have them.  

Several entities, including the Hous-

ton Texans, Dynamo, Rockets, and 

Comcast have agreed to broadcast 

public service announcements in 

support of this effort.  Local rapper 

Bun B is helping with this part of the 

effort by appearing with me in the 

PSA.  

Recent Texas Department of Public 

Safety (DPS) data shows that 13 per-

cent of traffic fatalities in 2011 were 

related to texting while driving.  Just 

as troubling, new research from AT&T 

indicates that 43 percent of commut-

ers admit to a “habit” of texting while 

driving, even though they are aware 

of the risks.  Previous studies have 

confirmed that those who text while 

driving are 23 times more likely to be 

in a crash.

Our goal should be the same type 

of societal change that we saw from 

the public awareness campaigns that 

taught us the safety benefits of seat 

belts and the dangers of drinking and 

driving.  

For your own sake and for the safety 

of your neighbors, It Can Wait. Take 

the pledge to stop texting while driv-

ing at www.itcanwait.com.

Freedom Over Texas 

July 4th Celebration, 

Eleanor Tinsley Park, 4pm – 10pm. 

Sheryl Crow and Martina 

McBride will be the headlining 

the entertainment which also 

includes a flight museum, beer 

garden and fitness challenge.   

Tickets are $8 for adults and 

children 5 and older.  Guests 

under 5 are free.
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Gazette Advertising Rates/Sizes/Submission Guidelines

Size                                                 Single       Six Months       Twelve 

Months 

2 ¼ W x 2 3/8 H             $60.00           $300.00                  $580.00

2 1/4 W x 4 1/4 H           $90.00           $450.00                  $870.00

Half Page 7 ½ W X 4 ½ H          $110.00       $550.00                

$1065.00

Full Page 7 ½ W x 9 ½ H            $180.00    $900.00                

$1745.00

Half Page Back Cover                 $150.00                                     $750.00

Full Page Back Cover                  $225.00                                                   $1125.00

Inserts (full page only, single sided)        180.00

Inserts (double sided)      $225.00 

1.  Placement of the ad is at the discretion of the editor.

2. Camera-ready artwork must be submitted by the 15th of each month for publication the

     following month and emailed to: gazette@gardenoaks.org

3. Artwork must be emailed in the following formats:

    JPEG (.jpg),  PDF (.pdf ) or GIF (.gif )

THE LARSON LAW OFFICE, PLLC
 

BUSINESS LAW* FAMILY LAW *

WILLS & TRUSTS

DIANA & ERIK LARSON, ATTORNEYS &

GARDEN OAKS RESIDENTS

440 LOUISIANA, SUITE 900 

HOUSTON, TEXAS  77002

713.221.9088 (PHONE)

WWW.THELARSONLAWOFFICE.COM

Shannon & Associates, Inc.

Shannon L. Nelson, ASID

Registered Interior Designer #2026
Studio 713-802-9301

Fax 713-802-0071
Wireless 713-304-2551

Residential & Commercial Interior Design
Renovation * Construction

208 W. 34TH STREET HOUSTON, TEXAS 77018

 

Please support our advertisers 

who in turn support  

our neighborhood.  

Tell them you saw their ad 

in the Gazette! 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL AT 

GARDEN OAKS?
By Lindsey Pollock

Yes, it is true, we are expanding our 

Montessori program through 7th 

grade in the 2013-14 school year 

with plans to continue to expand the 

school through 8th grade by 2014-15.  

Garden Oaks Elementary has been 

structured for many years to end the 

Montessori program in 6th grade.  

Classes in Montessori are multi-age 

to support the three-year cycle of 

community building and leadership 

as children stay with their classroom 

guide (teacher) for three years.  The 

Montessori structure is Children’s 

House (PK3 – Kindergarten); Lower 

Elementary (First – Third Grade); and 

Upper Elementary (Fourth – Sixth 

Grade). 

Historically, students in the Upper 

Elementary classrooms often left 

Garden Oaks after 5th grade to begin 

traditional 6th – 8th grade programs.  

While parents and students reported 

success in the transition to traditional 

programs, the Montessori cycle of ed-

ucation was interrupted and the full 

benefit of a three-year cycle learning 

community was only minimally real-

ized.  With the addition of 7th grade 

at Garden Oaks, we anticipate that 

students who remain in the Montes-

sori program will achieve academic 

gains, leadership experiences and 

an expanded sense of community 

as they continue their education at 

Garden Oaks.  Not only does Montes-

sori philosophy support this PK – 8th 

grade configuration as beneficial to 

children, a growing body of educa-

tional research also supports this 

strategy.

The Southwest Education Develop-

ment Laboratory (SEDL) located in 

Austin, TX has amassed a body of 

research on the benefits of K – 8 

schools.  While researchers acknowl-

edged that middle schools are able 

to focus solely on the developmental 

needs of adolescents, K-8 schools are 

able to build a sense of continuity 

and community especially for stu-

dents who stay at the campus for the 

majority of their school experience.  

