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2012 Home To_ur_
Call for Volunte S

by Mark Klein

Our home tour, held every two years, allows us to showcase our neigh-
borhood and share all the benefits of living here: our diverse homes and
gardens, all the critters and trees, and our sense of small-town living in
the big city. The home tour is also the main fundraiser for the civic club.
The 2010 Home Tour netted about $35,000. But it requires a lot of
volunteers working behind the scenes to make this event successful.

This year, we still have many volunteer opportunities which are critical
to the success of the home tour. Please consider helping in any capacity.
There's something for everyone. If you are new to the neighborhood,
participating in the home tour is a great way to meet some fun people.

Specifically we need help with:
«  Theauction. On Saturday night, April 21, the Preview Party features

both a silent and a live auction held at the fabulous Bell Tower venue.

Volunteers are needed to solicit items, pick them up, set up the

auction, and work the auction
at the party. We need an
Auction Chair to shepherd the
whole process.

«  Printing and graphics.
While we have several good
sources for printing, design
and production, we need a
Graphics Chair to oversee
the whole process. Other

2012 HOME TOUR
Footprints and Blueprints

Save the date!

Preview Party
The Bell Tower

April 21 »
volunteer opportunities
include design of the tickets,

Home Tour t-shirts, and posters, and

April 22 organizing day-of-tour posters

noon - 6pm and signage. We have several
continued on page 6
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18th Annual Community Breakfast February 4

Organizers promise big smiles and warm
pancakes at the annual Garden Oaks Elementary
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This year'’s event will take place on Saturday,
February 4 from 8:00-10:30 a.m. 901 Sue Barnett.
The community breakfast includes a silent
auction for thousands of dollars worth of services
and merchandise as well as free pancakes, warm
syrup, sausage, and Katz coffee. Proceeds help
the school cover funding gaps in classroom
technology, field trips, and student art and
enrichment programs.
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CITIZENS’ PATROL PROGRAM
by Carl Waters, Jr.

If you have been reading my columns
for the last few months it probably
comes as no surprise crime was up in
Garden Oaks last year. With 12 reported
crimes in December (details to follow)
we ended up with 70 crimes as reported
on the HPD website. The number for
2010 was 52 which means we had a 35%
increase from 2010 to 2011. 70 reported
crimes represents the highest number
of reported crimes since 2008 when we
had 78. Here’s hoping for fewer crimes
in the neighborhood in 2012.

The Patrol program is still looking for
more volunteers. Any Garden Oaks
resident 18 years of age or older may
apply. Applicants must be able to pass a
criminal background check conducted
by the Houston Police Department and
complete a one hour training class to
become an active member of the patrol
program. We particularly could use
persons available to patrol during the
daytime (mornings) when most of us

are at work and most of the crimes have
been occurring.

December Crime Statistics: 12
Burglary: 9

300 block of W. 34th St. on Wednesday,
December 7 at 7:50 a.m. (residence).
1000 block of Gardenia Dr. on Saturday,
December 10 at 9:30 a.m. (residence).
500 block of W. 33rd St. on Monday,
December 12 at 1:00 p.m. (residence).
500 block of W. 33rd St. on Saturday,
December 17 at 9:00 p.m. (residence).
1000 block of W. 43rd St. on Friday,
December 23 at 9:15 a.m. (residence).
1000 block of W. 41st St. on Friday,
December 23 at 4:00 p.m. (residence).
200 block of W. 33rd St. on Friday,
December 30 at 9:15 a.m. (residence).
200 block of W. 33rd St. on Friday,
December 30 at 9:30 a.m. (residence).
3000 block on N. Durham Dr. on Friday,
December 30 at 5:00 p.m. (commercial
building).

Theft: 3
3200 block of N. Shepherd Dr. on Friday,
December 2 at 9:00 a.m. (bank).

700 block of Sue Barnett Dr. on Tuesday,
December 6 at 6:00 p.m. (street).

Auto Theft: 1

800 block of Lamonte Ln. on
Saturday, December 24 at 10:47 a.m.
(construction site).

Inquiries about joining the Citizens Patrol
Program or about other community
safety issues can be directed to me via
neighborhood website GardenOaks.

org or to the COP email account at
GOCOP77018@A0L.com or by phone at
713-864-1992.

Emergency Numbers

Emergency Services 911
HPD Non-Emergency Services
713.884.3131
Constable Dispatch
713.755.7628
All Other City Services 311

N
Civic Club Officers

Mark Klein—President

Garden Oaks Gazette
The Garden Oaks Gazette is the
official publication of the Garden
Oaks Civic Club and is published
on a monthly basis. Submission
deadline is the 15" of each month
for publication the next month
unless otherwise noted.

No exceptions.

Publication of any article not
related to the Civic Club does -
not imply endorsement by the

Garden Oaks Civic Club

and is solely the opinion

of the author.

Gazette Contacts

Jessica Jarvis—Editor

1551 Sue Barnett 713.446.6440
gazette@gardenoaks.o

Dian Austin—Delivery Coordinator

733 W.42nd 713.691.6505

Elizabeth Klein—Advertising Director
713.320.7252

gazetteads@gardenoaks.org

rg y
- ﬁ

gazettedelivery@gardenoaks.org

846 Azalea

281.536.6063
president@gardenoaks.org

Victor Seghers —Vice President

733 W. 41st

713.677.0055
vicepresident@gardenoaks.org

Phil Ramirez—Treasurer

975 Lamonte

832.794.1221
treasurer@gardenoaks.org

ther Leverett —Secretary
W. 31st

832.455.6254
secretary@gardenoaks.org

| Standmg Committee Chairs
[ Kimberly Horowitz—Beautification
- 1006 Sue Barnett 713.824.0435

beautification@gardenoaks.org

Carl Waters Jr.—Citizen Patrol
821 W.31st

713.864.1992
gocop@gardenoaks.org

Joe Muscara—GardenOaks.org
750 Sue Barnett 713.691.6833

webmaster@gardenoaks.org

Dian Austin—Membership
733 W.42nd

713.691.6505
membership@gardenoaks.org

Terry Jeanes—Constable Program

Proofreader 922 W. 41st 713.812.9154
Dian Austin constable@gardenoaks.org
2 February 2012

HEARD UNDER THE OAK
TREE
by Terry Jeanes

Welcome New Neighbors
Congratulations on joining us. We hope
to see you at a civic club meeting soon.

1047 Althea 4212 Apollo
4239 Apollo 4247 Apollo
515West 31st 331 West 34th

859 West 42nd 1043 West 42nd
768 Sue Barnett 1443 Sue Barnett

February Birthdays and Celebrations
Tonya Knauth-9

Alisha Cunningham & Lela
Cunningham-12

Brenda de Alba -17

Maya Gabrielle Rahman - 23

Shannon King & Eddie Battenfield Jr -28
Happy Anniversary to Will and Deanna
Zugheri -

Congratulations

Matilde Dubroff-Acosta whose Bear of
Christmas Camp poem was chosen to
be on the Writers in the Schools’ Winter
Poem Blog!

GARDEN OAKS

Congratulations to all the runners who
participated in the Houston Marathon.
Garden Oaks had great volunteers,
runners, and fans on the course.

Out and About

Thanks to the CureSearch “Walk for
Emma” Team who will be walking

on February 18th in honor of Emma
Maltbie, to raise money to fund and
support research for a cure for all
cancers affecting children. To support
this precious Garden Oaks neighbor and
her team, go to www.curesearch.org
and donate to the Walk for Emma team.

Robert DeVeau visited Orlando in
January. Alisha Cunningham had a
fun trip in Austin. Shellye Arnold had
a great trip to Crested Butte. Caroline
McLean was at a Lacrosse convention
in Philadelphia. Margarita Barcenas
visited Nicaragua in January.

To highlight an event, celebration, or
other tidbit, contact Terry Jeanes at
terry@terryjeanes.com or 713.812.9154.

