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GARDEN OAKS VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Make it your 2012 resolution to lend a hand 

As you begin  2012 and 

resolutions for the new year are 

made, consider lending your time 

and talents to one of many  

volunteer opportunities  

available within our neighbor-

hood. Whether serving the civic 

club as an officer or committee 

chair, or by volunteering for one 

of the many Garden Oaks events 

or community groups, there is 

something for everyone. 

While Garden Oaks is already supported by countless volunteers 

who work to make this community great, there is always a need 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
 

CITIZENS’ PATROLLERS 
18+ year old volunteers are needed to increase 
patrol of our neigborhood. For more  

information, contact gocop@gardenoaks.org

 

HOME TOUR VOLUNTEERS  

Whether you’d like to chair a committee, work 

the preview party,  serve as a docent at a 

home, sell tickets on tour day, put up posters 

in the surrounding area or helping with set up, 

almost any talent or interest you have can  

be of benefit to our neighborhood’s largest  

funrdaiser. For more information on volunteer 

needs and opportunities, contact  

president@gardenoaks.org

GAZETTE BLOCK CAPTAIN 

Gazette delivery block captain needed

for the 900 block of W. 43rd. For more  

information, contact  

gazettedelivery@gardenoaks.org

 

Other excellent opportunities include  

helping with beautification, and working on 

the Gazette or you can simply come to a Civic 

Club meeting and share your ideas.

Peace on Earth Beginning with Me ... 7 

Constable Program ... 8 

Julia Ideson Library Building Tours ... 9 

The Greyhound Whisperer (That is a Cat) ... 10 

GOES Pancake Breakfast ... 12 

Photo of the Month ...14 

AC Tips ... 14 

Critter Corner ... 16 

Events Calendar ... 20

for the contribution only you can 

make.

As Civic Club President Mark Klein 

has stated, “Living here seems more 

a lifestyle choice than merely a 

decision on where to hang your hat 

each evening, for the soul of any 

neighborhood worth its salt can be 

found in its people and the com-

munity they create. “ 

Join the Garden Oaks volunteer 

team today. You’ll be glad you did!

JAN 2012

CIVIC CLUB 

MEETINGS

January 3, 7 p.m.  

Civic Club Meeting 

Garden Oaks Elementary School

REMINDERS
Be sure to check for the recent 

Civic Club and Constable  

membership mail-out and  

complete your forms today!
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Garden Oaks Gazette
The Garden Oaks Gazette is the 
official publication of  the Garden  
Oaks Civic Club and is published   
on a monthly basis. Submission  
deadline is the 15th of each month 
for publication the next month  
unless otherwise noted.  
No exceptions.
 
Publication of any article not 
related to the Civic Club does 
not imply endorsement by the 
Garden Oaks Civic Club
and is solely the opinion 
of the author.

 
Gazette Contacts
Jessica Jarvis—Editor
1551 Sue Barnett  713.446.6440
   gazette@gardenoaks.org
Dian Austin—Delivery Coordinator
733 W. 42nd  713. 691.6505 
   gazettedelivery@gardenoaks.org
Elizabeth Klein—Advertising Director   
  713.320.7252  
  gazetteads@gardenoaks.org

Dian Austin - Proofreader

Civic Club Officers
Mark Klein—President
231 W. 34th 281.536.6063 
  president@gardenoaks.org
Open Position —Vice President
Volunteer needed!
  vicepresident@gardenoaks.org 
Phil Ramirez—Treasurer
975 Lamonte 832.794.1221 
  treasurer@gardenoaks.org
Heather Leverett —Secretary 
319 W. 31st 832.455.6254  
  secretary@gardenoaks.org

Standing Committee Chairs
Kimberly Horowitz—Beautification
1006 Sue Barnett  713.824.0435 
  beautification@gardenoaks.org
Carl Waters Jr.—Citizen Patrol
821 W. 31st 713.864.1992 
  gocop@gardenoaks.org 
Joe Muscara—GardenOaks.org
750 Sue Barnett  713.691.6833 
  webmaster@gardenoaks.org
Dian Austin—Membership
733 W. 42nd 713.691.6505 
  membership@gardenoaks.org
Terry Jeanes—Constable Program
922 W. 41st 713.812.9154 
  constable@gardenoaks.org 

CITIZENS’ PATROL 
PROGRAM
by Carl Waters, Jr.

Many thanks to the volunteers who 

gave their time last year to make the 

Citizens Patrol program work. Without 

their time this program would not exist.

Our program could use more 

volunteers. If your New Year’s resolution 

is to become more active in the Garden 

Oaks community, our program could 

use your help. It takes just a few 

simple steps to become a member. 

First, you need to contact me by 

telephone at 713-864-1992, by email 

at GOCOP77018@AOL.com or through 

the Garden Oaks web site GardenOaks.

org.  If you chose the last option, click 

on the “get involved” link and then 

click on our program. Once you have 

signed up you will need to complete 

a one hour training class and pass a 

criminal background check conducted 

by the Houston Police Department. 

The program is open to all Garden Oaks 

residents 18 years of age or older. 

November Crime Statistics: 9

Burglary: 2

900 block of Lamonte Ln. on 

Wednesday, November 16 at 7:00 a.m. 

(residence). 

1000 block of W. 43rd St. on Wednesday 

November 23 at 9:10 p.m. (residence).

Theft: 6

900 block of Lamonte Ln. on Saturday, 

November 5 at 9:00 p.m. (street).