Additional benefits cited for students 

in K – 8 schools included increased 

sense of safety and significantly 

fewer discipline problems.  Schools 

that reported gains in these areas 

also reported that they saw signifi-

cant increases in academic outcomes, 

too.  Of course there are challenges 

including sports and extracurricular 

options such as band or orchestra 

that are not feasible when a small 

group of middle school students 

exist on a campus.  In HISD, however, 

students enrolled at magnet middle 

schools may participate in sports at 

their “zoned” middle school.

What does this mean for Garden 

Oaks?  First, our name is changing!  

No longer considered an elementary, 

we are now Garden Oaks Montes-

sori.  We are nearing the end of our 

transition to an all-campus Montes-

sori magnet school with only two 

traditional classrooms remaining for 

the 2013-14 school year.  During the 

upcoming year, all campus fac-

ulty will complete their Montessori 

certification and our environmental 

sciences strand is continuing to be 

developed.  Our school enrollment is 

nearing 700 children and our student 

attrition rates are at an all-time low.  

Children and families who come to 

Garden Oaks stay at Garden Oaks and 

soon through the 8th grade! 
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Ables       Gisela

Adair/Baltz      Craig/Richard

Adkins       Susan Lycans

Alwais/Robinson      Missy/Jeremy

Amash       Sue

Anderson-Wood      George

Andrews      Robert & Gisele

Austin/Altman      Dian/Sandy

Ayers       Tammy

Bailey       Robyn & Bruce

Baldwin       Karen

Ball       Jaime

Barrow       Eric & Lisa

Bartos       John & Cindy

Belanger/Voth      Ronald/Gary

Bell       David & Gail

Bergen       Connie

Bernal       Elizabeth/Jason

Best/Pressley      Ann/Cheryl

Bevis        Don & Jerie

Bishop        Bill & Exa Lee

Blachowiak      Elva

Bos/Clemence      John/Wende

Bowen       Shane

Boyd/Menchaca      Bill/Cyndi

Brannan       Mark & Cimbrey

Briones       Sheila

Broughton/Anastasia   Larry/Robert

Brown       James/Rebecca

Brown/Fisher      Cheryl/Jeanine

Bullock       Eileen

Burkhalter      Randy & Rhonda

Butler       Jerry

Byrd       Brent

Caldwell       Marlene

Callahan/Chisholm  Patrick/Tom

Capfer/Peters      Jim/Lisa

Carver       Debra

Caudill       Chris & Trina

Chang       Kathy & Peter

Chemali       Patti

Chvatal       James & Andrea

Coats       Hugh

Coleman/Parks      Teresa/Pam

Cooper       Terence

Cornelius      David & Lillian

Cox       Andrea

Cribbin        Marianne

Cruz       Isidro & Angelina

Curran       Dave & Cindy

Dabney       Lesli

de Alba       Ed & Brenda

de Alba       Ed & Brenda

Debien       Suzanne

DeDontney/Patel      Nora/Raajen

DeLaRosa      Elizabeth & Frank

Derrick       Al & Sharon

Diaz       Francisco & Barbara

Doherty/Gonzales    Emmett/San Juana

Donaldson      Rita

Doyle       James

Duggin       John & Ann

Duncan       Dennis

Dupre       Monica

Dyer/Kelly      Emma/David

Edwards       Bill

Ehlert/Lauder      Marty/Sharon

Eickenhorst      WG & Jo Ann

Epstein       Rob & Kerri

Erbstoesser      Ron & Susan

Ernst       Sheridan

Espeseth      Jennifer & Jason

Falschlehner      Jon & Cindy

Faulkner       Vicki

Fieldhouse/Oliveira Stuart/Veronica

Flanagan      Bill & Kris

Flores       Mary Ann

Fox       Laura & Kevin

Francis/Davidson      Karen/Sarah

Freshour      Darin

Froehlich      M/M AT

Fuhrmann      Sinta

Funk       Chris

Gabriel       Bob & Lindsey

Ganz       Tammy

Garver                       Jan & David

Getz       Michelle

Gibson/Leventhal    Katie/Seth

Giles       Amanda

Gilmore       Lucille & Jerry

Glaze       Catherine

Goad       Karie & Alyn

Gomez       Julie

Gorman       Gale & Robin

Gould       Stephen

Graff       Jill & Wooch

Greer       Stephanie

Griffiths       John

Groneman      Mary & Bob

Guglielmi      Gene & Linda

Gunter       Perry & Lyndal

Haag       Beth & Quentin

Haley       Travis & Kelly

Hall       Mark & Greta

Hamilton      Ann 

Hansen/Rodriguez  Denise/Jim

Hartman      Rita

Hazel       Tom & Carol

Hein/Gieptner      Evelyn/Jackie

Herzog/Dohmann   Greg/John

Hines       Mary Gerin

Hitz       Lawrence & Janet

Holt       Grant & Julie