OAK DADS’' CLUB
2012
Spring Baseball and Softball

Bovys . 4 -15: Girls 4 -16

Sign-up at the

ODC Clubhouse at

3410 East T.C. Jester
every Tuesday and Thursday
from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm &

every Saturday from
10:00 am to 2:00 pm through

Saturday, February 11th
or
Register online at

www.ODCsports.com

+¥
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AMS REMODELING

Room Additions
Garages
Kitchens

Bathrooms

Hardie Siding

Total Remodels
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FREE ESTIMATEé
7113-680-2019
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Transforming Your Dreams... Into Reality!
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GOMO Board of Directors
Section 1:

Mark Saranie (2012) Vice President
235W 33rd

Home: 713.861.7994

Cell: 713.724.1271
msaranie@comcast.net

Melissa Haselden (2013) Treasurer
320 W. 34th Street

713.459.5339 0r 713.426.6413
melissahaselden@gmail.com

Sheila Briones (2014)
412 W. 34th

Home: 713.861.8091
Cell: 281.685.8133
sbriones@hotmail.com

Section 2:

Gale Gorman (2012)
742 Sue Barnett
gale_gorman@mac.com

Ed de Alba (2013)
744 W. 43rd

Cell: 713.628.7008
ferrocem@yahoo.com

Adrian Berry (2014) Secretary
737 W. 42nd

Home: 713.692.0408
adrian.berry@yahoo.com

Section 3:

Daniel Horowitz (2012)

1006 Sue Barnett
dhorowitz@abrahamwatkins.com

John E Arnett (2013)
806 W. 42nd
713.692.1648
jearnett@sbcglobal.net

Joan Harmon (2014)

827 Lamonte

713.818.9683
joanharmon827@yahoo.com

Section 5:

Jim Willburn (2012)
1583 Sue Barnett Dr.
713.812.0564
jimwillburn@yahoo.com

Teresa Coleman (2013)

1003 Gardenia
713.686.7728
teresa.coleman@pobox.com

Tim Weltin (2014) President
1567 Sue Barnett Drive
Home: 713.540.5315
timweltin@mycase.info

Terms expire October of year in parentheses.

GO CIVIC CLUB MEETING

MINUTES
January 3, 2012
Garden Oaks Elementary School

President Mark Klein called the meeting
to orderat 7:11 pm.

A motion was made and carried to
accept the December 2011 minutes as
published in the December Gazette.

President’s Announcements: City

of Houston Ch. 42 Density Revisions
Update. The outgoing City Council
approved a Residential Buffering
Ordinance on Dec. 5, with little
advance notice to civic clubs, property
owners associations (POAs) and

Super Neighborhood Councils. The
vote moved forward plans to bring
revise the City’s development code

for the first time since 1999. Known

as Ch. 42, the proposed revisions are
expected to come before a Council

this winter. Revisions intend to
designate everything inside Beltway 8
as urban and suitable for high-density
development (currently the zone is
Loop 610) and up to 27 housing units
per acre. Existing deed and other legally
placed development restrictions would
remain intact, though neighborhoods
without strong POA’s could face
development impacts. Garden Oaks
Elementary School: Applications to
attend the 2012-13 school year are due
Jan. 6.The 2012 Garden Oaks Home
Tour: President Klein announced that
Brenda de Alba will co-chair the event.
This 2012 Home Tour is Sunday, April 22,
while the Preview Party will be Saturday,
April 21 at the Bell Tower.

GOCC Board Election: The slate

of candidates was announced in
December: Incumbents Mark Klein for
President; Phil Ramirez for Treasurer;
Heather Leverett for Secretary. For Vice
President, President Klein introduced
Victor Seghers, M.D., of 733 W. 41st
Street, who volunteered to serve. A
motion was made and unanimously
approved to accept the slate of
candidates. (The GOCC Board is a non-
paid, volunteer group; elections are held
annually.)

GOCC Annual Budget: Treasurer

Ramirez reviewed the proposed 2012
GOCC Annual Budget, as published

in the December Gazette. A motion
was made and unanimously carried to
accept the proposed budget.

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Ramirez
reviewed the December and year-end
financials.

GODAT Update: On behalf of Secretary
Leverett, President Klein reported that
the GODAT technology initiative will

be in testing in January. Most of the
functionality is in place. Regarding
GODAT's communication capabilities,
neighbors have been sending in their
email address to subscribe to crime and
security alerts.

Standing Committee Reports:

GO Citizens Patrol: Carl Waters, Jr.
reported 12 crimes in the neighborhood
during December, including nine
burglaries, two thefts and one auto
theft. Crime was up 35 percent in 2011,
to 70 total crimes from 52 in 2010.
Most of the crimes were reported

in the second half of the year. Those
crimes primarily occurred during 8
a.m. — noon. Garden Oaks neighbors
can help discourage and prevent crime
by volunteering for GO Citizens Patrol.
Please contact gocop@gardenoaks.
org. Mr. Waters reminded neighbors to
stay vigilant and call the Houston Police
to report suspicious activity or people:
(713) 884-3131; orConstable (713) 755-
7628.

Constable Program: Terry Jeanes
reminded everyone to report solicitors
to the Constable. There have been
solicitors recently who have acted
suspiciously or unusually and have
harassed homeowners. By calling the
Constable or police the solicitor can

be checked out to see if they have
outstanding warrants, as one recent
solicitor was found to have. Some
solicitors could be casing homes for
future break-ins. Burglaries: Morning
burglaries continue to occur in the
area. Two men in a black Toyota Camry

GOMO Review Meetings

take place prior to Civic Club
meetings at 6:30p.m.

February 2012
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(with stolen license plates) have been
reported in various places around
Garden Oaks and Shepherd Park

Plaza, which has also experienced
recent break-ins. Criminals are using
spotters with cell phones to walk

the neighborhood and report on the
whereabouts of the Constable patrol.
Please keep an eye out for unusual
activity or behavior and report anything
suspicious to the Constable, (713) 755-
7628.

Membership: Dian Austin reported on
the annual membership drive. As 2012
begins, 188 neighbors have sentin the
membership dues.

Beautification: No update was
reported.

Gazette: No update.

GardenOaks.org Website: No update.
GOMO Update: No update.

Other Announcements: Boy Scout
Danny Morgan, Troop 20 at St. Matthews
Church, joined his father Jonathon
Morgan to present Danny’s Eagle

Scout community project — a giant
chessboard being built in the Garden
Oaks Elementary School Spark Park. The
first phase of the project is completed,
which involved laying 7,000 pound of

tiles and 5,000 pounds of sand for the
chessboard foundation. Danny asked

the GOCC for help with the second

phase of the project, funding 4-foot high
chess pieces. A motion was made by
Terry Jeanes and carried unanimously to
donate $200 to Danny Morgan’s Eagle
Scout project. Neighbors who wish to
donate to the non-profit project can send
a check to Daniel Morgan, 722 Garden
Oaks Blvd., Houston, TX 77018. Neighbors

can sponsor a tile or a chess piece, such as
a king or queen for $100 with the rights to

have a message engraved on the piece.

President Klein adjourned the meeting at
8:02 p.m.

YARD OF THE MONTH

1019 West 43rd St.

It has a beautiful layered and
structured landscape that allows
for seasonal placement of
flowering plants.

Garden Oaks Realty

LAUDER PROPERTIES

Residential and Commercial

SPECIALIZING IN INNER LOOP

Senior Citizens Discounts!
Broker Owned and Operated

SHARON LAUDER, BROKER
(5;’« ?dl/’ll (/ﬂ fﬁ ,._(/? L :2;4”/ / (.f/ v IO (‘?m'm

713-862-3747
slauder@sbcglobal.net

THE LARSON LAW OFFICE, PLLC

* BUSINESS LAW *
* FAMILY LAW *
* WILLS & TRUSTS *

Diana Larson,
Attorney &
Garden Oaks Resident

713.221.9088

DIANA@THELARSONLAWOFFICE.COM
400 LOUISIANA, SUITE 900 HOUSTON, TEXAS 77002

713/858-5373

www. jamesgarmanhomes.com

Custom Homebuilding and Remodeling

« Kitchens « Bathrooms
+ Siding and Window Replacements
« Mew Construction = Room Additions

Afwark guaranieed with warranfies
b years i constracfion, insdred
Gamden Oaks raferances avallabia!

“For every house is budt by
somreone, bt he who built
all things is God.”

-Hebrews 374

Gazette
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e 2012 Home Tour Volunteer
Needs

continued from page 1
experienced persons to offer help
with these tasks.

«  Transportation. We use buses that
are staged from the Command
Center at the Garden Oaks
shopping center on N. Shepherd.
We need a Transportation Chair for
this committee to plan the route,
and set up the bus contract. We also
need several trolley docents to liven
up the rides and share information
about our neighborhood (most
work three hour shifts).

«  Pre-sale tickets. We plan to offer
discounted tickets for the tour
at several local businesses. A
volunteer is needed to take tickets
to the various locations, restock
them as needed, and pick up the
monies for the tickets that have
been sold.

«  Set-up. We can always use
manpower and trucks to help
deliver and pick up the tables and

chairs, pop-up tents, signage, etc.
that are delivered to tour homes
and gardens.

«  Poster distribution. We need to
get the word out about our tour,
when it is, and where to buy tickets.
Putting up many posters around
the city with all the tour details was
a big part of the last tour’s success.
We need several volunteers to help
find good homes for prominent
display of our posters.