900 block of W. 43rd St. on Saturday, 

November 5 at 10:30 p.m. (driveway).

200 block of the W. Loop North on 

Wednesday, November 16 at 11:00 a.m. 

(service station).

3100 block of N. Shepherd Dr. on 

Thursday, November 17 at 12:30 p.m. 

(restaurant). 

900 block of Sue Barnett Dr. on Friday, 

November, 18 at 1:00 p.m. (school). 

900 block of W. 43rd St. on Tuesday, 

November 29 at 6:00 a.m. (garage).

Auto Theft: 1

3100 block of N. Shepherd Dr. on 

Saturday, November 5 at 12:01 a.m. 

(other). 

Emergency Numbers
 

Emergency Services 911

HPD Non-Emergency Services  

713.884.3131

Constable Dispatch  

713.755.7628

All Other City Services 311

With the high number of crimes 

reported in October and November it 

looks like for the first time in four years 

we will have more crimes reported than 

the previous year. 

Inquiries about joining the Citizens Patrol 

Program or about other community 

safety issues can be directed to me via 

neighborhood website GardenOaks.

org or to the COP email account at 

GOCOP77018@AOL.com or by phone at 

713.864.1992.
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HEARD UNDER THE OAK 
TREE
by Terry Jeanes

Welcome New Neighbors

Congratulations on joining us. We hope 

to see you at a civic club meeting soon.

4235 Apollo 517 West 31st

208 West 33rd 705 West 34th 

212 West 34th  1571 Sue Barnett

839 Lamonte

  

January  Birthdays 

Hannah Stender -  4

Garrett Langdon Crownover – 5

Phil Ramirez  - 10

Patricia Semands –19

 Jennifer Langdon – 21

Lindsay Veech – 24

Joe Muscara & Shellye Arnold - 30

And belated birthday wished to 

Sabrina Innocenti. December - 15

Congratulations   

Bonnie & Rudy Hernandez on their 

anniversary this month. Robert 

DeVeau was honored with the Supplier 

Rep of the Year at a recent trade show 

in his industry. Bill Holden recently 

took his last final and can now see the 

end of his school work. Congratulations 

to Stacy and  Mike Gross and big sister 

Alissa who welcomed Madelyn Claire, 

5lbs 13 oz., on Wednesday December 

14.

Out and About 

Chris & Art Lindsay recently visited 

Napa Valley.  Caroline McLean made  

a surprise  birthday visit to see her 

mom in Scotland. Sarah Klein played 

the role of Miss Hannigan in a recent 

production of Annie.

Condolences and Special Thoughts  

To Phil Ramirez and his family in the 

recent loss of his sister. Also to the 

Shaughnessy household on the 

passing of Seamus their 17 yr old 

cat, and  Gary Konecky  on the loss 

of his dog of 15 years, Ocky. 

To highlight an event, celebration, 

or other tidbit, contact Terry 

Jeanes at terry@terryjeanes.com or 

713.812.9154.
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GOMO Review Meetings
take place prior to Civic Club 

meetings at 6:30p.m.

   GOMO Board of Directors
Section 1:

Mark Saranie (2012) Vice President

235 W 33rd

Home: 713.861.7994

Cell: 713.724.1271

msaranie@comcast.net

Melissa Haselden Zepeda (2013)

320 W. 34th Street

713.459.5339 or 713.426.6413

melissahaselden@gmail.com
 

Sheila Briones (2014)

412 W. 34th

Home: 713.861.8091

Cell: 281.685.8133

sbriones@hotmail.com

Section 2:

Gale Gorman (2012)

742 Sue Barnett

gale_gorman@mac.com

Ed de Alba (2013)

744 W. 43rd

Cell: 713.628.7008

ferrocem@yahoo.com

Adrian Berry (2014) Secretary

737 W. 42nd

Home: 713.692.0408

adrian.berry@yahoo.com

 

Section 3:

Daniel Horowitz (2012)

1006 Sue Barnett 

dhorowitz@abrahamwatkins.com

John E Arnett (2013) 

806 W. 42nd

713.692.1648

jearnett@sbcglobal.net

Joan Harmon (2014) 

827 Lamonte

713.818.9683

joanharmon827@yahoo.com
 

Section 5:

Jim Willburn (2012) 

1583 Sue Barnett Dr.

713.812.0564

jimwillburn@yahoo.com

Teresa Coleman (2013)

1003 Gardenia

713.686.7728

teresa.coleman@pobox.com
 

Tim Weltin (2014) President

1567 Sue Barnett Drive

Home: 713.540.5315

timweltin@mycase.info

Terms expire October of year in parentheses.

GO CIVIC CLUB MEETING 
MINUTES
December 6, 2011

O’Leary/Appling residence 710 

Garden Oaks Blvd  

by Heather Leverett, Secretary

Welcome: President Mark Klein 

called the meeting to order at 7:30 

p.m.   

A motion was made and carried to 

accept the November minutes as 

published in the Gazette. 

President’s Announcements: 

Holiday Party: Thank you to Brian 

O’Leary and George Appling for 

opening their home for this meeting 

and holiday party. Special thanks to 

Jessica Jarvis for the wonderful work 

on the Gazette and all the others 

who volunteered throughout the 

year. 

Elections: GOCC Officer elections 

will be held in January. If you are 

interested in running for an  

officer position, email  

elections@gardenoaks.org. We need 

nominations for Vice President.  