Huffman      Dean

Hugetz       Michael & Shannon

Hurliman/Canitz      Bonnie/David

Janssen       Jim & Linda

Jez       Sean

Jones       Bonnie & Michael

Kelly      Jeana

Kennedy/Muscara   Lori/Joe

Khosla       Joan

Kincaid       Wendy & Tom

King       Dan

Kissling/Tipton      RD/Mary

Kittell       Reagan

Klein       Mark & Elizabeth

Knauth       Tonya

Knight       Jan

Koehl       Robert & Traci

Komarek      Chris & Mary Sharon

Kozak       Peter

Kuehler       Vince & Christina

Kvinge       Debbie

Land       Cathey & Millard

Larato       Eleanor

Larsen       Soonee & Knut

Larson       Erik & Diana

Larson/Thomas      Dea/Al

Lavin       Les & Mary

Leighty/Bower      Heidi/Andrew

Leverett       Heather

Lightfoot      Lance & Jessica

Lindsay       Chris & Art

Lopez       Lucy

Lowe/Bethke      Farrah/Glen

Maniha       Elaine

Markesich      Carolyn

Marquez      San Juanita

Martin       Kimberly& Erick

Martin       Tracey

Martinez      Alex & Mary

Martinez      Alex & Mary

2013 Paid Civic Club Members as of June 15, 2013

There are currently 272 paid members on the roster.  If you do not see your name and think that you have paid, please 

email FallingwaterT@yahoo.com.  (A name may appear twice, indicating payment for more than one property owned 

by the resident.)
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Mashburn      Peri

Mathews      Richard

McBee       Lisa

McCullough      Becky & Mike

McKemie      John & Lynn

McKinney      Karen & Dale

McLean       Sean & Caroline

McLean       Sean & Caroline

Mehrkam      Tom & Trish

Meyer       Russ & Crista

Meyer       Bruce & Kathleen

Mireles       Andrew & Jaime

Montgomery      William 

Montgomery/Gurski Pat/Mike

Morris       William

Morris       Barry & Susan

Mueller/Mayers      Juergen/Ivan

Mullen       Barb & Greg

Munden/Holcomb  Glenn/Michael

Nasir       Nazih & Kathleen

Neathery      Vance

Nieto       Tina

Nondorf       Marlene

Oguynn           Kelly & Sandra

O’Leary/Appling      Brian/George

Oriot       Bertrand & Gisele

Oriot       Bertrand & Gisele

Osowski       Jimmy

Parham       Marte

Patterson      Larry & Kirsten

Payne       David

Pena       Xavier

Penfold       Ian & Sandra

Pennington/Hoover Patricia/Guy

Peoples       Ron & Sheree’

Perez        Joe & Alice

Pfeiffer-Traum      Deborah & Alan

Pina       Rafael & Maricela

Polka       Allison & JW

Porter       Mary

Pospisil       Sandra

Price       Tom

Pruitt       Randall

Puff       Pamela & William

Purma       Jesse

Raborn       Pearl

Radwanski      SM

Rasmus       Juanita & Rudy

Rauch       Sharon & Mike

Ream       Lee

Reichle       Rusty & Linda

Reid       Melissa

Richard           James & Susan

Ripple       John & Wanda

Rodriguez      Al & Taylor

Roy       Lanell

Runge       Gig & Betsey

Russell       David & Susan

Sabuco/Arnold      Tina/Shellye

Saranie       Mark & Susan

Schirmbeck      Roger

Schoenfield      Kit

Schultz       Lisa & Charles

Schwartz/Jobe      Thomas/Michael

Seghers       Victor & Deborah

Serper/Seferian      Lauren/Peter

Seyffert       Ken & Sandra

Shaughnessy      Bill & Amy

Shepperd      Glenn/Michael

Singer       Paul & Vicki

Sledge       Ron 

Slovak       Chavonne & Trent

Smith       Carol & Sandy

Smith       Iona Nelle

Smith       Ralph & Barbara

Smith       Scott

Smith        Peggy

Smith/Evans      Scott/Chuck

Spinks       Lynda

Spychalski/Ehlert     Annette/Dwayne

Staffa       Claudia

Standard      Margaret

Starustka      Charles & Margie

Starustka      Charles & Margie

Stein       Betsy

Stender       Caroline

Stevenson      Chris

Sultanik       Michael & Dinah

Sustr/Landers      Luke/Michael

Synnott       Ola Mae

Tapscott       Louis & Mei

Tatum       Jay & Shana

Taylor       Michael & Kerry

Taylor       James & Lou Ann

Teer       Angela

Tekavec/Beasley      Tom/April

Terrell       Elizabeth

Theaker Helen &      Tom

Thibodeaux      Eric & Carly

Tinkey       David & Peggy

Tobin       Sarah & Chad

Van Zeelst      Jack & Renae

Villalon       Maria

Villarreal      Isela

Vogt       Stuart

Wahren       Catalina

Waldau       Michael & Susan

Walden       Janice

Walker       Dominick & Carita

Walmsley      Sue

Waters       Carl Jr. 

