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Next Civic Club Meeting 
Tuesday, March  4th 

The next Civic Club meeting will be on 
Tuesday, March 4th at 7 p.m. in the 

cafeteria of GO Elementary, 901 Sue 
Barnett @ Garden Oaks Blvd. Babysit-
ting services are available at a cost of 

$1.00 per child.  
Hope to see you there! 

Friendly Reminder 
 

Deadline for Submission is the 15th 
of Every Month. No exceptions.  

The 2008 Home & Garden Tour is just 
around the corner!  This year’s tour 
will allow us to share our neighbor-
hood’s great curb appeal and unique 
features with all who want to see 
what’s “Beyond the Garden Gate.”  
Six unique homes and four stunning 
gardens will be featured on Sunday, 
April 20, 2008 from noon until 6:00 
p.m.       
 
Advance tickets are $13 and will go 
on sale April 1 online at 
www.gardenoaks.org or at the follow-
ing locations:   
Bell’s My Own Cleaners 
1362 W. 43rd St. 
Buchanan's Native Plants 
611 W. 11th St. 
Olive Anne/The Pink Pokka Dot 
238 W. 19th St. 
The Petrol Station 
985 Wakefield Dr. 
Computer Wiz 
4001 N Shepherd #100  
Another Place in Time 
1102 Tulane St.   
 
Tickets will also be available the day 
of the tour for $15 at the Garden Oaks 
Home Tour Command Center located 
at Garden Oaks Shopping Center at 
the corner of N. Shepherd @ Garden 
Oaks Blvd. 
 
The night before the Home & Garden 
Tour, make plans to attend the Pre-
view Party at The Tuscany in Garden 
Oaks.  This is shaping up to be a fun 
event that is sure to benefit our 
neighborhood.  The Tuscany in Gar-
den Oaks is the new banquet facility 
being built at 835 W.34th Street.  This 

facility is now considered one of the 
top events venues in Houston and is 
available for wedding ceremonies, 
receptions, cocktail functions, ban-
quets and meetings. 
 
Our Preview Party will be held in The 
Wine Room, a beautiful building that 
makes you feel like you have escaped 
to an Italian villa for a night.  Weather 
permitting; we will also be able to en-
joy the outside courtyard with a beau-
tiful 30 ft. water wall.  In addition to a 
decadent menu and full bar, atten-
dees will be entertained by the Eric 
Korb Trio, a local band who plays 
rock, blues, funk and a great mix of 
danceable music!  The band will fea-
ture our very own Garden Oaks resi-
dent, Georgia Lister, whose home is 
on the Tour. 
 
The Preview Party features an auc-
tion that is a fantastic fundraising 
event for our neighborhood.  Pro-
ceeds from the auction and Tour sup-
port the Civic Club and the many 
community projects supported by the 
Civic Club.  Please consider donating 
a bottle of wine or restaurant gift cer-
tificate to our neighborhood auction 
items: a Restaurant Lover’s Basket 
and a Wine Basket. (Other baskets 
featured in the auction are being do-
nated by Garden Oaks groups: GO 
Kids, GO Sisterhood, GO Bunco, GO 
Book Club and the GO Garden Club). 
Or, consider donating a weekend get-
away at your vacation home! 
 
 
 
Continued on page 2 

Beyond the Garden Gate: 2008 Home & Garden  
Tour Update   Brenda & Ed de Alba 
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Civic Club Officers 
  

President    James Flowers 
 
Vice President    Ivan Mayer  
 
Treasurer  Jerry Butler 
713.822.3175    871 W 41st 
j1982b@comcast.net 
 
Secretary  Cindy Bartos 
713.694.6697   831 Azalea 
cbartos@ix.netcom.com 
 

Standing Committee Chairs 
 
Beautification   Brenda de Alba 
713.694.5934   744 W. 43rd 
ferrocem@yahoo.com 
 
Citizens on Patrol   Carl Waters, Jr. 
713.864.1992    821 W. 31st 
GOCOP@gardenoaks.org 
 
GardenOaks.org    Joe Muscara 
713.691.6833    750 Sue Barnett 
webmaster@gardenoaks.org 
 
GardenOaks.org Co-
chair Josh Hamilton 
713.695.7347     858 Azalea 
 
Membership    Dian Austin 
713.691.6505    733 W. 42nd 
daustin10@houston.rr.com 
 
Constable Program  Terry Jeanes 
713.812.9154   922 W. 41st 
terry@terryjeanes.com 
 
Home Tour    Sheila Briones 
713.861.8091   412 W. 34th 
sbriones@hotmail.com 
 

Gazette Contacts 
 
Editor & Advertising Director 
Sue Schmidt    713.802.9669 
sueschmidt1@comcast.com 
 
Assistant Editor 
Jonathan Lanz    713.979.4500 
Gazette@gardenoaks.org    
 
Delivery 
Jonathan Lanz   713.979.4500 
GazetteDelivery@gardenoaks.org  
 
Ad Hoc Committee 
Carter's Grove Apts.  Gil Evans            
713.861.2708    710 W. 32nd 
evansgil@aol.com 

 

Of course, for a successful tour, a lot 
of docents are needed at each home 
and garden on Tour day. Docent 
shifts are 11:45 a.m. – 3:15 p.m. and 
3 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.  If you are inter-
ested in volunteering as a docent, 
email Nelda Prince at 
nprince@kingphillips.com or you can 
volunteer online at 
www.gardenoaks.org beginning 
March 15. All docents and volunteers 
are provided a free t-shirt, free ticket 
to the Tour and treated to a “thank 
you” party with food and drinks imme-
diately after the Tour. This year the 
volunteer party will be held in the 
backyard of local Garden Oaks resi-
dent, Tina Parks. 