Waterline Project:  The work is 

moving quickly.  Restorations will be 

made after the project is completed. 

There will be repairs to the irrigation 

system in the park.  Home Tour:  

Initial homes have been identified. 

The planning will move forward in 

the next month. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer 

Ramirez was not present due 

to a sudden death  in his family. 

President Klein announced that 

vote for the 2012 budget will take 

place in January.  The budget is very 

similar to the one for 2011.

GODAT Update: Secretary Leverett 

reported that GODAT training has 

started. Initial use of the system 

for communications will begin this 

month. We ask that everyone bear 

with us as we work through any 

glitches. Based on the training, some 

changes in functionality have been 

requested and will be completed 

in December. Please encourage 

your neighbors to provide us with 

email addresses so we can begin to 

communicate electronically.

Standing Committee Reports:  

GO Citizens Patrol: Carl Waters 

reported nine crimes in November 

which included two burglaries, 

six thefts, and one auto theft.  We 

are still having cases of morning 

hour break-ins, including kick-ins.  

We need volunteers for additional 

patrols. The next training will be 

on the 2nd Tuesday in January. All 

applications will need to be turned 

in prior to the start of training. 

Constable Program: Terry Jeanes 

reported that intruders are watching 

for the Constable and timing the 

break-ins away from the Constable.  

We now have unmarked patrol cars 

in the area to attempt to catch the 

burglars. Witnesses have reported 

two black males in their early 

twenties, driving a black sedan, 

leaving the crime scene. A teal 

vehicle, possibly a Mercury, may 

also be involved. The majority of the 

break-ins are in the morning and the 

burglars are knocking on the front 

door and going around to the back 

of homes to kick in the back door.  

If anyone asks if you have an alarm, 

reply with yes. A few weeks ago, an 

alarm company was surveying the 

area for clients but it could have 

been a scam to identify houses 

without alarms. We are urging 

everyone to use the Constable 

Vacation Watch for their home while 
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away.  Please also set your alarms 

when not at home.

Membership: Please remind your 

neighbors to support the civic club 

and join. 

Beautification:  No update.

Gazette: No update.

GardenOaks.org Website: No update.

GOMO Update: Positions have been 

filled and plans have been approved. 

If you see changes occurring on your 

street, touch base with GOMO to ask 

any questions.

President Klein adjourned the 

meeting at 7:57 p.m.

    GARDEN CLUB OFFICERS
   President   

   Cathy Wahren 713.686.8686

   catalinaw2@yahoo.com

   Vice President/Communications

   Chris Lindsay 713.819.8412

   Chris.Lindsay@sbcglobal.net

   Treasurer 

   Robert DeVeau 832.659.7797

   RobertDeveau@sbcglobal.net

   Secretary

    Mary Lynn Porter 

 

GARDEN OAKS NEWS
 

Timely information about informa-

tion and events can be found on the 

Garden Oaks Yahoo group which can 

be found at http://groups.yahoo.com/

group/Houston_GO. Also join us on 

Facebook at www.facebook.com/

groups/35914307130/

Interested in seeing the Gazette, 

photos and ads in color?  A color 

Gazette is produced and posted each 

month online at www.gardenoaks.org/

involvement/gazette.html.
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Shannon & Associates, Inc.
Shannon L. Nelson, ASID

Registered Interior Designer #2026
Studio 713-802-9301

Fax 713-802-0071
Wireless 713-304-2551

Residential & Commercial Interior Design
Renovation * Construction

208 W. 34TH STREET HOUSTON, TEXAS 77018

THE 2012 GARDEN OAKS 
HOME & GARDEN TOUR 
ANNOUNCES SPONSORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES
by Susan Kostelecky

Sponsorship opportunities have 

now opened up for the 2012 tour! 

Area businesses can benefit from 

marketing their companies and 

services to the hundreds of tour 

attendees as well as visitors to the 

GO website and recipients of the 

GO Gazette.

A full list of sponsor levels and 

benefits, which include online and 

in-print advertising before, during 

and after the tour, can be found on 

the Garden Oaks website at  

www.gardenoaks.org/hometour/.  

We are pleased to announce that 

our first sponsors have already 

stepped up to support the 

upcoming event:

• Chris Schmidt of SCM 

Construction is a Platinum 

Sponsor ($1,000)

• Sue Schmidt – Keller Williams 

Metropolitan is a Gold Sponsor 

($500)

If you have questions about how 

sponsoring the tour can benefit 

your business or would like more 

information, call Susan Kostelecky 

at 713-697-4110 or email 

skdesigns@mindspring.com.

THE 2012 GARDEN OAKS 
HOME & GARDEN TOUR: 
LOCATION UPDATE

The corrected location for the 

garden featured on the 2012 Home 

Tour is 1325 Sue Barnett Drive.  This 

large softly curving garden not only 

accents the stately home and gen-

erously sized front yard, but  

features a wide variety of seasonal 

and colorful plantings which ap-

peal to passersby throughout the 

year.

Crea ti ng฀Spac es฀fo r฀a฀ ฀
L ife tim e฀of฀L ivi ng

Your Neighborhood Remodeler/Builder

4206 Law Street  |   Houston, TX 77005  |  713.666.1931  |  w w w. w m s h a w a n d a s s o c . c o m

Winner of the 2009 Texas Remodeler of the Year 

Winner of the 2008 Star Award Best Specialty Room

Winner of the 2007 Master Design Gold Award
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LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH 
AND LET IT BEGIN WITH ME
by Lindsey Pollock, GOES Principal

Some of you may recognize these familiar 

words to a song that I learned in grade school.  