Webb       Gregory

Will/Barlett      Nathan/Lindsey

Willburn       James& Mary Ellen

Williams       Terry

Wilson       Glenn & Marsha

Winford       Shirley

Winston       David & Angela

Woods        Blake
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PREPARE NOW FOR HURRICANE SEASON
Source:  http://www.hcoem.org/Documents/

HurricanePreparednessChecklist.pdf

Before the Storm
General Preparedness through the Season

-Keep your vehicle gas tank above ½ full. 

-Test run generators monthly with a load to insure 

proper working order.

-Consider the purchase of flood insurance, even if 

outside of a floodplain.

-Have cash on hand in small denominations.

-Maintain portable battery powered AM radio.

-Contact 2-1-1 to register if you need transportation 

assistance to evacuate.

Home Preparedness

-Board up your windows or close storm shutters.

-Trim the trees and shrubs around your home.

-Clear loose and clogged downspouts and gutters.

-Perform an inventory of home contents (electronics, 

jewelry, appliances, clothing, etc.) and store in safe

place.

-Take detailed photos(s)/videos(s) of home property 

and contents (internal and external) and store in safe

place.

-Secure or remove all items outside your home (grill, 

hanging plants, potted plants, etc.).

-Tie down small or young trees to prevent uprooting.

-Store all important documents (insurance papers, 

etc) in a waterproof container and in a secure 

location.

-Prepare your evacuation kit using the pertinent 

-items in the attached Emergency Essentials Kit 

checklist.

-Turn off propane tanks.

-Fill the bathtub and other large containers with 

water for sanitary purposes (cleaning, flushing 

toilets, etc.)

If you Plan to Evacuate

-Are you located in an evacuation area in the 

evacuation map?

-Where are you evacuating to?

-Who is your contact at your destination?

-What is their contact information?

-What is your backup evacuation location?

-Take a copy of all important documents and store in 

a waterproof container and in a secure location.

-Top off your vehicle gas tank before hitting the 

road.

If you Plan to Stay

-Listen to the radio (AM 740 KTRH) or TV for 

information.

PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Cathy Wahren backpacking over Chilkoot Pass from Alaska 

into Canada in the Klondike Gold Rush National Historic Park.   

-If you have gas items you need to operate after the storm 

(generator, chainsaw, etc); fill gas storage container(s).

-Prepare your hurricane kit using the Emergency Essentials Kit 

checklist on the web site listed above.

During the Storm
-Listen to the radio (AM 740 KTRH) or TV for information.

-Turn the refrigerator and freezer to its coldest setting and   

keep its doors closed.

-Avoid using the phone except for emergencies.

-Stay indoors and away from windows and glass doors.

-Close all interior doors.

-Keep curtains and blinds closed.

-Take refuge in a small interior room, closet, or hallway on the 

lowest level of your home.

After the Storm
If you are Returning from Evacuation

-Return only after the all clear is given for your area.

-Do not venture on to roads until you have been advised they 

are passable and safe.

-Carefully inspect your home and perform an exterior 

assessment for safety issues.

-Check for downed power lines and avoid if identified.

-If any safety issues are present, do not enter your home (gas 

smell, flood waters, fire damage, etc.).

-If any safety issues are present, have your home inspected by 

a qualified building inspector or engineer.
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Having one special person for your car, home and life insurance lets 

you get down to business with the rest of your life. It’s what I do.

GET TO A BETTER STATE™. 

CALL ME TODAY.

Look no further.

DEPENDABLE and 

KNOWLEDGEABLE agent 

seeks customers looking 

for real PROTECTION and 

long term RELATIONSHIP.

FATHER OF EIGHT seeks energetic lady. 
Must love kids, be fit and ready to jump in 
and join the fun. Military training would be helpful.

ADVENTUROUS CAT LOVER seeks 
adventurous cat owner.  Please be employed 
and willing to relocate. Especially fond of 
black and white tuxedo cats. All responses 
will be answered. Looking for that Purrr-fect 
match. 

GRANOLA EATING, CAMP LOVING, WORLD 

TRAVELER seeks woman of my dreams.

Daniel Becnel, Agent

10500 Northwest Fwy Ste 100

Houston, TX  77092

Bus: 713-680-2178

www.danielbecnel.com

You be the judge 

Before           After 

Transform your home and increase it’s value 
 to reflect your standard of living with a remodeling project by William Shaw & Associates, 

one of the most rewarded and highly regarded remodeling companies in Houston. 

Remodeling   *   3D Project Design *  Build On Your Lot  * Green Building   *  Barrier Free Modifications  * Design Build 

       Winner of the 2009                     Visit our “Remodeling 

        Remodeler of the Year                       Ideas” blog for information 

       Texas Assn. of Builders                      on creating the greatest  

                       value for your home. 