«  Day of tour help. Docents are
needed for each home and garden,
as well as ticket takers and greeters.
Shifts are generally three hours.

This year we plan to offer babysitting
services for volunteers if there is enough
demand.

Volunteers will receive a free home tour
t-shirt and a ticket to the home tour
(which can be used on preview party
night if the volunteer is working on tour
day).

Please consider helping us make this

Yo don't liave to travel far to panchase or service your car!

TOMMIE VAUGHN

<< Ask for Don Stokey, Garden Oaks Resident of 20 Years
& and Sales Representative with Tommie Vaughn 21 Yefirs

6

* New & Used Sales

* Full Service & Maintenance
Departments

* Diesel Repair Facilities

* Parts & Accessories
Department

* Collision Repair Center

Y 4

year’s home tour even bigger and better
than the last. To help in any capacity,
please call Brenda de Alba at 713-694-
5934 or email her at Brenda.p.dealba@

exxonmobil.com. Please indicate if you
would take advantage of the babysitting
service and the age of your child (or
children).

A new inclusion to the 2012 tour, the yard
of Ed and Brenda de Alba, 744 W. 43rd.

Please support our advertisers who in
turn support our neighborhood.
Tell them you saw their ad
in the Gazette!

1201 N. Shepherd
1 Mile North of 1-10
Call Don Stokey at
713-412-2464 or
713-802-6633

www.tommievaughn.com
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2012 HOME TOUR
COMMITTEE HEADS TO DATE

Co-chairs:

Selection:

Mark Klein and Brenda de Alba

Sue Schmidt and Susan Kostelecky

Command Center: Elizabeth Klein and Stephanie Acosta

Concessions:
Docent Scripts:
Finance:
Florists:
Babysitting:
Preview Party:
Underwriting:
Volunteers:
Publicity:

House Captains:

Jerry Butler

Sue Schmidt

Dian Austin

Shana Tatum

Mel Johnson

Sue Schmidt

Susan Kostelecky

Brenda de Alba

Mark Klein, Sue Schmidt,
Jessica Jarvis, Dian Austin

Clare Bell

Ann Best
Sheila Briones
Dea Larson
Chris Lindsay
Tina Sabuco
Susan Saranie
Lynn Sievers

GARDEN OAKS

2012 HOME TOUR SPONSORS

Corporate ($2500)
Harry James Building & Design

Platinum ($1000)
SCM Construction
Ram Industries
Florascapes

Gold ($500)

Sue Schmidt, Keller Williams-Metropolitan
Stan-Co Home Improvement

Deanna Zugheri, Keller Williams-Metropolitan
Sherwood Forest Faire

Campos Roofing

Silver ($250)

Ergos Technology

Green Thumb Stone & Landscaping
Neumann Landscape Designs
Robin R. Harlin, Attorney

Pelton Law Offices

Terry Jeanes, Re/Max Metro

If you have questions about how sponsoring the

tour can benefit your business or would like more
information, call Susan Kostelecky at 713-697-4110 or
email skdesigns@mindspring.com.

4206 Law Street

Gazette

Your Neighborhood Remodeler/Builder

a
WilliamShaw

& Associates
Design | Build | Remodel

78/»@”;”% d}m&% /&/p @

L %@ﬁhfw 6% ;@Whg/

Winner of the 2009 Texas Remodeler of the Year
Winner of the 2008 Star Award Best Specialty Room
Winner of the 2007 Master Design Gold Award

Houston, TX 77005

713.666.1931

www.wmshawandassoc.com
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WHAT NOT TO PUT IN THE
RECYCLE BIN

Excerpted from Earth911.com

Pizza boxes, soiled paper plates,
napkins

Many people assume that pizza boxes
are recyclable. In fact, most boxes have
recycling symbols on them and are
traditionally made from corrugated
cardboard. They are, in and of
themselves, recyclable.

Pizza boxes that are tarnished with food,
or any paper product that is stained

with grease or food, are not recyclable -
unless you remove the tainted portions.

However, what makes parts of them
non-recyclable is the hot, tasty treat
that comes inside them, specifically, the
grease and cheese from pizza that soil
the cardboard.

Food is one of the worst contaminants
in the paper recycling process. Grease
and oil are not as big of a problem

for plastic, metal and glass, as those
materials are recycled using a heat
process.

But when paper products are recycled,
they are mixed with water and turned
into a slurry. Since we all know water
and oil don't mix, the issue is clear.

Grease from pizza boxes causes oil to
form at the top of the slurry, and paper
fibers cannot separate from oils during
the pulping process.

Essentially, this contaminant causes the
entire batch to be ruined. This is the
reason that other food related items are
non-recyclable (used paper plates, used
napkins, used paper towels, etc).

Plastic bags and film

When left to the machines to sort the
recyclable materials the one that causes
the most heartburn is plastic bags.
Plastic bags wrap themselves around
the equipment, and as a result, the
whole plant may have to shut down -
expending time, energy and money.
Repairmen often are hired to come

in with knives to cut the plastic bags
out of the guts of the machinery. This
applies to plastic grocery bags as well
as the plastic wrap from dry cleaning.

But this doesn’t mean you have to toss
your bags into the trash. The good news

is that most grocery stores throughout
the U.S. now offer plastic bag recycling.
In 2007, more than 830 million pounds
of plastic bags and film were recycled
nationwide, up 27 percent from 2005.
Plastic bags can be made into dozens of
new and useful products as well.

Bottle caps

Polypropylene (PP), or plastic #5, often
makes up the plastic caps on bottles.
So, what's the big deal if the bottle is

a #1 and the cap is a #5? They're both
plastic right? It's not that simple.

It all comes down to the melting point,
which has a difference of nearly 160
degrees Fahrenheit between the two.
If a cap gets mixed in with bottles, the
entire batch may be ruined because
there is un-melted plastic in the mix.

A general rule of thumb is to remove

all of the plastic caps and lids from your
plastic bottles, jugs and tubs before
recycling them.

What causes contamination

Knowing what goes in the bin is critical
to ensuring the success of the recycling
process. That's because recycling
actually happens when materials that

Facundo Home Builder

Custom Homes and Renovations

g

Owner: Mi

Vi,
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would otherwise become waste are
turned into valuable resources.

Putting the wrong materials into the
recycling bin may ruin the entire batch.
The material in a recycling container

is taken to a material recovery facility
(MRF), where the material is separated
and processed for selling to companies
that buy recycled materials for making
products. The higher the quality of

the recycled material, the more the
companies will want to buy it, and the
higher the price they'll pay for it.

However, when you put materials into
the recycling bin that shouldn't be there,
you may (at the very least) be slowing
down the entire recycling process.
Here's what can happen when you put
the wrong things in the recycling bin:

«  Machines that handle the sorting
of the materials can become
damaged, which means that
precious time, energy and money
will be needed to repair the
machines.

« If no equipment is available to do

the job, more material in the bin
that shouldn’t be there makes the
job far more difficult and inefficient
for workers sorting the material by
hand.

Terry Jeanes

Your Neighbor & Area Specialist

‘rl When Experience
: Counts
Garden QOaks

Top Producing

Also, it may inhibit the materials in
the bin that should be there from

turning into the highest quality Realtor
materials possible, or it could even Leadmg t‘he
send everything in the bin straight Competition

to the landfill. It may be cliché, but
the expression, “one bad apple
could spoil the bunch” pretty much
sums up the situation.

RE/Max Metro

713-812-9154

GARDEN OAKS NEWS Gretchen & Ivy’s

Yot SiHH : 10 WS- 3
Timely information about S Sy B Liog sz i

information and events can be found
on the Garden Oaks Yahoo group

which can be found at http://groups.
yahoo.com/group/Houston_GO. Y

713.290.1633

www.gretchenandivyspetsitting.com

Also join us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/
groups/35914307130/

ACE TREE SPECIALIST

As your neighbor in the Garden Oaks Community we want to help
you keep your trees in top shape to preserve the beauty and unique
forest garden atmosphere we love! We are a fi

company, family owned and operated for over 30 years!
Ace Tree Specialist is licensed and insured and we do give free estimates.
Right now is the perfect time to have your tree's deadwood, removal
of weak or diseased limbs & deep root fertilize your trees. Improper tree

care can take many years to correct itself & in some cases it never does.

So, be comfortable with us, we've been doing it since 1978!
Call us today and let us give you a free review of the health of your trees!