 Deanna Zugheri is collecting contri-
butions and can be reached at (281) 
658-4514 or by email at 
deanna@gardenoakshomes.com or 
drop off your item(s) at 1054 Garde-
nia.  
 
Tickets for the Preview Party are on 
sale now, and there are a limited 
number of seats.  Tickets are $75 per 
person or $1000 for a reserved table 
for ten.  If you purchase a reserved 
table you will have premier seating 
and a table with signage.  To pur-
chase tickets, please fill out the form 
(inserted in this Gazette) or contact 
Holly Veech at (713) 861-8093 / 
hveech@comcast.net.  You may also 
purchase tickets online beginning 
March 15 at www.gardenoaks.org.  

 
The Preview Party is the best way to 
enjoy the Tour since, with your ticket 
purchase, you are given a Tour ticket 
which allows you to preview the 
homes/gardens on a self-guided, lei-
surely tour from 5-7 p.m. (right before 
the start of the Preview Party). 
 
Many thanks to the following Home & 
Garden Tour underwriters who have 
already stepped forward as of Febru-
ary 18:  
 
Corporate 
Harry James Building & Design 
Deanna Zugheri with The Metropoli-
tan, Keller Williams Realty 
  
Platinum 
All Star Construction 
Shannon & Associates, Inc.  
Suzanne Anderson Properties 
  
Gold 
Facundo Home Builders, Inc. 
Larrry Broughton – Wells Fargo Pri-
vate Mortgage Banking 
OD's Printing/Oscar Ochoa 
Terry Jeanes, RE/Max Metro 
 
If you are interested in Sponsoring/
Underwriting the event, call Home 
Tour Chair, Sheila Briones at (713) 
861-8091 or by email at 
sbriones@hotmail.com 
 

Continued from page 1 

Our meeting this month will be held on 
the third Thursday, March 20th at 
7:30PM at the home of Olga Marruffo 
located at 1566 Sue Barnett. In addition 
to our usual "getting to know our 
neighbors" gathering, we will be plan-
ning our participation in the upcoming 
GO Tour of Homes as well as Spring 
and Summer activities. All Garden 
Oaks women are welcome to attend as 
we always have a great mix of new-
comers and regulars! 
  
Please bring a beverage (wine seems 
to be a favorite) or snack to share. 
Questions? Call Dea Larson at 281-920
-0325 or email at dealarson@aol.com 
 

Garden Oaks Sisterhood 
Dea Larson 
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Garden Oaks Civic Club Minutes 
Cindy Bartos, Secretary 

Welcome: 
President James Flowers called the 
meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.  A motion 
was made and seconded to accept the 
January minutes as they appeared in 
the Gazette. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 
Jerry Butler presented the current in-
come and expense report and had de-
tailed copies available at the meeting. 
 
Standing Committee Reports: 
 

• Beautification:  Ed DeAlba an-
nounced the next work day would 
be February 16 at 9:00 in the Rose 
Garden. 

• Constable Program:  Terry Jeanes 
introduced Constables Marshall 
and Hillman.  Deputy C.J. Mangano 
reported on a burglary of a radio 
from a motor vehicle and the recov-
ery of a stolen vehicle. He encour-
aged residents to call the consta-
ble’s office if we notice any suspi-
cious activity. 

• Gazette:  No report. 

• Website:  Joe Muscara requested 
contact information from the new 
officers to place on the website 

• Garden Oaks Citizen’s Patrol:  Carl 
Waters described the qualifications 
for Citizen’s Patrol and encouraged 
more residents to join.  If inter-
ested, call Carl. 

• Membership:  Betsy Stein was the 
winner of the Lowe’s gift certificate. 

• 2008 Home Tour:   Committee 
Chair Sheila Briones asked anyone 
interested in becoming an Under-
writer for the Home Tour to contact 
her.   She will also need docents, 
auction items for the Preview Party 
and other volunteers to help with 
the event on Sunday April 20, 
2008.   Several sponsors have 
been named, but the committee is 
looking for more. The Preview 
Party will be held at “The Tus-
cany in Garden Oaks” on Saturday, 
April 19 and will have a live band 
and silent auction.   Tickets for the 
Preview Party will be $75.00 which 
includes dinner and open 

bar.   Sheila also announced the 
winning entry, "Beyond the Gar-
den Gate," submitted by resident 
Renee Shaver as the theme of 
the home tour.   Sheila presented 
Ms. Shaver with a $75 gift certifi-
cate from The Rainbow Lodge. 
 