                                          www.wmshawandassoc.com 

William Shaw & Associates      4206 Law Street               Houston Tx  77005    713-666-1931 

Shawn Vacek - Owner 
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GARDEN OAKS KIDS

By Lisa Rentschler

GO Kids has age-based playgroups, a 

Moms’ Night Out, new parent dinner 

drops, a book club, a babysitting 

co-op, potlucks, and many other 

scheduled activities for kids from 

newborns to school-aged--- all 

Garden Oaks families are welcome.

To Join GO Kids 

1) Go to: http://www.gardenoakskids.

com/ 

2) Select “email us for an invitation” 

3) Include some information about 

yourself… your full name, 

information about your family, 

address and GO section. 

Please ensure that you complete all 

your information in BigTent (physical 

address and email) when you have 

been granted membership. 

GO Kids Sponsorship 

We have a friendly neighborhood, 

and want to provide additional 

opportunities for our mothers to 

meet each other and our children 

to grow up in a close community. 

To help us bring more events and 

activities to our neighborhood this 

year, please consider becoming a 

sponsor of the GO Kids group.

Kiddo $500 – Big Tent and GO Kids 

Advertising, Sponsor Sign at Events, 

Table at Events to talk with families, 

and Sponsor included in GO Kids 

Event announcement 

Toddler $250 – Sponsor Sign at 

Events, Table at Events to talk with 

families, and Sponsor included in GO 

Kids Event announcement 

Infant $100 - Sponsor Sign at Events

2013 Events planned:  

- Movie Nights at the Park 

- Splash Days 

- Back to School Picnic 

- Neighborhood Fun Run 

- Christmas Caroling

If you would like more information 

about how to be a sponsor, please 

contact Marcia Rasmussen (marci-

a2ras@gmail.com).

GO Kids Activities 

Members check out our calendar of 

events at www.bigtent.com. 

June 15th was a wonderful night for 

our 1st Movie Night at the Park.  We 

had a great turn out and look forward 

to our next Movie Night at the Park 

later this year. A very special thank 

you to Stella Stevens and her fam-

ily for their time to coordinate this 

event.

July Events 

Annual 4th of July Bike Parade

Be on the lookout for the local lem-

onade stands as we welcome the 

hot Houston summer.

Our GO Babies and GO Buddies 

have been very active this month; 

you can catch them at parks in the 

area and other happenings around 

town. 

We have a Moms’ Night Out at least 

once a month.  The last two MNOs 

have been well attended and we are 

excited to see familiar faces as well as 

all the new mommas that are joining 

the group.  This is a great way to have 

a little get-a-way from it all.  We hope 

to see you out at this next MNO.

August Events 

GO Kids Back-To-School Beach 

Bash.  August 3rd, 10am-1pm @ 

SPARK Park. 

Please bring an appetizer or side dish 

to add to our potluck beach lunch! 

Brisket, sausage, and beverages will 

be provided.

We will also be accepting school sup-

ply donations for GOES.

Contact our coordinators for specific 

details about upcoming events: 

GO Babies (birth to 2) – Kori Long 

(koricavanaugh@gmail.com) 

GO Buddies (2 to 5) – Stella Stevens 

(sas19@live.com) 

MNO – Deborah Seghers (debtre-

vino@yahoo.com) & Nicole Fowler 

(nefowler@me.com) 

We are always looking for volunteers 

to help setup/assist during event/

take down at events!  A list of 

published upcoming events can be 

found at www.bigtent.com

Website / Communication – www.

gardenoakskids.com 

Our website continues to grow:  now 

offering a login portal to BigTent, 

information on contributing to 

our annual bouncy house fund, 

and purchasing your Garden Oaks 

Cookbook, which benefits our 

Constable Program.  

GO Kids Dinner Drops

Are you or someone you know an 

overwhelmed, sleep deprived new 

parent?  Don’t worry because help 

is on the way!  We are happy to 

provide several meals to new families 

during those stressful few weeks.  

Please consider volunteering for this 

program.

Pay it Forward… it is a great way to 

say Thank you if you have benefited 

from this program in the past.

 

Contact our Dinner Drop coordinator 

Angelica Sullivan if you have 

any questions on how to sign 

up/volunteer for the program 

(angelicapuerto@hotmail.com)

GO Kids was started by a group of parents 

who wanted to build a family friendly 

neighborhood where children and parents 

know each other and grow together. 

All Garden Oaks families are welcome.  
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Yard of the Month:  1462 Sue Barnett

 

GARDEN CLUB OFFICERS 

   President   

   Cathy Wahren 713.686.8686 

   catalinaw2@yahoo.com

   Vice President/Communica-

      tions   

   Chris Lindsay 713.819.8412 

   Chris.Lindsay@sbcglobal.net

   Treasurer 

   Tina Nieto  

   t-nieto@att.net

   Secretary

   Mary Lynn Porter 

The July Yard of the Month, 1462 Sue Barnett, offers an explosive 

display of agapanthus blooms, complemented by a backdrop of 

deep purple loropetalum foliage.  The front bed, lined with vari-

gated and standard loriope, frames the landscape with structure 

and color.