These words seem just as relevant today as they 

did those many years ago. As many of us focus 

on our New Year’s resolutions for 2012, peace 

seems one of those universal resolutions from 

which we can all benefit.

Peace education is a fundamental part of 

Montessori education. Dr. Montessori lived 

through both World Wars and was troubled 

by the widespread pain, suffering and human 

annihilation that she witnessed. When it 

became apparent that Mussolini was an agent 

of terror, she and her son fled Italy to the 

safety of India where she spent years sharing 

her message of education for all children. Her 

efforts were recognized by the international 

community by nominations for the Nobel Peace 

Prize three separate years.

How do we share her hope for a peaceful 

world with our children today? In the 

Montessori classroom, peace tables are a part 

of the classroom curriculum. If children have a 

disagreement, the two children are ushered to 

the peace table where they sit to discuss the 

cause of the disagreement and ways to solve 

the situation peacefully. Peace tables are set 

with a vase and rose to represent the beauty 

and tranquility found in nature that are freely 

available to everyone. Further, Montessori 

classrooms emphasize the uniqueness and 

value of every person and their cultural 

background. Lessons in the cultural studies area 

are incorporated into the daily group meetings 

and students are encouraged to share their 

families’ histories and personal stories with 

their classroom community. Since children stay 

together for three years in a multi-age setting, 

deeper understanding and connections are 

forged that contribute to a connection to others 

and awareness of the humanity we all share.

At Garden Oaks Elementary, we strive to 

provide peaceful learning opportunities for 

all children and extend the basic Montessori 

curriculum to ensure teachers are equipped 

to embrace changing societal values since 

the time of Dr. Montessori. These include 

partnering with the Human Rights Campaign 

Family Project to becoming a pilot school for 

the Welcoming Schools Program to support 

family diversity, gender expansion and peaceful 

If You Aren’t at Your Last Job,   
   Why Is Your 401(k)?

Leaving a 401(k) with a previous employer could mean 

leaving it alone with no one to watch over it.

At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your 401(k) 

and help you select the one that’s best for you. If you’d 

like to roll it over to an Edward Jones Individual Retire-

ment Account (IRA), we can help you do it without 

paying taxes or penalties. And you can feel confident 

that someone is looking out for you and your 401(k).

To find out why it makes sense to talk with  
Edward Jones about your 401(k) options,  
call or visit your local financial advisor today.

www.edwardjones.com  Member SIPC

Danyel T Ramelow
Financial Advisor
.
3818 N Shepherd
Houston, TX 77018
713-694-6644

school communities (www.welcomingschools.org). Additionally, a group of 

teachers attended a special forum by John Hunter at the University of Houston 

when he presented his Peace Game and curriculum. By promoting peace at 

school and in our homes, we can be the difference that creates peace for our 

communities and our world.  For more information on ways to incorporate 

peace activities at home go to:

www.peacecorps.gov/kids

www.planetpals.com/IKC

www.wilderdom.com/games/PeaceEducationExperientialActivities.html

Happy 2012 and may you be the peace you seek for your children!
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CONSTABLE PROGRAM
by Terry Jeanes & Susan Love-Saranie

Please be on the lookout for the 

following vehicle and occupant 

descriptions as these have been 

seen multiple times in the area 

of burglary scenes evading the 

constable:

• Black Boxy  sedan with 2  black 

males in the early 20’s

• Aquamarine or Teal mercury 

with 2 Hispanic males

If you see anything that fits these 

descriptions please call Constable 

Dispatch at 713 755-7628

Due to the increase of incidents 

through the area, Timbergrove, 

Heights, Oak Forest, Shepherd 

Forest, The Plazas, and Garden Oaks,  

neighbors are encouraged to stay 

on their toes. Please call if anything 

you see does not fit the norm. Allow 

the deputies to check it out anytime 

of the day. 

REMINDERS:

Support the Garden Oaks Constable 

Program. Send in your form today or 

see the link below.

Also you can support the program 

with the purchase of a copy of the 

Garden Oaks Cookbook. Contact 

Lacey Marek,   

laceymmarek@gmail.com. 

Vacation watch form:  

www.gardenoaks.org/Resources/

VacationWatch.pdf

Supporter form:  

www.gardenoaks.org/

Resources/2012Constable.pdf 

NOVEMBER 2011 STATISTICS

Miles Patrolled…2716

Court Citations……15

Alarm Responses….12

Written Warnings…..3

Vacations Watches….39

Suspicious Vehicles….38

Park checks…47

Criminal Offenses…4

Arrests….10
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Having one special person for your car, home and life insurance lets 

you get down to business with the rest of your life. It’s what I do.

GET TO A BETTER STATE™. 

CALL ME TODAY.

Look no further.

1101201

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

DEPENDABLE and 

KNOWLEDGEABLE agent 

seeks customers looking 

for real PROTECTION and 

long term RELATIONSHIP.

FATHER OF EIGHT seeks energetic lady. 
Must love kids, be fit and ready to jump in 
and join the fun. Military training would be helpful.

ADVENTUROUS CAT LOVER seeks 
adventurous cat owner.  Please be employed 
and willing to relocate. Especially fond of 
black and white tuxedo cats. All responses 
will be answered. Looking for that Purrr-fect 
match. 

GRANOLA EATING, CAMP LOVING, WORLD 
TRAVELER seeks woman of my dreams.