Nolan Strange
AceTreeSpecialist.com
713.723.0417

SPECIALIST

Discounts are available if you sign up as a member of www.HOUSEANDLAWN.com (it is free to join)

Gazette
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WINERS AND DINERS

Christmas Review
by Sue Schmidt

What would the holidays be without an
outing for the Garden Oaks Winers and
Diners? For the past six Decembers, the
group has ventured out for a special
evening of wining, dining and white
elephant exchange, Christmas style!
Although new restaurants are popping
up daily in the Heights and Washington
Ave. area, the diners decided to “Bring
Back Date Night” with a special menu
from one of my personal favorites,
Haven.

Several diners make a habit of joining
the facebook fan page or email lists

of local favorites and keep each other
informed of what's happening. Haven is
fantastic about sending out blasts about
blue plate specials, wine dinners or
cooking classes...you name it! In early
December the blast went out to “Bring
Back Date Night’, $80 wine and dine
for two. Okay, with wine and dine as

a lead in, we figured this was meant to
be. A phone call was placed to see if we
could reserve a date night table times
ten!“Absolutely” was the just the answer
we wanted to hear. Reservations were
made and we were set to go.

By the time “date night” rolled around,
one in our party needed to cancel.

We called again to see what we could
do with an odd number of attendees.
Again, “no problem” was the response.
So far, two for two on customer service!
Upon arriving we were impressed

with the sleek exterior of the building
and sophisticated interior style.
Environmentally friendly design has
earned the restaurant a certification
from the Green Restaurant Association.
The colors used are warm and inviting,
and although there are exposed ceilings
the acoustics actually allow for large
parties to carry on a conversation with
more than their “date”. Once again,
points with this group! Our waitress
greeted us promptly and had fulfilled
yet another request. Dinner included

a bottle of Donati Family Vineyard
Claret, 2007 for each couple. Since we
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were a large group, | had asked if we
could switch out a few bottles with
comparably priced whites and reds. It
was very impressive to see that it had
been taken care of before we even
arrived. She also asked if we would
like separate checks which is always
appreciated, but never expected with
such a large group. She certainly was
on a top of her game this night!

As we perused the “date night” options,
the trio sampling of appetizers for two
was served. The wild boar chili, deviled
eggs and shrimp corn dogs were a
definite hit. You could almost stop right
there! I had read online that the corn
dogs were amazing and discovered

it to be true. The batter is so light and
the sauce...delicious. The appetizers
made such an impression, | ordered the
trio again from Haven'’s “tailgate to-go”
playoff menu. Yes, another fabulous
email blast. What a way to cheer on the
Texans!

The entrée choices made it difficult to
decide. | think the veggies served made
it even more of a dilemma! Filet of beef
served with mixed fresh string beans,
mushrooms, ham and red wine demi.
Free range chicken served with bacon
spaetzle and brussel sprouts, yum! A
personal favorite offered was wild head
on shrimp and grits. For the vegetarian
in the group the option of veggie

dish of winter veggies, wilted greens,
coconut, yellow curry, spicy peanut
crusted tofu fit the bill. The menu
provided selections to meet everyone’s
tastes and proved to be a more than
adequate specialty menu. Oh...
decisions, decisions! The table ended
up with a good variety of the entrees
to share. The beef seemed to take top
honors with the Shrimp and Grits a
close second. The chicken was a tad bit
disappointing, but the brussel sprouts
and spaetzle were great. The service
was very attentive and helped create a
relaxing, enjoyable ambience.

Luckily, by the time the dessert
selections were presented the crowd
had thinned and it was time for

the white elephant gift exchange

to begin! All the winers and diners

bring a foodie related $10 and under
wrapped gift. It is amazing what great
gifts you can get for ten dollars! The
selections and stealing began! The noise
level definitely rose a decibel or two.
Between delicious bites of tres leches,
chocolate ice box pie and layer cake
of the day, the quest to go home with
the best gift reached fever pitch. Once
again, we had a magical Christmas
adventure.

The Christmas date night ended up
being a huge success. A fun filled
evening with great food and fantastic
friends/neighbors in comfortable
surroundings is the perfect holiday
retreat. Haven, a seasonal kitchen,
brings down home Texas Regional
favorites to a whole new level with fresh
locally grown ingredients and a creative
chef. Several winers and diners are
already making plans to keep date night
going with the January Haven special,
Couples and Cocktails”, three course
dinner and cocktails for $80.

To visit Haven’s website, go to
www.havenhouston.com. The location
is 2502 Algerian Way near Kirby and the
Southwest Freeway.

h

Bon Appétit!

GARDEN CLUB OFFICERS

President
Cathy Wahren 713.686.8686
catalinaw2@yahoo.com

Vice President/Communications
Chris Lindsay 713.819.8412
Chris.Lindsay@sbcglobal.net

Treasurer
Robert DeVeau 832.659.7797
RobertDeveau@sbcglobal.net

Secretary
Mary Lynn Porter

February 2012

GARDEN OAKS

FROM THE GARDEN CLUB
By Cathy Wahren, President, Garden
Oaks Garden Club

Our Garden Oaks

| think we all recognize what a unique
and cohesive community we have
here in Garden Oaks. This Gazette,

for example, has been keeping our
residents, local organizations and area
merchants in touch for at least the past
35 years. Our Civic Club meets regularly
and organizes various programs as
well as informational and social events.
Their programs include a bi-annual
Home & Garden Tour (coming right

up in April), an annual Wine Walk, and
a Constable Program. Many in our
neighborhood participate in an active
Maintenance Organization and green
space Beautification efforts. Some of
our fun social events include a Fourth
of July Parade, Montessori Pancake
Breakfast, and Holiday Potluck. We

also have a Citizens’ Patrol, the GOKids
group, our gardenoaks.org website, a
Yahoo Groups ListServ, our new GODat
system, and the Garden Oaks Garden
Club. There’s a lot going on to help
bring us together!

A Bit of History

Garden Oaks was initially developed
in the late 1930s as a country club
community. That was back when
this area was considered to be “out
of town.” Rows of homes stood
where Loop 610 would one day be
constructed, and Shepherd Drive
was just a two-lane road. At that
time, Garden Oaks boasted a 9-hole
golf course that has since been re-
developed to accommodate the
current commercial facilities east of
Shepherd. The 1500 or so homes that
made up the neighborhood ranged
from apartment-sized (in Section

4) to expansive (along Garden Oaks
Boulevard and 43rd Street). Our
roadside ditches, deep setbacks,
gracefully curved roads and occasional
open spaces have also helped give
Garden Oaks its unique character.

Garden Oaks Garden Club!

The Garden Oaks Garden Club was
organized in 1974 primarily to assume
responsibility (albeit unofficial) for

maintaining a 16,000 square-foot open
space called Friendship Garden, which
is located in Section 1 on Lawrence

at 30th. Friendship Garden provides

a refreshing greenspace for meeting
friends, repose, or simply wandering
about. Though not particularly vast, the
park manages to provide for various
trees, flowering shrubs and annual
plantings in well-established garden
beds, some fresh green grass, and
several seating areas nestled under a
huge, shady oak. Garden Club members
meet monthly, not only to organize the
needed (semi-annual) work days for
park maintenance, but also to share our
enthusiasm for the type of out-of-doors
that can be found in our own back
yards. Our meetings are usually held
the second Thursday of each month

at members’homes - or at an upstairs
meeting room graciously provided by
the Kroger store on 43rd (depending
on availability). Our meeting activities
are varied. The January meeting is
devoted to planning out the year. We
also typically arrange for activities that
include a neighborhood plant swap,
presentations on gardening-related
topics, “How Does Your Garden Grow?”
member knowledge sharing, hands-on
garden craft workshops, “field” trips,
and a holiday party. Anyone interested
in learning, sharing, and general
neighborhood-gardening fellowship is
welcome to attend at any time, with or
without joining the Club, and with or
without becoming an active participant.

Coming Up

The hard freezes and spring/summer
drought of 2011 have taken a toll on
the Friendship Garden plantings. A
weekend Work Day will, therefore, take
the place of our regular meeting in
March so that we can properly prepare
for the Home Tour in April. We will

be at the Garden pruning, weeding
and planting on Sunday, March 12
between 9a.m. and 12 noon. Additional
information, including upcoming
meeting locations and scheduled
activities, is available on our web page
at www.gardenoaks.org/ involvement/
gardenclub, or you may call one of the
current Garden Club officers listed in
this Gazette.

B

w2 Construction

RESIDENTIAL REMODELING * CUSTOM HOME BUILDING

713.443.1701

www.scmtexas.com

Chris Schmidt

Garden Oaks Resident

chris@scmtexas.com
|

BACK OR NECK PAIN?
HEADACHES? EXTREMITY PAIN?