GO Kids Back-To-School Beach Bash 
Come play with your friends before summer ends! 

 

Join GO Kids for a back-to-school beach bash  
August 3rd,  10am-1pm at GOES Spark Park! 

 

All GO Kids families are welcome! 
 

Amy’s Ice Cream ∙ Bouncy House ∙ Crafts ∙ Games ∙ Fun  
 

Please bring an appetizer or side dish to add to our potluck beach lunch! 
Brisket, sausage, and beverages will be provided.  

 

We will also be accepting school supply donations for GOES. 
 

Thank you to our generous GO Kids Sponsors: 
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CRITTER CORNER 
By Molly Taylor

Pet of the Month:  Wyatt Earp

Wyatt Earp is a 7 year old American 

Eskimo Dog.  His parents describe 

him as “fiercely protective” of the 

house, which is what this breed was 

actually bred to do—protect.  Wy-

att can stand on his back two legs 

and clap his paws which his parents 

call his “running man move”.  It is so 

adorable to witness.  His other claim 

to fame is that he manages to stay 

“white”.  He only gets bathed 3-4 

times a year, but always looks like he 

just had a day at the spa.    Another 

interesting fact about this breed is 

they were called German Spitz, but 

due to anti-German prejudice during 

the First World War, they were re-

named “American Eskimo Dog”.  

 Critters 101:  Is my dog hot?

It’s getting hot out there, so take 

off all your fur.  I am getting so hot, 

I wanna take my fur off.  That is not 

exactly how the song goes, but that 

is what many customers think their 

dog is saying to them as they lay 

there panting.  Actually, the dog will 

lay there and pant with their fur off as 

well.  That is your dog cooling them-

selves.  Something to know: dogs 

use their fur to regulate their body 

temperature.  So the big question:  Is 

it bad to shave my dog?  Yes and no 

are the answers.  If your dog spends a 

lot of time outdoors having to regu-

late his own body temperature, then 

do not shave your dog.  If your dog 

is mainly indoors and you are having 

an issue with excessive shedding, it 

might be something enjoyable for 

you.  Whether your dog is mainly 

indoors or outdoors, shaved or not 

shaved, you need to pay attention to 

overheating.  Many smashed faced 

breeds, such as English Bulldogs, can-

not regulate their body temperature 

and can get over heated in less than 

ten minutes.  

Signs of Heat Exhaustion in Dogs:

-Tongue very expanded and Red 

gums

-Disoriented

-Vomiting

What to Do:

-Get them out of the heat  

-Run cool, not cold, water over your 

dog for about 10 minutes 

-You can pour rubbing alcohol on 

their pads as well  

-If the dog is not back to normal 

quickly, go straight to your veterinar-

ian

HEAT & HUMIDITY KILLS DOGS.

If you think your dog should be the 

GO pet of the month, please drop 

us a line and tell us why we should 

feature your baby. Email gazette@

mutthouse.com along with a picture.

To Do!

Reliant Dog Show is July 17-21st.  

www.reliantdogshows.com

Molly Taylor operates Molly’s Mutt 

House and co-owns Mutt House 

Relief Effort pet sitting.  Please for-

ward your questions and pet news to 

gazette@mutthouse.com.

GARDEN OAKS
OUTREACH

A color version of the Gazette 

is published each month on 

the Garden Oaks Website

http://www.gardenoaks.org/

involvement/gazette.html .

Classified Ads are $20 per

run for residents, and are for

personal services only (help

wanted, items for sale, infant

care needed, etc.).
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CHANGING YOUR A/C’S AIR 
FILTER:  A TOPIC THAT NEVER 
GOES AWAY 
by Mitch Weigand

Just like exercise and watching your 

cholesterol, it may not be the most 

exciting thing in the world to do but 

changing the A/C filter pays off BIG 

when you do it.

Change air filter once a month 

Not only will this maintain your 

home’s indoor air quality, it will lower 

your utility bill and lengthen the life 

of the system to its maximum. 

Choose the type carefully

Paper/fibrous material air filters: 

These are the filters you know best. 

Constructed of heavyweight paper 

with fiberglass interiors, they can be 

purchased virtually anywhere. The 

ones I recommend are the mid-range 

filters which cost around $3 each. 

They have loose - not tight - pleating 

and are great at collecting a variety of 

airborne particles while still allowing 

proper air flow.

In this category, there are some air 

filters on the market which have 

thick, very tightly pleated media and 

cost about $17 each.  Do not use 

these! Proper air flow is absolutely 

essential for your A/C system. These 

filters severely restrict air flow which 

can cause all sorts of problems 

including diminished efficiency, 

higher utility bills and shorten the life 

of your system’s compressor.

Electrostatic air filters: These 

one-inch thick, washable air filters.  

are commonly found in both free-

standing room units or incorporated 

within a central air conditioning 

system. Yes, you can wash them 

but these filters will never become 

completely free of debris. Long-term 

usage and repeated unsuccessful 

cleanings result in a clogged filter 

which prevents needed air flow. Not 

recommended.