Daniel Becnel, Agent

10500 Northwest Fwy Ste 100

Houston, TX  77092

Bus: 713-680-2178

www.danielbecnel.com

HOUSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 
TOURS
Free tours of historic Julia Ideson 

Building, Tuesday and Thursday 

afternoons through January 31, 2012

The public can get a closer look at 

Houston Public Library’s impressively 

restored Julia Ideson Building during 

free, guided tours of the local landmark. 

Library staff will conduct visitors 

through the historic building on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays at noon and 

1 p.m. through Tuesday, January 31. 

Group size is limited; please call the 

Houston Metropolitan Research Center 

at  832-393-1662 to confirm there is 

space available on the tours. The Ideson 

Building is located downtown at 500 

McKinney [map] across from City Hall.

 

The Spanish Renaissance style building 

opened in 1926 and was Houston’s 

main public library until the new 

Central Library opened in 1976. The 

Ideson Building is a City of Houston 

Protected Landmark, Recorded Texas 

Historic Landmark and Texas State 

Archaeological Landmark, and is listed 

on the National Register of Historic 

Places. 

 

The building was restored through a 

public-private partnership between 

the City of Houston and Julia Ideson 

Library Preservation Partners. In 

addition to restoring the public spaces 

and Depression-era murals, the project 

included constructing a new archival 

wing to house Houston Public Library’s 

Houston Metropolitan Research Center. 

 

GHPA is recognizing the Ideson 

Building’s restoration with the Stewart 

Title Award, to be presented along with 

the rest of the 2012 Good Brick Awards 

during the Cornerstone Dinner on 

Friday, February 17. GHPA members will 

receive invitations to the event after the 

first of the year. 

 

Greater Houston Preservation Alliance 

is supported in part by a grant from 

the City of Houston through the 

Houston Arts Alliance.
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Owner: Miguel Facundo III  •  facundohomebuilder@comcast.net
www.facundohomebuilders.com  •  281-235-7375

Facundo Home Builder
Custom Homes and Renovations

true calling. With the adoption of her 

greyhound brother Ravi, it was if Sketch 

either believed she was a greyhound 

and had found her lost litter or counted 

it her personal calling to befriend 

every greyhound (and apparently only 

greyhounds) with whom she came in 

contact. 

Paired with the fact that she is anything 

but a scaredy cat, this seeming love of 

greyhounds drew the attention of some 

of the folks at GPA when doing some 

home visits and prompted them to 

see if she could possibly help out with 

cat-testing feline extraordinaire, Sketch. 

She plays a vital role in the process of 

matching these dogs with the right 

adoptive owners – that of determining 

whether a dog is cat-friendly or not. 

Thousands of years of breeding to train 

greyhounds to chase small furry things 

has not stopped countless dog lovers 

from welcoming greyhounds into their 

feline-friendly homes, but it is crucial 

that the dogs be effectively cat-tested 

in a controlled environment. 

That is where Sketch comes in.

Sketch, named for her 

curious behavior and 

tuxedo markings, was 

herself adopted from 

a rescue organization. 

After having endured 

a life-threatening 

illness that required 

her to be fed through 

a tube inserted into 

her belly (and that 

most certainly cost 

her several of her 

nine lives), it appears 

Sketch has found her 

THE GREYHOUND  
WHISPERER (WHO IS A CAT)
by Eric and Jessica Jarvis

Garden Oaks is home to many devoted 

dog owners, many of them actively 

involved in rescue groups focused 

on their specific breed. If you have a 

favorite breed (or even mutt), such an 

organization dedicated to that breed 

most likely exists. 

In our case, that breed is the greyhound 

and the organization dedicated to them 

is Greyhound Pets of America (GPA) 

Houston. And, as you may have noticed 

as they stroll through the neighbor-

hood, there are a number of our  

neighbors who share our affinity for 

these lovely and loveable couch  

potatoes. While they are renowned for 

their speed, elegance, gentleness and 

beauty, these dogs are indeed  

professional loungers once retired  

from racing and make great, 

low-maintenance pets.

What you probably didn’t know is that 

also living in Garden Oaks is one of 

GPA Houston’s most valuable assets, 
Sketch with her first greyhound love, Ravi...
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testing some of the many greyhounds 

in need of “forever homes.” Every few 

weeks Sketch travels to the GPA office 

where she works to identify which of 

the greyhounds new to the kennel, and 

often straight off the track, are  

compatible with cats.

Beginning first with the greyhound 

muzzled and Sketch safely in her cat 

carrier, the testers up the degree of in-

teraction with Sketch to see if the grey-

hound has no interest and can be easily 

distracted, or if they have a high prey 

drive and want to have her as a snack. 

At each point, Sketch does her very 

best to make absolutely sure to give the 

greyhounds ample opportunity to get 

a good sniff and test their resolve. All 

while being closely managed and  

observed, Sketch gets nudged and 

sniffed and fully investigated while 

the dog is tested to determine level of 

interest. She regularly rubs up against 

their legs, purring and chirping all the 

while. 

While some dogs fail, and fail imme-

diately, others show no interest in her 

whatsoever. A single introduction to a 

cat should never be 

considered a  

definitive indicator 

that a greyhound is 

cat-friendly, but it is 

the first step in mak-

ing that determina-

tion. Working through 

the process of testing 

each greyhound with 

each potential feline 

companion is critical, 

but few seem to enjoy 

the process, or appear 

as naturally inlined to do it, as Sketch. 