There’s a new doctor in town.

CALL US
TODAY!

(832) 203-5884 |8

SREEN

* New, state-of-the-art equipment

* Effective, research-based techniques

= Cutting-edge, nearly paperless office
= “Non-cracking” manipulation options

1214 W. 43rd St, Suite 400
GREGGREENDC.COM

ADOLF HOEPFL =

*Satisfying customers since 1946"

% Kathryn and Sybren van der Pol

| Hours of Operation:
7:30 AM - 5:40 PM, Weekdays

4610 N. Shepherd. Houston, TX 77018

713.695.5071
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CONSTABLE PROGRAM

by Terry Jeanes & Susan Love-Saranie

Unfortunately crime is up these last
several months throughout the area,
not just in Garden Oaks. Please be on
the lookout for the following vehicle
and occupant descriptions as these
have been seen multiple times in the
area of burglary scenes evading the
constable:

e Black Boxy sedan with 2 black
males in their early 20’s

e Aquamarine or Teal mercury with 2
Hispanic males

If you see anything that fits these
descriptions please call Constable
Dispatch at 713. 755.7628. Allow the
deputies to check it out anytime of the
day. If you would like to receive timely
notices on crime alerts please provide
you name and email to
secretary@gardenoaks.org.

REMINDERS:

Support the Garden Oaks Constable
Program. Send in your form today or see
the link below.

Also you can support the program with
the purchase of a copy of the Garden
Oaks Cookbook. Contact Lacey Marek
at laceymmarek@gmail.com.

Vacation watch form:
www.gardenoaks.org/Resources/
VacationWatch.pdf

Supporter form:
www.gardenoaks.org/
Resources/2012Constable.pdf

PRECINCT ONE CONSTABLE DISPATCH
7137557628

December 2011 STATISTICS
Miles Patrolled...3783
Court Citations...... 17
Alarm Responses....17
Written Warnings....4

Vacations Watches....59
Suspicious Vehicles....50
Park checks...64
Criminal Offenses...5
Arrests....11

SHERWOOD FOREST FAIRE

by Eric Jarvis

Do you enjoy the fun and frivolity of
celebrating the time of Richard the
Lionheart and Robin Hood & his Merry
Men? Then join your neighbors at the
Sherwood Forest Faire February 11 -
April 11 on weekends or Friday, March
16, for all kinds of activities to bring out
the jester in all of us.

The excitement of this special faire, now
in its third year, isn't that of just any
ordinary faire, however. It's one with

a very special connection to Garden
Oaks, with co-founders George Appling
and Brian O’Leary hailing from our
hood. George and Brian are long-time
supporters of the neighborhood, having
hosted numerous parties and events
for the Civic Club, the Home Tour, and
countless volunteer activities since they
moved here in 2004.

George, despite being very successful

in business, would like nothing more
than to be able to leave it behind. And it
just so happens that themed events of
this magnitude can be very profitable.
So, after going to the Texas Renaissance
Festival as a patron for 28 years, and
then attempting to purchase both it
and another similar festival, he and
Brian considered starting their own.

In early 2009 they found their current
business partner, who had dreamed the

same dreams and had already gotten the
ball rolling by purchasing 150 acres on
290 between Giddings and Elgin. George
went out for a volunteer day, met with
him, and from there it was a quick road
to investing in the faire and integrating
himself and Brian into the team. And it's
been a magical journey ever since!

George is now the faire’s Marketing
Director and is also a member of the cast,
playing King Richard the Lionheart! He

had never really acted, but decided to join

the cast last year and quickly mastered
the art of laying a good smack-down on a
very naughty Sheriff!

Brian serves as Webmaster and Craft
Director, handling all applications from
artisans who want to be part of the faire,
as well as overseeing all of the beverage
sales and concessions.

There is also team of six (including
George and Brian) that work year round
to plan the show, and while underway
it requires about 1,300 people to serve
patrons effectively.

As to what you can expect at Sherwood
Forest Faire, well, lots of fun and

frivolity of course. There are over 120
live theatrical, musical or comedic
performances per day, including
falconry, full-contact jousting, musical
performance, juggling, magic, and even
dancing dogs. There are several hundred
characters in full period costume who

wander through the village interacting
with patrons,

bringing a
little magic to
their day.

Of course,
like any faire,
there are the
ubiquitous
turkey

legs and
anything-
on-a-stick!
You'll find
all-you-can-
eat medieval
feasts, wine
tastings,
sword
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lessons, massages, palm and tarot
readings, and craft demonstrations. There
are also 11 kitchens serving delicious
foods, mostly made onsite from scratch.
The cuisine includes everything from
British to Mediterranean.

Oh, and did we mention shopping? There
are approximately 130 shoppes where the
goods are largely handcrafted by the very
artisan sitting behind the counter. So
much to see in 23 acres! Sherwood Forest
Faire strongly emphasizes wares that are
crafted as opposed to imported. There

is a very serious effort to support artists
and the bar to be accepted to exhibit at
the event is quite high. As a result there
is an amazing array of crafts. You'll see
period clothing, jewelry, armor, medieval
weaponry, furniture, leatherwork,

bronze, glasswork, pottery, wood, and

all sorts of fine art. Some of the simpler
things - leather pouches and handbags,
or pottery, for instance - you can watch
being made before your eyes.

And the fun and activities are, of course,
not limited to adults - there is face
painting, hair braiding, pony rides, a
carousel, a petting zoo, and around 15
other rides and games. These activities
will incur a small additional cost, but
there are also free activities - art lessons,
a new play castle, a faerie tea party where
kids can load up on fruit and treats in the
mid-afternoon, and of course tons of kid-
oriented stage shows. And if any member
of the 40-odd faerie troupe encounters

a child in the forest, unless they are

flitting off to a stage for a scheduled
performance, that is usually a source of
immediate fun and a fond memory for
the child!

When asked to comment on the
difference between the Texas Ren Fest
and SFF, Brian shared the following:

«  Aesthetically they are very different
experiences. Sherwood is a much
smaller scale - we are in a very
woodsy 23 acre village on a gentle
slope, and areas of the faire still
feel a little bit untamed. TRF is
50 acres of fairly level ground,
where over 37 years, the trees
have come to be perfectly placed
and cultivated. Also, we enforce
higher standards when it comes
to modern implements. We don't
allow light fixtures, cash registers,
wires, or computers to be visible
to the public where although their
rules prohibit this, such things are
commonplace at TRF.

«  Our architectural style is one of
natural simplicity, while theirs is
one of whimsical grandeur. The
entire perimeter fence and many of
our buildings and stages are built
from the cedars that grew on our
land. Most of the buildings look like
they belong in a forest, or like they
are something Robin Hood'’s folk
would have built.

«  SFF has much smaller crowds.

The 2011 SFF season attendance
(42,000) is a busy Saturday at TRF.

«  Entertainment wise they are
directionally similar events, but
of course they have more shows
than we do and some acts that
we can't afford yet. We win
hands-down with the joust. TRF’s
joust is a staged show, while our
knights are actually competing to
knock each other off their horses.
(Check out the 6-episode Knights
of Mayhem docudrama, recently
aired on the National Geographic
Channel, for an insider’s view of our
jousting troupe - and also for lots of
glimpses of Sherwood Forest Faire.)

«  Overthe years | have tried all the
food at both faires. Ours is superior.
Several of our kitchens produce
food that is suitable for fine

dining, with creativity | have not
encountered at any faire anywhere.
(George and | travel to a few new
ones each year). Almost all the food
is made from scratch onsite.

+  SFF prices are much more
reasonable.

Finally, when Brian was asked what

he likes best about SFF, his response
was that he loves all the sounds

of the faire: the roars of laughter

in the distance, the chatter of kids
enjoying themselves, and the crackling
of the campfires and the music

in the nightly patron campgrounds,
where people relax and kick back. But
best of all, he loves the behind-the-
scenes community of volunteers,
friends, and supporters who would do
anything to make the event succeed,
with no expectation of compensation,
just so they can be a part of the event.

For more information about Sherwood
Forest Faire, including ticket purchases
and directions, check out
www.sherwoodforestfaire.com.

Far left: Brian and their oldest daughter,
Arya. Above: George as King Richard.
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Shannon & Assaociates, Inc.
Shannon L. Nelson, ASID

Registered Interior Designer #2026
Studio 713-802-3301
Fax 713-802-0071
Wireless 713-304-2a5l
Residential & Commercial Interior Design
Renavation * Construction

208 W. 34TH STREET HOUSTON, TEXAS 77018
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Houston's Premier Event Destination

WE ARE OPEN!