Electronic air filters: With electronic 

filtering, the air-borne contaminates 

receive a physical charge and 

are removed by attraction to the 

opposite charge within a contained 

system. The collected dust and 

particles must still be removed. 

This can be done when your service 

technician performs spring and fall 

A/C check-ups. Electronic air filters 

are OK but not my favorite.

My FAVORITE air filter ever!

The dust lock integration or DLI 

filter, made locally by H&B Filters, 

allows air to flow freely through 

(absolutely essential to a properly 

functioning A/C system) plus traps 

up to 90% of airborne contaminants 

including dust, pollen, spores, pet 

hair and dander. DLI filters are about 

one-inch thick and custom cut to fit 

your A/C system. They are held in 

place with a wire grid which can be 

installed for only $30. The replaceable  

filters are a very reasonable $5 each 

and come in a box of 12. 

Mitch is the owner of Air Wise  and a 

member of the Garden Oaks Civic Club.  
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COMING HOME TO 
GARDEN OAKS
By Allison Bell

As a former Garden Oaks resident, 

now living in Florence, Italy, I am 

amazed at how the neighborhood 

has transformed over the past 10 

years since I left. I  love coming 

home to visit my parents and driving 

around to see all of the beautiful new 

houses and eating out at the new 

restaurants in the area.  But to me, 

the best new addition has to be the 

farmers’ market on Saturday morn-

ings.  What a wonderful place to buy 

local products, meet other neighbor-

hood residents, and eat a delicious 

breakfast taco.  

The market was gracious enough to 

allow me to have a stand in June to 

sell my Italian cookbook, Graziella’s 

Tuscan Kitchen.  If you purchased a 

copy then you know that many of the 

ingredients for the recipes are avail-

able at the market.  To inspire you to 

take advantage of the local produce, I 

would like to share a very simple and 

recipe for Grilled vegetables, Tuscan 

style, found in the book.

1 large eggplant

2 zucchini

1 red or yellow bell pepper

2 tbs chopped fresh parsley

1 clove minced garlic (optional)

Extra virgin olive oil

1.  Cut the eggplant and zucchini in ¼ 

inch slices lengthwise

2.  Cut pepper in half and take out in-

ner seeds, then cut into fourths

3.  Either on an outdoor grill or grill 

pan, cook the vegetables until soft, 

then sprinkle with parsley and garlic

4.  Drizzle olive oil over the veg-

etables just before serving.  They 

can be served warm or cold.

  Local Farmers’ Market

Held every Saturday 

rain or shine 
 948 Wakefield

Sustainably grown produce, eggs, 
goat cheese, prepared indian 

dishes, jams and jellies.

MICKEY’S MINUTE-ON THE 
ROAD AGAIN
By Mickey Morales

Once more we are moving our 

traveling show, but not far. We’re 

going right next door to the Texas 

Auto Group parking lot @ 948 

Wakefield Drive.  Randy of Wakefield 

Crow Bar is opening and will start 

serving breakfast.  So we’re sliding 

next door to give him room for his 

customers to park.  Hope to see y’all 

there. 

Custom Homes 

and Renovations

Owner: Miguel Facundo III

facundohomebuilders@comcast.net

www.facundohomebuilders.com         281-235-7375

NEW HOME CONSTRUCTION, 
RENOVATIONS, POOLS AND 

LANDSCAPING
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FRESH FROM THE FARMERS’ 
MARKET-PURSLANE
By Jeremy Goodwin

One of the ironies of modern farm-

ing is the amount of money spent 

on herbicides trying to kill plants like 

purslane when they are often more 

nutritious and tasty than the crops 

being grown.  Purslane is one of the 

few green vegetables to thrive in the 

Texas heat.

 

First thought to be cultivated in the 

Indus Valley civilization, purslane 

spread across the ancient world, and 

was often considered to be a super-

food with healing properties.

They may have been correct, as 

purslane has more omega-3 fatty 

acids than any other vegetable, plus 

vitamin A, B vitamins 1, 2, 3 ,6, 9, 

vitamin C and the minerals calcium, 

iron, magnesium, manganese, phos-

phorus, potassium and zinc. It also 

has a high amount of mucilage, so it 

eases irritated membranes and upset 

stomachs and the crushed leaves can 

be used as a poultice for minor burns.  

As the vitamin C in purslane is oxa-

late in form, people with a propensity 

for kidney stones may not want to 

consume it regularly.

 

Ingredients:

 

8 oz Purslane leaves, well washed 

1 Small onion, coarsely chopped 

2 tablespoons Olive oil 

2 fluid oz Sweet wine or vermouth 

Salt and pepper to taste 

Sauté the onion for two minutes over 

very high heat. Throw in the purslane 

and toss well to coat it with oil. When 

it starts to wilt, add the sweet wine 

and cover reducing the heat to very 

low and cook for 5 more minutes. You 

can turn the heat off, and let it sit for 

a while before serving if you are busy 

with other things.  Stores one-- day in 

fridge. 