Garden Club:  
 
Chris Lindsay announced the time, 
location and topic for the next meet-
ing. 
 
Garden Oaks Elementary and 
SPARK Park: 
  
Principal Emily Thomas announced 
the participation of the elementary 
school as one of the Gardens on the 
Garden Oaks Home Tour.  She also 
said they would be moving the Rose 
Fitch memorial stone from its present 
location to the school’s Memorial Gar-
den.  Principal Thomas reminded 
those present of the Pancake Break-
fast on February 9th and thanked eve-
ryone for their help and donations for 
the auction. 
 
Garden Oaks Maintenance Organi-
zation (GOMO): 
  
Ed DeAlba announced there would be 
a meeting to review plans immedi-
ately following the Civic Club meeting. 
 
Old Business:  none 
 
New Business:  none 
 
Virginia McDavid, candidate for Texas 
House District #138, presented her 
views on various issues of the state 
and encouraged all to visit her web-
site: http://www.votemcdavid.com/ 

 
Meeting adjourned:  7:50 
Attendance:  35 
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GOMO Board of Directors 

     
Section 1: 
Graham Gips (2010) 
Home:                      713.824.9204 
408 W. 31st Street 
graham.gips@gmail.com 
 
Kathy Horner (2009) 
Cell:  713.385.2050 
527 W.33rd Street 
kathy@associatedcounsel.com 
 
Sean Jez  (2008) 
Cell:                 713.305.4481 
825 W. 31st Street 
sean_jez@fleming-law.com 
 
Section 2: 
Ed de Alba (2010) 
President 
Cell:  713.628.7008 
744 W. 43rd Street 
ferrocem@yahoo.com 
 
Lori Kennedy (2009) 
Home:  713.691.6833 
750 Sue Barnettt Drive 
lorikgomo@blue-funk.com 
 
Jason Mercer (2008) 
Work:  281.433.3150 
726 W. 41st Street 
jason_f_mercer@hotmail.com 
 
Section 3: 
Mike Dishberger (2008) 
Home:  713.695.7916 
862 W. 42nd Street 
dishberger@aol.com 
 
 

    Lynn Sievers (2008) 
Home:  713.691.4789 
851 Lamonte Lane 
sieverslynn@hotmail.com 
 
Richard Stark (2008) 
Home:  713.691.1067 
1335 Sue Barnett Drive 
rstark@lucasgroup.com 
 
Section 5: 
Malcolm Taylor (2008) 
Home:  713.956.8872 
1030 W. 41st Street 
malcolmtaylor@chevrontexaco.com 
 
Tim Weltin (2008) 
Home:  713.540.5315 
1567 Sue Barnett Drive 
timweltin@mycase.info 
 
John Ciccarelli (2009) 
Home:  713.688.8285 
4310 Apollo Street 
ciccarelli@intergate.com 
 
 
Terms expire at end of October of the 
Year in parenthesis. 

Citizens Patrol Program 
Carl Waters Jr. 

 Welcome new neighbors who  
recently joined the neighborhood. 

Congratulations on joining us. We 
hope to see you at a civic club meet-
ing soon. 
  
Congratulations March Birthdays 
and Celebrations… 
Sydney Grace Null 3rd, Lori Ken-
nedy 5th, Taylor Langdon-
Crownover 8th, Dodie Davis 11th, 
George Appling 13th, Curtis Hall 15th 
and Susan Kostelecky 26th. 
 
Anniversaries … 
Mark and Susan Saranie  the 24th    

Belated anniversary wishes to  
Woody and Lucille Mehrkam  who 
celebrated their 62nd December 14th. 

  
Get well wishes to Lucille Mehrkam 
also who recently suffered a fall. 
Speedy recover. 
  
Special Visitors… 
Caroline McLean’s parents visited 
from Scotland just in time to see  
Caroline  run the ½ marathon in Janu-
ary. 
 
Hats off  to the Montessori Pancake 
Breakfast Committee ( too many to 
mention)...this year’s breakfast was 
one of the most successful ever. The 
cafeteria and grounds were packed.  
A thank you to all who supported. It 
was definitely a place to see and be 
seen!!! 
 
  
To highlight an event, celebration, or 
other tidbit, contact Terry Jeanes at 
713-812-9154 or 
terry@terryjeanes.com. 

Heard Under the Oak Tree 
Terry Jeanes 

1078 Gardenia 846 Lamonte 

709 West 31st 4210 Alba 

757 Sue Barnett 907 Lamonte 

963 Lamonte  

951 Althea 974 West 41st 

951 Lamonte 959 Lamonte 

We are happy to welcome back to the 
active patrol roster Bob and Jo Bewley.  
Bob’s work assignment which kept him 
from patrolling has ended, and they 
completed re-certification in January.   
 