In addition to testing at GPA, Sketch 

regularly hosts foster greyhounds that 

either require more extensive cat test-

ing in a home setting or simply could 

benefit from learning how to adjust to 

life off the track. Along with Ravi and 

Rigby (one of the fosters who required 

additional testing and ended up be-

ing the newest member of the Jarvis 

household), Sketch works to welcome 

and befriend all who grace our door.

Detailed instructions for duplicating 

the same cat introduction in one’s own 

home are provided to new adopters 

and it is important to note that grey-

hounds should never be trusted with 

outdoor cats (or squirels and other 

small creatures). But thanks to Sketch 

there are many many people in the  

region who get to love their  

greyhounds and cats together in  

harmony.

For more on the entire process and the 

breed, or to begin the process of add-

ing one of these incredible dogs to your 

home, visit www.gpahouston.org. 
... and with her “big” sister Rigby.



12                        January 2012

G A R D E N  O A K S

18th ANNUAL PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST & SILENT 
AUCTION FUNDRAISER
Annual GOES Pancake 

Breakfast & Silent Auction 

February 4

Newly minted HISD magnet school 

continues 18-year community 

tradition

On Saturday, February 4, 
volunteer dads and granddads 
will flip thousands of free 
pancakes, serve up Katz’s hot 
coffee, and auction off thousands 
of dollars worth of merchandise 
in continuation of an 18-year 
tradition that has helped set 
Garden Oaks Elementary School 
(GOES) apart as an exceptional 
and diverse learning community.

This year’s event theme, “Growing 
Up Together” is a nod toward 
significant changes on campus 
resulting from the award of a U.S. 

Department of Education Magnet 
Schools Assistance Program grant 
for approximately $3 million last 
year. The grant helped establish 
GOES as a Montessori Magnet 
School with Environmental 

Sciences. Enrollment has since 
increased by more than 20 percent 
in the 2011-2012 school year 
alone. 

Sponsored by the GOES Parent 

Teacher Organization (PTO), the 
breakfast helps cover funding gaps 
that the grant and other public 
agencies cannot. Key among 
the school’s funding needs are 
technology in the classroom, 
field trips, and student art and 
enrichment programs.

“We see this as an investment in our 
public schools,” said Erin Hasbrouck, 
PTO president. “We believe they 
can be places where extraordinary 
things happen for children from 
all walks of life. This event and the 
community support we receive 
every year help  us provide those 
extraordinary opportunities, so 
as volunteers, we’re happy to 
wake up early one morning and 
cook a fabulous breakfast for our 
neighbors.”

Last year’s Pancake Breakfast and 
Silent Auction raised more than 
$16,000, and the call for silent 
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auction donations and event 
underwriters for the 2012 edition 
is now well under way. 

This year’s event will take place 
from 8:00-10:30 a.m. at Garden 
Oaks Elementary School, 901 Sue 
Barnett, Houston, Texas 77018.  
Golden brown pancakes, warm 
syrup, sausage, coffee, and juice 
are free to the community. The 
silent auction closes at 10 a.m.

To underwrite a portion of the 
annual breakfast or to donate 
auction items, please contact the 
silent auction coordinator, Tonya 
Knauth at (713) 628-8243 or email 
gardenoaks.pancake@gmail.
com. For more information about 
Garden Oaks Elementary School, 
call (713) 696-2930.

The Garden Oaks Elementary Pancake Breakfast and Silent Auction fundraiser is 

set for February 4, 2012, from 8 to 10:30 a.m.
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Dian Austin recently captured this and several other majestic  

beauties at the zoo as part of a  photography class.

PHOTO OF THE MONTH AIR CONDITIONING TIPS 
FOR THE WINTER
by Mitch Weigand

 

Tip No. 20: What’s New for 2012 

I’ll admit it - I’m a man and I love 

gadgets. If it involves on/off 

buttons, touch screens and can 

be programmed to suit my needs, 

you have my full attention. Here’s 

a great new device from American 

Standard, my favorite manufacturer. 

 

The AccuLink Platinum ZV Control 

Programmable Thermostat 

Great name, don’t you think? 

The AccuLink is a state-of-the-art 

programmable thermostat which 

is powerful, intuitive and easy to 

use.  Think of it as an iPad that 

controls indoor comfort. It has a 

seven-inch, high-definition color 

touch screen and  is easy to use in 

any light. The thermostat lets you 

program wake, leave, return, sleep 

and vacation heat and cool settings 
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Please support our advertisers  

who in turn support our  

neighborhood.   

Tell them you saw  

their ad in the Gazette! 

713/305-2924
www.airwisehouston.com

Call us today!

Your trusted neighborhood A/C company

License #TACLA020081C  •  Regulated by the Texas Dept. of Licensing & Regulation 

Mitch Weigand 
owner

Half-page ad for January 2012 issue of the Garden Oaks Gazette

Preferred ad placement - Right page beneath Mitchell's column

“You฀guys฀are฀the฀best฀in฀฀
฀ customer฀service.”
When I came home Friday after work to find my A/C 
was out, I expected a long, hot weekend. But within an 
hour, your man was at my house, diagnosing and fixing 
the problem. Thanks so much for saving my weekend!

•฀Service฀checks฀
•฀Full฀installs฀
•฀Emergency฀service฀
฀฀day฀&฀night

Chris S., Oak Forest

for seven different days while 

seamlessly communicating with 

your air conditioning system’s other 

components. It combines precise 

temperature control with room-

by-room zoning and scheduling 

options throughout your home. 