901 WEST 34TH STREET
k {713J808—BELL(2355)/

713.695.700%7
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18th Annual Community Breakfast Attracts all Ages.

Kids crafts and activities are always a big hit at the annual Garden Oaks Elementary School
(GOES) Pancake Breakfast & Silent Auction. This year's event will take place on Saturday,
February 4 from 8:00-10:30 a.m. 901 Sue Barnett. The community breakfast includes a silent
auction for thousands of dollars worth of services and merchandise as well as free pan-
cakes, warm syrup, sausage, and Katz coffee. Proceeds help the school cover funding gaps

in classroom technology, field trips, and student art and enrichment programs. Photo by
Shannon Hugetz

JAMES
BUILDING + DESIGN

NEW HOMES

RE-DESIGNS

D-1-Y CONSULTING

COST+ PLANS

RENOVATIONS

-SEE OUR WORK AT-
HARRYJAMESBUILDER.COM
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AIR CONDITIONING TIPS to replace the old one which burned
FOR THE WINTER out because of low refrigerant levels.
by Mitch Weigand A new compressor can cost $3,000 or

more.

Tip No. 21: So What's the Big Deal What else is done during the Spring
about Spring Checks? check?

This year, I'm starting early to
encourage everyone to have a Spring
check performed of their home’s air

Besides looking at freon levels, here’s
what else needs to be inspected:

ditioni Whv is thi OUTSIDE -
con Itioning syst?m. y s this so «  Check start capacitor and potential
important? Well, I'm glad you asked. relay

«  Check compressor contactor.
«  Check all wiring and connections.
+  Check condensing coils.

Pay up now or pay big later
Spring inspections can discover and
fix problems while they're small,
preventing them from becoming INSIDE -
bigger, more expensive problems down
the road. Did you know if your system

is down just one pound of freon (that’s
about 10% overall), your electrical bill
can increase nearly $50 per month? An
A/C unit working at optimal efficiency
uses less energy to cool your house,
and lower energy use means bigger
savings on your monthly utility bills.

+  Check voltage and amperage to all
motors with meters

«  Check air temperature drop across
the evaporator coil.

«  Check secondary drain pan.

+  Lubricate all moving parts.

«  Check and adjust thermostat.

«  Checkfilters.

Finally, if your A/C checkup is scheduled
for Spring, you'll beat the long waits
and higher prices which always come
with peak season/Summer inspections.

Replacing the freon and repairing the
leak that caused it could quite possibly
cost around $200-$350. That's a lot
cheaper than buying a new compressor

A little somethin’ for my Garden Oaks
neighbors

Want to learn which is the best air filter
for your system and get one installed for
FREE? My company, Air Wise, will install
a pleated air filter at no charge during a
Spring A/C check. This offer is exclusive
to Garden Oaks residents only and lasts
until May 31, 2012. One free air filter

per household please. Just let us know
what size filter you will need when you
schedule an appointment.

Mitch is the owner of Air Wise™ and

a member of the Garden Oaks Civic
Club. You can email Mitch with any A/C
questions at mitch@airwisehouston.
com or write to 1590 Sue Barnett Drive,
Houston, TX 77018. All of his previous
columns from the Garden Oaks Gazette
can be found at
www.airwisehouston.com.

Please support our advertisers
who in turn support
our neighborhood.
Tell them you saw their ad
in the Gazette!

[ ] [ ]
A/G Air Filter

Installed during A/C check. A $10 value!
Confirm filter size when making appointment
Limit 1 free filter per household

Garden Oaks residents only ¢ Offer expires May 31, 2012

Confirm filter size when you ca W

7' I 305_ gz + Full installs
+ Emergency service
www.airwisehouston.com day & night

»)Air Wise

.~ AIR CONDITIONIN

Mitch Weigand
owner

LT & HEATING -
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i t as Dept. of Licensing & Regulation
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DEVELOPING A CULTURE OF KINDNESS
by Lindsey Pollock, Principal, Garden Oaks Elementary

February is dominated by the emphasis on Valentine’s Day and the expressions

of

flowers, to cards. How can we extend these expressions of gratitude and help

kindness and caring showered on our loved ones from chocolates, to

our children understand the importance of appreciating the people who

su

sustainable habits, we must encourage our children to care for our world and

rround them every day? As we build a world for our children based on

for one another. The basis of these behaviors begins in infancy.

Retirement May Be Far Off,
But the April 17 Deadline for
IRA Contributions Isn’t.

You have only so many years to prepare for
retirement. That's why contributing to your Individual
Retirement Account (IRA) is so important. Fortunately,
you still have time to maximize your 2011 IRA
contribution before the April 17 deadline.

By contributing now, your retirement savings can
have more opportunity to grow. Even if you already
have an IRA elsewhere, it's easy to transfer it to an
Edward Jones IRA and begin receiving the face-to-face
guidance you deserve.

To learn more about the advantages of an
Edward Jones IRA, call or visit today.

Danyel T Ramelow
Financial Advisor

3818 N Shepherd
Houston, TX 77018
713-694-6644

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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Child psychologist Ainsworth found that
children’s empathy for others was rooted in their
experiences as an infant. Adults who responded
to babies with the child’s point of view in mind,
tended to understand the baby’s distress and
exhibited empathy and compassion. Adults
who ignored or mocked the child contributed
to long-term insecurities in the child resulting

in the child’s inability to relate to the feelings of
others, often becoming bullies in interactions.

Responding to a child with sensitivity and from
their point of view means that adults are aware
of the basic needs of the child: food, shelter,
safety and emotional support. For an adult who
is caring for a child, this means helping the child
navigate the world to be able to adapt to the
demands of the world in a socially responsible
way that builds individual efficacy. This also
means setting limits for children in a consistent
and caring manner.

Once a child is old enough to be able to
verbalize and reason, having discussions with
children around expectations for behavior and
consequences are crucial on a regular basis.
Talking about the dynamics of new situations
and expectations helps children consider the
impact of their behavior on others and practice
appropriate responses in advance. These
discussions are easy to engage in during dinner,
walks together and trips in the car. Talking about
appropriate ways to care for self and others
guides a child to self-regulate and become
successful in their social interactions.

An awareness and appreciation for appropriate
social interactions leads to expressions of thanks
and gratitude for the unique contributions we
make in each others’lives. Children can help
create a world of caring by recognizing actions
they can take to share their appreciation such as
writing a letter, drawing a picture, sharing with
friends and using words to compliment others.
Caring is also expressed by helping others

such as carrying a box for someone with their
hands full or simply recognizing when someone
is overwhelmed. Such perceptions are not
automatic in children and must be nurtured in
advance. According to Montessori, these social
skills are critical to the child’s self-perceptions
and long-term success in society. For the

adult, she instructed that they “show warmth
and sensitivity yet maintain high standards of
behavior!” By helping our children develop an
appreciation and awareness of our responsibility
to care for each other ALL year, we can create a
culture of kindness for a sustainable world!
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GO KIDS UPDATE
by Sarah Heath

Happy Valentine’s Day to everyone. Be
sure to give those sweet kiddos a big
squeeze!

It's a New Year and time for a fresh start.
After three wonderful years as being the

GO Kids coordinator it’s time to hand over
the reins. Kristin Jordan and Ashley Henke

have been an awesome addition to our

group for several years now. They are both

super moms and have many great ideas

to shake up GO Kids. | am so excited to see

what they have to share and | know you
will be too. Thank you Kristin and Ashley!

Along those lines, please join us for a
special Moms’Night Out on Thursday,
February 9, at Plonk Beer & Wine Bistro, at

7:30p.m. | will officially pass the torch over

to our fearless new leaders and together
we can discuss ideas and changes we'd
like to see in GO Kids. GO Kids is and

will always be a“team”so please come
and show your support and share some
laughs. Plonk is located on the corner of
43 Street and Ella. See you there!

Are you or someone you know an

overwhelmed, sleep deprived new
parent? Don't worry because help is

on the way! We are happy to provide
several meals to new families during
those stressful few weeks. If you are
expecting or know a neighbor who

is please contact our Dinner Drop
coordinator, Angelica Sullivan, at
angelicapuerto@hotmail.com and she’ll
set you right up.

Lastly, thank you so much to my
wonderful GO Kids family. You have all
been so amazing and supportive since

I moved to the neighborhood six years
ago.lam glad | got the chance to “lead”
this wonderful group. | am so lucky

to live in such a great area and to be
surrounding by amazing families and
friends. Love to you all!

GO Kids was started by a group of
parents who wanted to build a family
friendly neighborhood where children
and parents know each other and grow
together. All Garden Oaks families are
welcome. Not on the GO Kids list serve?
Want more information about GO Kids?
Contact Kristin Jordan (kriki@me.com) or
Ashley Henke (ashleymariehenke@gmail.
com) for all the details.