December Crime Statistics (9) 
 
Burglary (3) 
4300 block of Apollo St. on Wednes-
day, December 12th at noon 
(residence). 
800 block of W. 43rd St. on Thursday, 
December 27th at noon (residence). 
900 block of W. 43rd St. on Friday, De-
cember 28th at 1:30 p.m. (residence). 
Robbery (3) 
3400 block of N. Shepherd Dr. on 
Wednesday, December 5th at 9:00 p.m. 
(street). 
800 block of W. 43rd St. on Friday, De-
cember 14th at noon (bus Stop). 
400 block of W. 34th St. on Sunday, 
December 23rd at 3:30 a.m. (parking 
lot?). 
Burglary of a Motor Vehicle (2) 
3200 block of N. Shepherd Dr. on Fri-
day, December 14th at 2:10 p.m. 
(church parking lot). 
3000 block of N. Shepherd Dr. on Sat-
urday, December 15th at 12:30 p.m. 
(restaurant parking lot). 
Driving While Intoxicated (1) 
800 block of W. 43rd St. on Monday, 
December 24th at 11:50 p.m. (street). 
 
The total of 9 crimes reported in De-
cember is the same as reported in 
2006.  It also means an increase of 10 
crimes reported on the Houston Police 
Department website in 2007 than in 
2006.  This would reflect a crime in-
crease of approximately 11% during the 
past year.  
 
Inquires about joining the Citizens Pa-
trol Program or about other community 
safety issues can be directed to me via 
neighborhood website GardenOaks.org 
or to the COP email account at GO-
COP77018@AOL.com. or by phone at 
713-864-1992. 
 
Reference Numbers 
Emergency Services   911 
HPD Non Emergency  713-884-3131 
All other City Services 311 
Constable Dispatch     713-755-7628 
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GO Kids News 
Tonya Knauth 

Get ready for the Second Annual GO 
Kids Easter Egg Hunt!  The kids can fill 
their Easter baskets on Saturday, 
March 22 at 4 pm at the SPARK park.  
This event is generously underwritten 
by Deanna Zugheri of The Metropolitan 
Keller Williams Realty, and Will Zugheri 
of First Houston Mortgage. 
 
Moms' Night Out for March will be pizza 
and Easter egg stuffing at the Zugheri 
home, 1054 Gardenia, on March 6, at 7 
pm.  Bring your favorite beverage. 
 
GO Kids will be contributing a Summer 
Fun kids' basket for the Home Tour 
Auction.  Please take donations of sum-
mer toys and fun kids' activities to the 
Zugheri home at 1054 Gardenia by 
March 13. 
 
Our neighborhood seems to abound 
with joyful new additions frequently 
these days!  We know how overwhelm-
ing a new baby can be to a family, so 
we provide several meals for the family 
during those stressful first weeks.  If 
you are expecting or know a neighbor 
who is, please let us know! 
 
We are currently taking information to 
post on our discussion group for baby-
sitting services.  We are looking for 
folks who live in GO who would be wil-
ing to have their contact information 
available for our neighborhood families.  
If you are interested, please send your 
name, address, phone and references 
to gwen_m_reed@yahoo.com.  She will 
compile the list and have it posted on 
the GO Kids discussion group for use. 
 
Please join us for our standing play-
groups on Wednesday and Fridays at 
10:00 a.m. at Graham Park (34th and 
Lawrence) in Section 1.  If you¹re inter-
ested in having a playgroup at a differ-
ent time, please let us know! 
 
GO Kids was started by a group of par-
ents who want to build a family-friendly 
neighborhood where children and par-
ents know each other and grow to-
gether -- all Garden Oaks families are 
welcome!  Aren't on the GO Kids list 
serve?  Want more information about 
GO Kids?  Contact Tonya Knauth at 
(713) 628-8243, or 
tknauth@comcast.net. 

1339 Sue Barnett 
The Gurrolas 
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Appreciation is extended to Sheila 
Briones and Wayne Forster who, 
along with Ed & Brenda de Alba, 
weeded the beds and trimmed the 
roses at the workday on February 16th 
in the Memorial Rose Garden on W. 
34th and Lawrence.  Another low vol-
unteer turnout, even with signs posted 
and mention in last month’s Gazette. 
 
The Randall Berm make-over was 
accomplished by Neumann Land-
scape Design during the week of Feb-
ruary 18th.  Weeds were removed, 
grasses were sheared, existing plant-
ings were consolidated and new low-
maintenance plants were added, ad-
ditional weed barrier cloth was in-
stalled, mulch was applied, shrubs 
and crape myrtles were pruned, and 
the drainage ditch was cleaned.  This 
area now looks great!   
 
Upcoming Workdays & Other 
Beautification Activities: 
 

• Garden Oaks Boulevard will re-
ceive its spring cleaning by Lux-
ury Lawns around March 21st. 
 

• A volunteer workday is scheduled 
for the Gazebo Park (Sue Barnett 
& W. 42nd) on Saturday, March 
29th.  Plans are for light weeding, 
adding color plants, and possibly 
washing the Gazebo. 
 

• A volunteer workday is scheduled 
for Garden Oaks Boulevard on 
Saturday, April 5th.  We need 
volunteers to help spread pine 
straw mulch around the trees and 
in the plant beds. 