You can find more of Jeremy’s recipes 

at www.facebook.com/singleman-

skitchen.



ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES STATEMENT 

 

                          GARDEN OAKS CIVIC CLUB 

 
January - December 2013 

 

 
 
 
   GARDEN OAKS 
 RESIDENT 
  
 
Membership is open to all residents whether you own or rent.  Please choose the level you feel most 
comfortable supporting.  While all memberships are voluntary, you must contribute a minimum of $25 
(or $5 for Seniors 65 years+) in order to be eligible to vote on civic club matters.  Membership dues are 
for the calendar year.    
 
 

Fill in Amount 
 

$   CREPE MYRTLE:  $25.00  ($5.00 for Seniors) 
 Basic Household Membership   

 
$  THE MAGNOLIA:  $50.00  ($10.00 for Seniors) 

 Intermediate Level – Household Membership 
 
$  THE GOLDEN OAK:  $75.00  ($15.00 for Seniors) 

 Patron Level – Household Membership 
 
$  BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP: $50.00 (non-voting membership) 
 
$  CONTRIBUTION TO BEAUTIFICATION   (area green spaces) 
 
$___________________CONTRIBUTION TO GARDEN CLUB 
 

 
 $  TOTAL 
 
Membership dues support all Garden Oaks Civic Club Activities:  Beautification, Citizens’ Patrol, the 
Gazette, Home Tour, Membership Committee, and Website.   
 
Please mail this completed form along with your check payable to: 

     Garden Oaks Civic Club, P.O. Box 10273, Houston, TX  77206.  THANK YOU! 
 
Name(s) 
 
Address:  
 

     Phone: 
 

Email:  

 

DUE DATE:       TOTAL CONTRIBUTION: 
 

January 1, 2013 $______________ 



Garden Oaks Civic Club

2013 Constable Patrol Contributor Application & Contact Information
(All information is held strictly conÞdential)

[   ] New Member or [   ] Renewal

Property Address : _________________________________________________________

Phone at this address: _____________________________________________________

Member 1 Information

Name: ____________________________________

Email: _____________________________________

Work Phone: _______________________________

Cell Phone: ________________________________

Member 2 Information

Name: ____________________________________

Email: _____________________________________

Work Phone: _______________________________

Cell Phone: ________________________________

Emergency Contact Information

Name: ____________________________________

Home Phone: ______________________________

Work Phone: _______________________________

Cell Phone: ________________________________

Emergency Contact Information

Name: ____________________________________

Home Phone: ______________________________

Work Phone: _______________________________

Cell Phone: ________________________________

Payment Options
[   ] Enclosed Þnd my payment for 2013 of $200. (Make checks payable to Garden Oaks Civic Club)
[   ] I/We cannot contribute $200 now; however, enclosed please Þnd my/our check for $_______.
[   ] I/We will participate via bank draft. (Complete Draft Authorization Form below only if NEW)

Many of our neighbors live on limited, Þxed incomes. Are you willing to adopt a neighbor?

[   ] Yes! Please accept my additional gift of $_______ for the year (enclosed) OR $_______ per 
month (bank draft option only). 

Draft Authorization Form (Attach voided check if completing this form)

I, __________________________________, hereby authorize Chase Bank to begin Direct Debiting of 

my Bank Account Number _________________________at ___________________________________ 

Bank and Bank Routing Number _____________________________________ for my participation.

This monthly authorization remains in effect until written notice is given to the Constable Chair of the 

Garden Oaks Civic Club. If any changes occur to my bank account, I will promptly notify the Constable 

Chair of the Garden Oaks Civic Club so that my Constable Program dues can be directly debited from the 
correct account.
• Please take $20 out of my account monthly for the Garden Oaks Constable Patrol Program.
• This authorization includes a debit for an additional $_______ monthly gift to the program.
• This authorization includes permission for a $20 cancellation fee.

___________________________________________ ________________________________________
Printed Name Date

___________________________________________ ________________________________________
Signature Telephone

Mail to Garden Oaks Constable Program PO Box 10273 Houston TX 77206
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   JULY 2013

30 1 2
Civic Club 

Meeting-GOES

Elementary

7 PM

3 4  Independence                       

      Day

Bicycle Parade 

SPARK Park 

9 AM

5 6  
Farmers Market, 

948 Wakefield

9 AM-1 PM 

7 8 9 10 11
Garden Club  

7 PM

12 13 
Farmers Market, 

948 Wakefield

9 AM-1 PM 

14 15 16 17
GOMO Monthly 

Meeting -GOES 

Elementary, 7 PM

18 

Heavy Trash-

Tree Waste

19 20 
Farmers Market, 

948 Wakefield

9 AM-1 PM 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
Farmers Market, 

948 Wakefield 

9 AM -1 PM

28  29 30 31 1 2 3 
Farmers Market,

948 Wakefield 9 

AM-1 PM 

        Sunday         Monday             Tuesday          Wednesday           Thursday    Friday     Saturday