}4 Premicre Cleaning Service since 1989
* Family Owned and Operated
* Bonded and Insured
. ’Wcé'ﬂ v, Bi-Monthly, One-Time
* All |;‘qgl‘l‘lt‘lli and Supplies Provided
* Travel in Teanis with Superyisor
* English Speaking Manager Always on Site
* BBB Member o
YOU OWE YOURSELF
A PROFESSIONAL
HOME CLEANING SERVICE Bg

713.664.9911 =

fhener

For all of Your
Printing & Bookbinding
Needs

@) 0.D.’s Printing

Neighbor helping neighbor

Oscar D. Ochoa
Owner

8924 Emmott Road
T713-896-0052

HOUSTON’S CUSTOM HOMES
PREMIER GREEN HOME DESIGN
BUILDER IN SOLUTION REMODEL
YOUR GARDEN POOLS
OAKS COMMUNITY! Residential Construction and Desigv LIVING
We build in the CALL US FOR A FREE CONSULTATION ABOUT We specialize in
style you love: YOUR DREAM HOME OR REMODELING PROJECT! green building
TRADITIONAL that is
MEDITERREAN 281-914-9416 affordable and
CRAFTSMAN Solution Builders, LLC dba Solution 4 Living reduces your
MODERN 709 Sue Barnett Dr. Houston, TX 77008 , www.so4L.com cost of living!
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EATING LOCAL
by Dian Austin

If your New Year's resolution is to eat
healthier and/or support local farmers,
Houston offers a multitude of options,
including a new farmers’ market right in
our own neighborhood.

Local farmers’ markets have been
cropping up all over town, and the
greater Houston area has a couple
dozen of the markets. We are fortunate
to live in an area that is abundant with
farmers dedicated to providing locally
grown foods to as many consumers as
possible. Most of the foods have been
produced sustainably, maintaining all the
nutritional benefits (and flavors) without
the health and environmental costs of
artificial fertilizers and pesticides.

Many of us in the neighborhood support
several of these markets and other
shopping options, and I've highlighted

a few below. As we go to press, a new
market has surfaced that will open on
Saturdays across from the Petrol Station.

Why support a local farmers’ market?

1. Local food tastes better. It is fresher
and has been ripened in the field rather
than in a shipping container.

2. Local food is better for you. The
shorter the time between field and table,
the fewer the nutrients lost.

3. Local food preserves bio-diversity.
Large scale farming uses a limited
number of varieties of plants and
animals to maximize uniformity and shelf
life. Local farms often grow a greater
variety of plants and animals that are well
suited to local conditions.

4. Local food has a smaller carbon
footprint. Buying organic produce may
seem like it would be better for the
environment but it can actually have a
negative impact due to the use of diesel
fuels in hauling it long distances. Local
farmers and ranchers travel relatively
short distances to bring what they grow
to you.

5. Local food supports local families.
Local farmers sell directly to their
customers, cutting out the middleman
and enabling them to support
themselves by what they grow. It also

means that local dollars stay within the
community and have three times the
impact on the local economy.

Some local market options:

The Farm Stand at Petrol Station
Saturdays from 9am to 1pm, in the lot
across from the Petrol Station (Wakefield
& Golf ), beginning January 21.

Initially the market is offering organic/
sustainably grown fruits and vegetables,
olive oils and vinegars, free range eggs
and chicken, pastured pork, goat milk
and cheese, pastas, artisan breads and
pastries, prepared foods, handcrafted
items, and more.

There is the possibility that this could
turn into a bigger venue, including an
actual co-op, if there is enough support
and interest.

Rice University Farmers’ Market.
Tuesdays from 3:30 - 7 pm on the Rice
University Campus. Vendors set up

in the South Stadium parking lot off
University Blvd. This market originally
started at Onion Creek in the Heights,
but was invited to become part of Rice
University in 2010.

Among other things, it offers a variety of
fruits and vegetables, humanely raised
meats free of hormones, organic baby
foods, baked pet treats, freshly prepared
foods (including vegan), handmade
cheeses, and handmade soaps and
lotions.

Urban Harvest Eastside Market.
Saturdays 8am - 12 pm, in the parking
lot behind 3000 Richmond at Eastside.

This market generally has more than 50
farmers and vendors selling everything
from freshly harvested produce and
artisan bread to grass-fed beef and emu
eggs. Most times they feature live music
too.

Other nearby options:
Revival Market, 550 Heights Blvd near
White Oak.

Offers fresh foods sourced from local
farmers, ranchers, cheese makers and

food artisans as well as a wide array of
seasonally-inspired prepared foods,
charcuterie, and house-made staples
like vinegar, pickles and jams.

Revival Market is one of the only retail
stores in the country that raises heritage
breed, all-natural meats - pork, lamb,
and chicken - for direct sale from their
own Revival Farms to their customers.
www.revivalmarket.com

Central City Co-op, 2515 Waugh (inside
Grace Lutheran Church), Wednesdays
from 9 - 6pm. Houston’s original
organic co-op supports local farms and
sustainable agriculture by giving their
members an easy way to buy a variety
of local and organic produce each
week at a reasonable price. Everything
offered weekly is either nationally-
certified USDA organic or locally grown
with sustainable farming practices by
known farms. Annual memberships are
available.

www.centralcityco-op.com

The Rawfully Organic Co-op delivers
pre-ordered shares of vegetables and
fruits weekly to members. Pick up is at
the Houston Arboretum, 4501 Woodway,
on Tuesdays from 4-7 pm. For more
information or membership, check out
www.rawfullyorganic.com.

More available markets in Houston, can
be found at www.picktexas.com/
farm market/houston.htm.

And there’s even the option to buy CSA
(community supported agriculture)
shares from various local farmers.
http://localharvest.org/csa/M9495

Here are some tips before you go to
some of the farmers’ markets:

«  Early morning shoppers may get
first pick of the vegetables.

«  Late shoppers, however, may get
good deals from vendors who'd
rather not pack up unsold goods.

«  Take cash; small bills are usually
appreciated.

«  Carry your own basket or shopping
bag.
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PHOTO OF THE MONTH
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See for yourself what
makes us the #19 choice for

your cleaning needs!
We promise you will experience the
best in customer service and home
cleaning. Call 713-665-6243 today

for your quote or visit ( ’ )
www.maidhouston.com = §”
® A+ Rating with the BBB BBB

'ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

® 2010/2011 BBB Award of Excellence @mi=ss
® Houston Press “Best Maid Service” 2010
® 5 Star Rating on Yelp!

Call us for the Gazette Readers Discount!

The inaugural Saturday at The Farm Stand at Petrol Station on January 21 drew many 1 yisit* 4 visit*
interested neighbors who enjoyed a variety of produce, food, goods and more. After the
enthusiastic response, more is planned for subsequent Saturday markets.

Photo by Jeremy Goodwin.

* New clients only with regular repeat schedule. Cannot be combined
with any other offer or discount. Offer expires 5-31-12.

/ DABLE and
KNOWLEDGEABLE agent)

adventurous cat owne

and willing to relocate. E
black and white tuxedo ca
will be answered. Loo

Look no further.

Daniel Becnel, Agent
10500 Northwest Fwy Ste 100
Houston, TX 77092
Bus: 713-680-2178
www.danielbecnel.com
Hablamos Espafiol

Having one special person for your car, home and life insurance lets
you get down to business with the rest of your life. It's what | do.
GET TO A BETTER STATE"

CALL ME TODAY.

&|StateFarm

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company,
1101201 State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
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Kerving Garden Qaks since 1987

Landscape Design and Installation

Sprinkler System
Installation & Repair

Drainage Systems
Full Service Lawn Maintenance
Stonework
Water Features

Landscape Lighting

DAVID BARTULA
713.688.4244

Insured for your protection LI 7049

NEIGHBORHOOD
RESOURCE: OAK FOREST
LIBRARY

If you haven't had a chance to visit
our neighborhood renovated public
library, you're missing a real treat.
The Oak Forest Library at 1349 W.
43 sports two new brick and glass
wings and a new “outdoor” reading
room with lots of natural light.

The original signature green tile
mosaic wall still faces the Oak Forest

Shopping Center, but a new second
entrance for the neighborhood now
sits in a much greener space on Oak
Forest Drive, just across the street
from Oak Forest Elementary.

Also, if you have a library card,

you can check out books online
just by going to http://catalog.
houstonlibrary.org, browsing the
catalog, choosing an item, and
placing it on hold. You can request
it to be sent to any library location.
An email will be sent to you when
the book is ready to be picked up.