Beautification Update 
Brenda & Ed de Alba 
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Garden Oaks Resident 

14th Annual Pancake Breakfast & Silent Auction 

Program In Kind Donors 

Le Chateau Fine Wine  
Claire School of Dance  
Al's Engine & Equipment  
Holmes Chiropractic Clinic 
Jayne Maltibe Photography  
Adolf Hoepfl and Son Garage  
Dr. Steven A. Buehler, D.D.S  
Sid's Lagoon & El Orbits Package  
Olive Anne & the Pink Pokka Dot  
Times Barber Shop in the Village  
American Medical ID 
owner Rick Russell 
Michael Lyndon Hair  
Tina Parks Rowe  
Steffan & Vena Golt 
Four Paws Doggie Day Care  
YMCA 
Ice Skate USA 
Mission Burrito 
Cowboy Trucking 
Air & Tent Rentals 
Boom Boom Room 
Briargrove Texaco 
Jerry Sue Greenhill 
Hollywood Frame Shop 
Theatre Suburbia, Inc 
Downtown Fitness Center 
DaCamera of Houston Concert 
Heights Veterinary Clinic, P.C 
Sunglass Hut - Luxottica Retail 
Houston Arboretum & Nature Center  
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft 
Pappadeaux  - San Antonio & 6 N. East 
Loop 410  
Modern Worth  
The Disney Store  
Watches by Paulin  
Windfern Pest Control 
 
Maple Syrup In Kind Donors 
Kats Chow  
La Paz Day Spa  
Luxury Lawns  
Taylor Florist 
Mike and Becky McCullough 
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 
The Honey Baked Ham Company  
The Rainbow Lodge 
Dian Austin & Sandy Altman  
Dramatika  
Shade Restaurant  
The Zimmerman Family  
Stages Repertory Theatre  
Alley Theatre 
Dian Austin & Sandy Altman  
Dramatika  
Shade Restaurant  
The Zimmerman Family  

Platinum Level 
$7500 In Kind Donors 
Yaffe/Deutser 
 
Gold Level 
$2200 In Kind Donors 
Merle Norman  & Fine Gifts  Boutique  
owner Diane Morish 

Silver Level 

$1400 In Kind Donors 
Fogarty Klein Monroe 
The Mosquito Guy  

Lumberjack 

$700 In Kind Donors 
Ad Systems 
 
Short Stack 
$500 In Kind Donors 
Katz Coffee 
MinuteMaid 
The Crownover Family  
The Pittman Family 
St Arnold's Brewery  
Bering & James Gallery 
I.W. Marks Jewelers, LP 
Shining Images Photography  
Amicleaners Planet Friendly Dry 
Cleaning Service 
 
Garden Oaks Special 
$250 In Kind Donors 
Fish Gallery 
 Houston Ballet  
Heights Tribune 
Bicycle World of West U  
Discover Gymnastics Inc 
Cavallini Creations Kumon 
Spaceman HM & Office 
Michael Martinez Photography  
Lucille M. Gilmore  
Tina & Shellye Arnold  
The Acosta Family  
The de Alba Family  
The Klein Family  
The Ramirez Family 
The Tatum Family 
 
Silver Dollar Special 
$100 In Kind Donors 
Origins 
Events  
Lynn Siever  
Kidventure 
Central Market 
Greystone Guides  
Molly's Mutt House  
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Stages Repertory Theatre  
Dian Austin & Sandy Altman  
Dramatika  
Shade Restaurant  
The Zimmerman Family  
Stages Repertory Theatre  
Alley Theatre  
Linda Setzler, CHTP  
Urban Bicycle Gallery  
Double Dave's Pizzaworks  
Half Price Books  
Jazzercise / Jane Luco  
Kroger on 43rd  
Natalie Torres  
Nia Moves  
Studio Salon Dean McNedy  
Bon Voyage Pet Sitting Services  
Helle Johnson and family 
Linda Loper  
MISTER CAR WASH  
Onion Creek  
Taste of Texas  
The Lozano Family  
Bead Atelier  
Candelari's Pizza  
Berryhill Baja Grill  
bath junkie  
Carrabba's Italian Grill  

14th Annual Pancake Breakfast & Silent Auction 
Program In Kind Donors continued 
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President   
Chris Lindsay  
713-819-8412  
 
1st  Vice President  
Janet Cones 
713-822-2532  
 
2nd  Vice President  
Trish Merkham 
713-819-8412  
 
Treasurer   
Robert De Veau 
713-686-6012 
 
Co-Secretary 
Cathy Waren 
713-686-8686 
 
Co-Secretary  
Mary Lynn Porter 
713-686-8686  

Cavatore Italian Restaurant  
Cosa Bella Spa  
El Tiempo Cantina  
Houston Symphony 
Irma's Restaurant 
Stan Cleaners 
Starbucks 
Thairyapy Salon & Spa 
Whole Foods Market 
Doyle's Restaurant 
Hickory Hollow 
Radio Music Theatre 
KID Kuts 
Cyclone Anaya's Restaurant 
El Rey Taqueria 
Smoothie King 
Champps Americana 
Glazed Over Ceramic Studios 
Sweet Tomatoes 
The Mad Potter 
Houston Aeros Charities 
Connie's Seafood 
Ciro's 
Naturino Shoes 
Paula Fridkin Designs 
Sheila Briones 
 