 

Stay informed of local weather 

The Acculink will tell you what the 

outdoor temperature is, provide 

weather alerts and real-time 

weather radar data. 

 

Here’s the part my wife likes 

It’s attractive. The Acculink comes 

in several decorator colors, and 

you can customize the screen’s 

background colors. It even can be 

programmed to act like a digital 

frame, showing off the latest 

pictures of your family. 

 

As an A/C technician, here’s the 

part I like 

The Acculink can automatically 

remind you when it’s time to 

change your A/C filter and perform 

regular maintenance. Also, you can 

easily program it to display your 

dealer contact information when 

maintenance or repair is required so 

there’s no need to search endlessly 

for that misplaced business card. 

Mitch is the owner of Air Wise™ and 

a member of the Garden Oaks Civic 

Club. You can email Mitch  

any A/C questions at  

mitch@airwisehouston.com or write 

to 1590 Sue Barnett Drive, 77018. 

All of his previous columns from the 

Garden Oaks Gazette can be found at 

www.airwisehouston.com.
Call us for the Gazette Readers Discount!

$
*

$
4th visit1st visit*

• A+ Rating with the BBB
• 2010/2011 BBB Award of Excellence
• Houston Press “Best Maid Service” 2010
• 5 Star Rating on Yelp!

See for yourself what 
makes us the #1choice for 

your cleaning needs!

Making people 

happy since 

1988!

We promise you will experience the 
best in customer service and home 
cleaning. Call 713-665-6243 today 
for your quote or visit 
www.maidhouston.com

* New clients only with regular repeat schedule. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer or discount. Offer expires 5-31-12.
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CRITTER CORNER
by Casey and Dorothy Dan Farris

Happy New Year!  January is National 

Train Your Dog Month so this month we 

list the things your dog should know.  

Check out this list and work on the 

items that are rusty.

Critters 101: Things Every Dog Should 

Know 

Your dog doesn’t have to be the 

smartest dog on the block but he 

should know a few things for his own 

safety.  If yours is lacking commands 

from this list we recommend contacting 

a dog trainer or signing up for a 

basic obedience class.  A little home-

schooling can also do wonders.  Three 

veteran trainers were asked by The 

Associated Press to share the things 

they think every dog should know. 

1. Know their name. They need to 

know their name so you can get 

their attention before the next 

command or bit of information. 

Dogs hear a lot of noise that they 

tune out, but when they hear their 

name they need to respond and 

look to the person for the rest of 

the information.

2. Pay attention. If they are not 

paying attention, none of the other 

commands will matter. After name 

recognition, they need to learn to 

keep their attention on the person 

and not get quickly distracted.

3. Come. The key is repetition and 

building up a strong reward history, 

letting the dog know good things 

happen when it comes.  Don’t call 

them when you know they won’t 

come and if you are mad at the 

dog and when he gets there you 

are going to scold him. Make sure 

good things happen when the dog 

comes when called.

4. Down and/or Sit. You can keep your 

dog out of all sorts of trouble with 

these.  Keep them from jumping on 

someone or from chasing. Your dog 

cannot get into trouble if it is lying 

next to you.

5. Leave it. It means stop paying 

attention to that, whatever that is.  

The dog gets rewarded when they 

pay attention to us. It works with 

things dogs find really distracting 

like other dogs, people, kids, 

bicycles, cars, cats, whatever the 

dog wants to pay attention to.

6. Stay or Wait. Teaching a dog to wait 

at a door when it’s being opened 

or wait in the vehicle when you 

open a car door and not bolt out is 

definitely critical for safety.  Stay is 

important, but most people don’t 

get the stay well enough trained 

that they should ever trust it in a 

critical situation. A leash is much 

safer than relying on a stay.  Wait is 

like a pause button. Stop moving. 

You can go when I release you.   It’s 

good for in and out of doorways, 

in and out of cars so they don’t 

run into traffic, if you put their 

food down. Stay is a more formal 

command. Wait is hold on a second.

7. Go to Bed. It’s a boundary stay. It 

works really well if you use a bath 

mat, an actual dog bed, some kind 

of hot spot. You tell the dog: You 

can’t get off this. You can do circles, 

sit, lie down, stand up, turn around 

or do back flips. I don’t care what 

you do; you just can’t get off this.  

8. Let’s Go. This is not a formal heel 

but an informal loose leash, a 

command to walk next to me and 

don’t pull on the leash.  You can 

Advertising Rates, Sizes, and  
Submission Guidelines

Size             Single       Six Months       Twelve Months

2 ¼ W x 2 3/8 H      $60.00          $300.00                  $580.00

2 1/4 W x 4 1/4 H    $90.00         $450.00                  $870.00

Half Page 7 ½ W X 4 ½ H    $110.00   $550.00       $1065.00

Full Page 7 ½ W x 9 ½ H      $180.00  $900.00      $1745.00

Half Page Back Cover  $150.00  $750.00

Full Page Back Cover  $225.00  $1125.00

_______________________________________

Inserts (full page only, single sided) $180.00

Inserts (double sided) $225.00

1. Placement of the ad is at the discretion of the editor.

2. Camera-ready artwork must be submitted by the 15th of each month  

     for publication the following month and emailed to:  

     gazette@gardenoaks.org

3. Artwork must be emailed in the following formats:

    JPEG (.jpg) or GIF (.gif )

SECURITY ALERTS VIA EMAIL
Are you interested in receiving 

SECURITY ALERTS and other key 

community notifications  

electronically?