The Oak Forest library has 10
computers for public use and a
large selection of books on tape as
well.

Please support our advertisers who in
turn support our neighborhood.
Tell them you saw their ad
in the Gazette!

&

we’ll do thelrest!

bhonded and license

For all your plumbing installations and repaits.

When you thoose Plumbco Houston for your plumbing repairs, you
are assured of top quality work performed by fully qualified, insured,
gplumbers. We pride our company on providing fast
friendly service, offering competitive prices, quality plumbing products
that are environmentally safe, all while solving your plumbing needs.

Gary Bledn

wunw. Plumbeolousion.com
Yeur NMelglbarbood Plumberi

Must present coupon af time of service.

MPL 36609
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EXCELL DENTAL CARE

Ing

Dr. Mary Ann Sagullo DDS

304 East Tidwell Ste Houston, TX. 77022
713-692-1388

Holiday Special
$ 7 9 Exam and Cleaning

ludes: Dental Exam, X Rays, Basic cleaning and Oral Cancer & Periodontal Screening. $ 400 value, 80% savings, some
restrictions apply.

E. Tidwell

Simple

- x
2 — Extractions

N $ 89

N

/
\ /

www.excelldentalcare.com

WE AC\C\EPTMEDICAID, CHIPS & MOST PPO DENTAL INSU]&\TCE.

Gazette

(Not in conjunction with others, Not applicable with insurance plans.)
Expires 3/31/11 Please Bring This Coupon * Surgical $149

21


http://catalog.houstonlibrary.org
http://catalog.houstonlibrary.org

Bone Yoyage

713-688-6363
Casey Farris
Owner/Pet Lover

www:goDOGusatcom

SECURITY ALERTS VIA EMAIL
Are you interested in receiving
SECURITY ALERTS and other key
community notifications
electronically?

Send your name and email address
to secretary@gardenoaks.org
to sign up.

With the new advancements in our
community’s technology (GODAT
project), we will be able to provide
you with emails about CRIME and
NEIGHBORHOOD ISSUES so that
you are easily and quickly informed.

Please support our advertisers
who in turn support
our neighborhood.
Tell them you saw their ad
in the Gazette!
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Critters 101: Who Else Needs White
Teeth?

If your pet has bad breath — read on! An
astounding 80% of dogs and 70% of cats
show signs of oral disease by age three,
according to the American Veterinary
Dental Society. Poor oral health in

dogs and cats can cause serious health
problems in addition to painful tooth loss
or gum disease. The buildup of plaque
and tartar in a pet’s mouth can cause
periodontal disease, an infection that
can spread through the bloodstream to
the heart, liver and kidneys. Symptoms
of gum disease in dogs and cats include
yellow and brown build-up of tartar
along the gum line, inflamed gums and
persistent bad breath.

Periodontal disease is a common problem
in dogs, particularly smaller breeds.
Canine dentistry experts believe this is
because small dogs'teeth often are too
large for their mouths, forcing the teeth
closer together. Bacteria, combined with
saliva and food debris between the tooth
and gum, can cause plaque formulations
that accumulate on the tooth. As bacteria

GARDEN OAKS

CRITTER CORNER
by Casey and Dorothy Dan Farris

grow in the plaque and as calcium salts
are deposited, plaque turns to tartar. If
tartar is not removed from the teeth,
pockets of pus may appear along the
gum line and further separate the teeth
from the gum, which allows more food
and bacteria to accumulate. Without
proper treatment, this plaque and tartar
buildup may cause periodontal disease,
which affects the tissue and structure
supporting the teeth.

Periodontitis is irreversible and may
lead to other health problems. Unlike
the inflamed gums of gingivitis,

which can be treated and reversed
with thorough plaque removal and
continued plaque control, periodontitis
can only be contained to prevent
progression. The disease causes red,
swollen and tender gums, receding
gums, bleeding, pain and bad breath.
If left untreated, periodontitis can lead
to tooth loss. The infection caused by
periodontal disease may enter the
bloodstream, potentially infecting the
heart, liver and kidneys.

Common indications of oral disease
include bad breath, a change in eating
or chewing habits, pawing at the face

Adpvertising Rates, Sizes, and

Submission Guidelines

Size Single
2%Wx23/8H $60.00
21/4Wx41/4H $90.00

Half Page 7 /AW X 4% H $110.00
FullPage7%2Wx9% H $180.00

$150.00
$225.00

Half Page Back Cover
Full Page Back Cover

Six Months Twelve Months
$300.00 $580.00
$450.00 $870.00
$550.00 $1065.00
$900.00 $1745.00
$750.00

$1125.00

Inserts (full page only, single sided) $180.00

Inserts (double sided) $225.00

1. Placement of the ad is at the discretion of the editor.
2. Camera-ready artwork must be submitted by the 15th of each month
for publication the following month and emailed to:

gazette@gardenoaks.org

3. Artwork must be emailed in the following formats:

JPEG (.jpg) or GIF (.gif)
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or mouth and depression. If any of these
signs are present, the pet should be
taken to the veterinarian for a dental
exam. February is Pet Dental Care
Awareness month so many veterinarians
will be running specials on oral
examinations.

The first step in preventing oral disease is
a routine physical examination including
a dental exam. Pet owners should
practice a regular dental care regimen

at home, which may include brushing
the pet'’s teeth with specially formulated
toothpaste. It is best to start early, but
grown dogs and cats can learn to tolerate
brushing. Toothpaste for humans is not
recommended because it may upset the
pet’s stomach.

Pet of the Month: Messrs. February

are Max and Chewie Kwan. They live in
Section 5 with their brother, a seven-year
old black rabbit originally named Hei-Do
(black bean in Chinese) and re-named
Hey/D’oh! (short for “Hey, stop chewing
on that!”and the resulting exclamation,
“D'oh!"), and their mom, Priscilla. Max is
a black and white rescue Cocker Spaniel/
ShiTzu mix who is thirteen years young
while Chewie is a brown gray rescue

Wheaten Terrier/Chow mix who is eight
years old. When Max and Chewie were
first introduced to each other six years
ago, they became instant friends.

Max and Chewie are forever fascinated
by the antics of Hey/D'oh! and love
taking long walks and siestas in the sun.
They also love making mix tape CDs
of their favorite songs for family and
friends and getting their “snack on.” On
the other hand, Max and Chewie hate
haircuts and baths. Say the phrase,
“Wanna snack?” and they’ll scamper
toward you as quickly as they can for a
yummy treat. Say “cut-cut” or “bath” and
they'll run as quickly as they can away
from you and into the backyard to hide
in the trees. Max, Chewie, Hey/ D'oh, and
mom, Priscilla, are hilarious, and they
are also a tremendous joy to their family
and neighborhood friends!

SELF-SERVE DOg WasH
PLAY aR€a ¥ PHOTO STUDIO
aLL NATURAL goopies
gROOMING & FULL-SERVE WaSHES

1216 DURHaM DR
© WasSHINgTON Ave
HousTon, TX 77007

WWW.DIRTYHaIRYDOgWasH.neT 713.861.6787

Casey Farris is owner/operator of Bone
Voyage Pet Sitting Services and Go Dog
USA. Dorothy Dan is owner/operator of
Casey. Please forward your questions and
pet news to Casey@GoDogUSA.com or
call 713-688-6363.

Monday - Friday: 7:00

(713) 682 -

www.oakforestvetclinic.com

Oak
Forest
Veterinary
Clinic

By appointment only

Saturday: 7:30 - 11:30 AM

Walk-in's welcome

2120 West 34th Street

(Between T.C. Jester & Ella)

Hallie Ray Moore, DVM

Susan Cardenas. DVM

Wellness Exams & Vaccinations
Convenient Drop-off Service
New In-house Laboratory
Baths & Grooming
Pet Food & Treats
Radiology
Online Pharmacy
Ultrasound Imaging
Large Boarding Facilities
24/7 Medical Record Access

6351

Supporting our community
since 1964
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 Pancake
Breakfast,
8-10:30 am,
GOES
5 6 7 8 9 GardenClub | 10 11
Civic Club mtg 7 pm
7:00pm, GOES
& MNO 7pm Plonk
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
HAPPY

VALENTINES DAY

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

Presidents Day

26 27 28 29 1 March 2 3

BEANNGIRE e

GO H B QB CONTACT ME FOR A FREE MARKET AMALYSIS OF YOUR HOME.

GARDENOAKSHOMES.COM

709 W 42ND

T METROPOLITAN
DEANNA@GARDENOAKSHOMES.COM ~ 281.658.4514