Continued on page 14 
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424 

Thanks to the generosity of local un-
derwriters, auction item donors and 
countless volunteer hours from com-
munity volunteers – including co-
chairs Stephanie Acosta, Elizabeth 
Klein and Rick Knauth and Garden 
Oaks FOM President, Shana Tatum - 
this year’s pancake breakfast was a 
bigger success than ever.  Over 500 
people enjoyed the breakfast and ini-
tial estimates suggest earnings over 
$20,000!   This is the main annual 
fundraising event the Friends of Mon-
tessori (FOM) conduct in support of 
the Montessori program at Garden 
Oaks Elementary.  It’s also a chance 
to welcome community members and 
prospective parents interested in the 
Montessori program to the school. 
 
While the Montessori Moms wel-
comed community members, sold t-
shirts and checked on silent auction 
items, the “Men of Montessori,” as the 
dads have been dubbed, flipped and 
served the pancakes.  With lines all 
the way outside the cafeteria doors, 
pancake production was at times 
slower than the demand, but all even-
tually left having enjoyed a hot break-
fast among friends and neighbors.  To 
help pass the time for those waiting in 
line, Mark Klein regaled the crowd 
with jokes while explaining why they 
were only being served one pancake 
at a time until the flippers could catch 
up.  Chad Modad served as quality 
control consultant, ensuring the cakes 
were done just right.   
 
Meanwhile, out in the dining area, 
State Representative Dwayne Bohac, 
Council Member Toni Law-
rence, Precinct 1 Justice of the 
Peace, and Judge John Gorczynski 
came to meet and greet community 
members and hear about issues on 
their minds.  Founding program fami-
lies like the Roberts, the Harmons, 
Katherine Arbiter and the Holmes all 
turned out to support the growing mo-
mentum of the Garden Oaks Montes-
sori program.  Diesel the Fox, the Dy-
namo’s mascot showed up, signing 
autographs, taking pictures and bring-
ing lots of smiles to the children and 
adults! 
 

14th Annual Pancake Breakfast 
Joe Crownover 

The lilting tones of Leah White soothed 
the crowd of eager auction bidders.  As 
bidding drew to a close, the excitement 
grew.  Terry Jeanes debated over 
which picnic basket would hold more 
bottles of wine (actually she was com-
paring plates, but I thought the wine 
bottles would get more attention...).  Ed 
de Alba was heard to say “Go ahead, 
outbid me again – make my day!  It’s 
for a good cause.”  And the grandpar-
ents of Matilde Acosta and Sarah Klein 
got into an aggressive bidding war over 
a certificate to Writers in the Schools 
summer creative writing camp, and the 
Minute Maid Park Birthday Party!  
Shana Tatum and Tonya Knauth kept 
secretly outbidding each other on the 
quilt hand-made by Ms. Blanco’s class, 
while I bemoaned the fact that brunch 
with the bears at Shellye Arnold and 
Tina Sabuco’s house had grown too 
rich for my blood. 
 
As the pancake furor died down and 
the constable and art cars drove away, 
Olga Suarez helped the children finish 
their arts and crafts projects while pro-
spective Montessori parents had the 
chance to meet our teachers and tour 
the classrooms.  Winners began to col-
lect their items and their children and 
return home after a tasty community 
event.  I never did see Stephanie 
Acosta or Elizabeth Klein actually sit 
down for breakfast, but hopefully they 
are at home right now with their hus-
bands rubbing their feet. 
 
Thanks to everyone who helped make 
the event a hit!  Funds raised through 
events like this go directly to the pro-
gram, paying for the purchase of up-
dated classroom materials, 6 teacher 
assistant salaries and professional de-
velopment for Teachers and their assis-
tants. 
 
Friends of Montessori (FOM) is a 501
(c)(3) organization dedicated to ex-
panding the opportunity for and main-
taining the integrity and excellence of 
Montessori programs in public 
schools. For more information about 
FOM and how you can get involved, go 
to:  www.fomhouston.org 
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Advertising & Article Submission Guidelines 

Size Single Six Months Twelve 
Months 

2 1/4 x 2 3/8 $60.00 $300.00 $580.00 

4 1/5 x 2 3/8 $90.00 $485.00 $920.00 

Half Page $110.00   

Full Page $180.00   

Back Cover $300.00   

Inserts (full page only, 
single or double 
sided) Color request 
extra charge. 

$300.00   

The Garden Oaks Gazette is the  
official publication of the Garden Oaks 
Civic Club and is published on a 
monthly basis.  It  is hand delivered to 
1,550 homes the first week of each 
month.   
 
The Gazette’s primary purpose is to 
disseminate information about Civic 
Club activities and community events. 
 
Advertising rates are shown to the right.  
If you would like to purchase ad space, 
please contact the Editor. (See page 2 
for contact information.) 
 
All articles must be submitted by the 
15th of each month for publication the 
following month.  Contributing articles 
will be printed at the Editor’s discretion 
and edited according to space availabil-
ity.  Publication of any article not re-
lated to the Civic Club does not imply 
endorsement by the Garden Oaks Civic 
Club and is solely the opinion of the 
author. 