Send your name and email address 

to secretary@gardenoaks.org  

to sign up.

With the new advancements in our 

community’s technology (GODAT 

project), we will be able to provide 

you with emails about CRIME and 

NEIGHBORHOOD ISSUES so that 

you are easily and quickly informed.  

 

Please support our advertisers 

who in turn support  

our neighborhood.  

Tell them you saw their ad 

in the Gazette! 
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smell, you can look, you can do 

your own thing as long as you 

respect that you are on a six-foot 

leash and I don’t want to have to be 

pulling you around.

9. Socialization and Play. Socialization 

is greatly overlooked in the dog 

world.  Owners should let dogs 

know when it’s a good time to play 

and when it’s not a good time to 

play. Playtime is when a dog can be 

a dog and have his fun, you can let 

him pounce and do all the things 

that dogs do.

10. Swim. A dog should know how to 

swim so they don’t panic in the 

water.

You are training for lifestyle more than 

obedience.  If you want to put the baby 

in a stroller and a leash on the dog and 

have coffee at Starbucks, you should be 

able to do it without the dog barking at 

people, pulling on the leash or causing 

a distraction.

Pet of the Month:  This month we 

spotlight the Beddow critters. Spinky 

(Tabby) and Nolan (Sheltie mix) live in 

Section 3 with their parents, John and 

Tina. Spinky and Nolan are best friends, 

so they don’t mind sharing this honor! 

Spinky is a gray, striped Tabby who 

wandered into the Beddow’s yard in 

April of 2007.    He was skinny and 

hungry, but very sweet and needed 

a home.  He is about five years old 

now.  Spinky is easy going, and loves 

to snuggle and cuddle in your lap or at 

your feet at night. He is also very smart.  

Nolan is 7 yrs. old and was adopted 

from the Sheltie Rescue Society in 2006.   

He is reddish blonde and white.  Nolan 

was already part of the household, but 

he and Spinky bonded immediately.   

Nolan loves giving and getting lots of 

attention.   His favorite things are daily 

walks, chasing birds, squirrels, and 

Spinky.  

  

Cheers to the Beddow family – this 

year and every year may you have the 

warmth of home, the love of family, and 

the company of good pets!

Casey Farris is owner/operator of Bone 

Voyage Pet Sitting Services and Go Dog 

USA.  Dorothy Dan is owner/operator of 

Casey. Please forward your questions and 

pet news to Casey@GoDogUSA.com or 

call 713.688.6363.



 

 

EXCELL DENTAL CARE 
 
 
 

Dr. Mary Ann Sagullo DDS 
 

304 East Tidwell Ste Houston, TX. 77022 
713-692-1388 

 

 
   Holiday Special 
       $ 79 Exam and Cleaning 

Includes: Dental Exam, X Rays, Basic cleaning and Oral Cancer & Periodontal Screening.  $ 400 value, 80% savings, some 
restrictions apply. 

 
                              Simple 

                          Extractions* 
                  

                 $ 89 
 
 
 

www.excelldentalcare.com 
 

WE ACCEPT MEDICAID, CHIPS & MOST PPO DENTAL INSURANCE. 
 
 

(Not in conjunction with others, Not applicable with insurance plans.) 
Expires 3/31/11 Please Bring This Coupon * Surgical $149 

 

E. Tidwell 

I-45 

N 



ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES STATEMENT 

 GARDEN OAKS CIVIC CLUB 

January - December 2012

   GARDEN OAKS 
 RESIDENT 

Membership is open to all residents whether you own or rent.  Please choose the level you feel most 
comfortable supporting. While all memberships are voluntary, you must contribute a minimum of $25 
(or $5 for Seniors 65 years+) in order to be eligible to vote on civic club matters.  Membership dues are 
for the calendar year.

Fill in Amount 

$   CREPE MYRTLE:  $25.00  ($5.00 for Seniors) 
 Basic Household Membership   

$ THE MAGNOLIA:  $50.00  ($10.00 for Seniors) 
 Intermediate Level – Household Membership 

$ THE GOLDEN OAK:  $75.00  ($15.00 for Seniors) 
 Patron Level – Household Membership 

$ BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP: $50.00 (non-voting membership) 

$ CONTRIBUTION TO BEAUTIFICATION (area green spaces) 

$___________________CONTRIBUTION TO GARDEN CLUB 

 $  TOTAL

Membership dues support all Garden Oaks Civic Club Activities:  Beautification, Citizens’ Patrol, the 
Gazette, Home Tour, Membership Committee, and Website.   

Please mail this completed form along with your check payable to:
Garden Oaks Civic Club, P.O. Box 10273, Houston, TX  77206.  THANK YOU! 

Name(s)

Address:

     Phone: 

Email:

DUE DATE:       TOTAL CONTRIBUTION:

January 1, 2012 $______________ 



JANUARY 2012

1 2 3 
Civic Club mtg

7:00pm, GOES

4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 
 

11   
 

12 13 14 

15 16 
Martin Luther 

King, Jr. day

17 18 
GOMO mtg,  

7pm

19 20 21 

22
 

23 
M

24 25
 
 

26 Central 

Northwest Super 

Neighborhood 

Council, 6:30 pm, 

1245 Judiway

27 28

29 30 31

        Sunday         Monday             Tuesday          Wednesday           Thursday    Friday     Saturday