List of homes and gardens on the 2008 Garden Oaks 
Home & Garden Tour: 

 
1. Flowers/Beard home and garden located at 223 W. 
31st. This is a great new home with stunning décor. Garden 
will also be featured. 
 
2. Murphy home located at 236 W. 34th is an adorable 
family home with great décor with a great floor plan. 
 
3. Pena home located at 713 W. 41st. This is a nice re-
model of a typical Garden Oaks cottage with great front and 
back views. Beautiful views of the pool. 
 
4. Ayers home located at 750 W. 41st. Harry James did 
the remodel on this home with is right across from the 
SPARK Park. 
 
5. Flanagan home located at 815 Azalea. Home is con-
temporary with tranquil and stunning views of the gardens. 
Home owner is an artist and her art is featured throughout. 
 
6. Bowman/Lister home located at 927 Gardenia is a 
small remodeled family home which displays owner’s out-
going and free spirited personalities. 
 
7. Suhler garden located at 4206 Alba is seen as a ther-
apy and inspiration to the home owner who has done all the 
work himself as a labor of love. 
 
8. Earl/Shaver garden located at 966 Gardenia is full of 
color with a deck and plenty of yard art. 
 
9. Garden Oaks Elementary School garden located at 
901 Sue Barnett has added much more to their water habi-
tat area including an orchard of citrus trees. 
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Critter Corner 
Casey and Mau Mau Farris 

The first day of spring will be on 
March 20th.  Spring brings all things 
good and some not so good like fleas.  
The fleas at my house have devel-
oped an immunity to Frontline and it 
could happen to you too so this month 
we talk about what to do about that.  
Our pet of the month is a gorgeous 
Springer Spaniel on the move. 
 
Pet of the Month:  “Miss March” is a 
five year old English Springer Spaniel 
named Callie.  The McLean family 
(Caroline, Sean, Lucy, Josh and Alex) 
of Section V have been fostering 
Callie for about a year now.  Callie 
was found at the Galveston pound by 
the English Springer Spaniel Rescue 
group. She loves to jump (explains 
the new fence) and chase squirrels.  
She is also a great snuggler no doubt 
taught by first dog Alex (English 
Springer Spaniel). Caroline’s parents 
were visiting from Scotland and fell in 
love with Callie and have decided to 
adopt her.  Callie will enter the United 
Kingdom via the “pet passport 
scheme” thus avoiding the six month 
quarantine.  She leaves on March 16th 
via Continental Airlines and will arrive 
in England on the 17th where she will 
then be driven to Edinburgh, Scot-
land.  Callie is full of life and energy 
and is looking forward to walks in the 
Scottish countryside and chasing rab-
bits.  Bone Voyage Callie and God-
speed!  Please see gorgeous photos 
at http://www.godogusa.com/
PetOfMonth.html. 
 
Critters 101:  Fleas Build Immunity 
to Topical Treatments 
 
 I have been using Frontline monthly 
topical flea treatment for years.  Re-
cently I found fleas on my pets.  I 
rushed to the vet and was told that 
this is becoming a common story and 
I was advised to switch to Advantage 
or the new one, ProMeris.   It may 
even be a good idea to switch through 
all the brands throughout the year to 
prevent the fleas from building immu-
nities.  Flea bites are annoying to your 
pet and to you, but they can also 
cause serious disease and health 
problems.  If you have fleas jumping 
on you straight off the furniture or car-

pet you have an infestation and you 
need to immediately treat your pets, 
your house and your yard. 
 
De-Flea Your Pet – 1.  Use a flea 
comb.  Comb through your pet’s fur 
and drop the fleas in a bowl of soapy 
water.  Flush this down the toilet when 
finished. 2.  Keep your pet clean.  
Fleas prefer dirty animals, so you can 
prevent their presence by keeping your 
pet clean. 3.  Use a flea repellant like 
topicals, powders or sprays. 4.  Keep 
your pet healthy.  Fleas are drawn to 
animals that are sick or weak. 
 
De-Flea Your House – 1.  Get flea 
bombs or call in a professional.  2.  
Bake fleas out of your house.  Fleas 
prefer temperatures between 65 – 80 
degrees.  Remove children, plants and 
pets, close up the house and turn up 
the heat.  Go on an outing for the day. 
3. Use a dehumidifier.  Get the humid-
ity down to less than 70 percent and 
the fleas will leave.  4.  Vacuum sev-
eral times each week.  Seal the vac-
uum bag in a plastic bag immediately 
and discard away from the house. 
 
De-Flea Your Garden – 1.  Spray 
beneficial nematodes.  Look for bene-
ficial nematode products that will spe-
cifically control flea larvae.  2. Block 
entrances to the house.  Make sure 
that any doors and windows that are 
usually left open have secure screens. 
 
Casey Farris is owner/operator of Bone 
Voyage Pet Sitting Services and Go 
Dog USA, Home of the Go Dog Social 
Club and Go Dog Academy @ Urban 
Tails.   Mau Mau is owner/operator of 
Casey.  Please forward your questions 
and pet news to 
Csey@GoDogUSA.com  
or call 713-688-6363. 

 
2008 January  & February Stats will 
be posted next month. 
 

PRECINCT ONE  
CONSTABLE DISPATCH 

713 – 755 - 7628  
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Thank you to all Garden Oaks 
neighbors who have stepped up and 
completed their 2008 Constable Sup-
porter form. You do make a difference 
in the security of our community. 
A list of supporters may be seen on this 
page. Please understand if you name 
does not appear it may be a delay in 
receipt from the PO Box to the Consta-
ble committee. If you have questions 
email ( terry@terryjeanes.com or call 
713 812 9154) 
 
Those who may not yet have made a 
contribution please see the link with the 
form http://www.gardenoaks.org/
Resources/ContributorForm.pdf or one 
as provided in the Gazette. 
 
And as always the most important addi-
tion to keeping the neighborhood more 
secure is to be aware and call should 
you see anything the least bit unusual. 
Take a moment Now …and program 
in the Constable Dispatch Number in 
your cell phone or home 
phone….713 755 7628.  
Your call could make a difference. 
 
Constable Program benefits in-
cluded in the $180 per year dona-
tion: 

• 40 hours of a designated Harris 
County Constable ( in addition to the 
GOMO contract of 40 hrs. per week) A 
total of 80 hrs per week!!!! 

Vacation watch by Harris County Con-
stable. Forms available at: 
www.gardenoaks.org  
Resources Security Checks for insur-
ance discounts. 

• Alarm contact/ response by Harris 
County Constable 

• Perceived value by prospective 
new neighbors considering buying in 
Garden Oaks because the neighbors 
work collectively to make the neighbor-
hood safer 
Low Cost. The annual fee is $180 per 
year (Jan-Dec), which is less than 50 
cents per day. There are two payment 
options. An annual check of $180 or a 
bank draft option of $15 per month. 
Contact Terry Jeanes at 713-812-9154 
or terry@terryjeanes.com with any 
questions. 

Constable Program 
Terry Jeanes 

Precinct One 
Deputies  
enjoy pancake 
breakfast with 
Garden oaks 
Students. 
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The Spangler Family 
Allure 
Dromgoole's 
Eastern Chinese Restaurant 
Jamba Juice 
Pappas Restaurant 
Pizzitola's BBQ 
Academy 
BARBECUE INN 
Dacapos Pastry Café 
Doodles Baby Gifts & More 
Mason Jar 
Molina's 

The Daily Grind 
Wind Water Gallery 
Chatters 
Container Store 
Cornelius Nurseries Inc 
Café Express 
Dragon Bowl  
Epicure Cafe  
Flying Saucer Pie Co  
Garden Oaks Garden Club  
Buchanan's Native Plants  
James Coney Island  

La Madeleine  
Melanie Evans  
Miller's Cafe   
Rainbow Popcorn 
Spaghetti Western  
Young at Art  
Read it Again Books  
River Oaks Bookstore  
Roznovsky's Hamburgers   
Star Pizza #2 (Washington)   
The Children's Museum of Houston 
The Gomez Family  

14th Annual Pancake Breakfast & Silent Auction 
Program Underwriters 
 
Silver Level 
$1500 Sponsor 
Harry James Design and Construction 
Elton and Linda Arceneaux 
 
Bronze Level  
$1000 Sponsor 
The Hampton at Post Oak 
 
Lumberjack 
$750 Sponsor 
Suzanne Anderson Properties 
 
Short Stack 
$500 Sponsor 
Duncan and Nancy DuBroff 
ANT Enterprises, Inc             
                             
Garden Oaks Special 
$250 Sponsor 
Ed and Brenda de Alba 
Richard and Sheilla Klein 
Jason and Mercedes Torres 
S.C.M. Construction Services 
Karen Derr Realty and Associates 
 
Silver Dollar Special         
$100 Sponsor 
Stairways, Inc 
All Star Construction  
Iland Computer Solutions  
Mary Jule and Joseph Tatum  
Deanna and Will Zugheri 
Sustala Family 
Alan and Suzanne Stahlman        
Jared D. Nielsen & Associates  
Pat Lemley of Heights Cleaners            
Shelley Rogers and Pat Buron 
 
Maple Syrup Sponsors 
Terry Jeanes 

14th Annual Pancake Breakfast & Silent Auction 
Program In Kind Donors continued 
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Civic Club 
Meeting  7PM 

GO Elm. 

Memorial ad 
���� ���� ���� 	�
� ���� ��� ����

      1 

2 3  5 6 
 

    GO Kids  

7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16  18 GOMO  
Meetting 

 21 Easter egg hunt 
4 P.M. 
Rick Englert Park 

 24 25 26 27 28  

30 31      

March 2008 

Civic Club 
Meeting  
@ 7pm 

St. Patrick’s 
Day 

Volunteer workday 
Gazebo Park (Sue 
Barnett & W. 42nd) 
9:00 A.M. 

Garden Oaks  
Sisterhood 
Meeting 

Happy Easter 
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