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Montessori
Pancake Breakfast

JESSICA MODAD

On Saturday October 25, Garden
Oaks Elementary hosted its 10" annual
Pancake Breakfast. As always, this was
a free event open to the entire Garden
Oaks community. We are pleased to
announce that the breakfast raised over
$2,400 for the Friends of Montessori
at Garden Oaks Elementary.

In addition to the breakfast, there was
also a silent auction with wonderful
prizes, including four tickets to see the
Rockets play at the new Toyota Cen-
ter; his and hers watches from 1. W.
Marks Jewelers; and a date night com-
plete with limousine service, theatre
tickets, and dinner for two. Some of
these prizes were an absolute steal.

The kids enjoyed a sock hop, crafts
table, and moonwalk, as well as all of
the orange juice, pancakes, and sau-
sage they could eat, all while wearing
their Halloween costumes.

Thank you to the volunteers that helped
make this possible, and to all of the do-
nors and supporters of Montessori at
Garden Oaks Elementary.

See Donor List on page 9

The Joys of
Christmas

SUSAN LAFORET & LINNIE FREEMAN
Program Co-facilitators

Plans are underway for the “Joys of
Christmas” program at St. Michael’s
Episcopal Church (1613 W. 43). The
program will take place on Sunday,
December 21, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.
There is no charge or request for do-
nations, as this is considered to be a
gift to the neighborhood.

The live nativity will include a donkey,
sheep, and lambs, and we invite visi-
tors to choose from costumes and play
roles of shepherds, angels, or the Holy
Family. There will be carols and refresh-
ments, as well as activities for the chil-
dren. Please call 713-681-6422 for
more information.

Fiona Fahey and Kelly Dieter
Wide-eyed angels at St. Michael s
“Joys of Christmas” program
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Civic Club Meeting
& Potluck Dinner

Tuesday, December 2™

Please plan to join us at out annual pot-
luck dinner. Last names from A-M should
bring a meat dish or other casserole-type
entrée. Last names from N-Z should
bring a side dish, vegetable dish or a des-
sert.

The 2004 Civic Club officers and the
budget will be voted on at this meeting.




Civic Club Officers

President Kenneth Santos

713 686 6012 974 W. 42n
President@GardenOaks.org

Vice President Josh Hamilton

713 695 7347 858 Azalea
VicePresident@GardenOaks.org
Treasurer Margie Dalton

713 705 0499 1063 W. 42nd
Treasurer@GardenOaks.org

Secretary Lori Kennedy

713 691 6833 750 Sue Barnett
Secretary(@GardenOaks.org

Committee Chairs

Beautification Rick Grochoske
713 864 8164
Beautification@GardenOaks.org
Citizens on Patrol Carl Waters, Jr.
713 864 1992
GOCOP@GardenOaks.org
Constable Program Terry Jeanes
713 812 9154
Constable@GardenOaks.org
Co-Chair Susan Saranie
713 861 7994
GardenOaks.org Joe Muscara
713 691 6833
Webmaster@GardenOaks.org
Co-Chair Josh Hamilton
713 695 7347
Membership Chris Lindsay
713 819 8412
Membership@GardenOaks.org
HomeTour Sheila Briones
713 861 8091

HomeTour@GardenOaks.org

Gazette Contacts

Editor Rebecca Ferguson

713 686 5284 914 W. 43rd
Gazette@GardenOaks.org

Assistant Editor Hector Willars

713 446 7766

Advertising Director Jackie Adams
713 862 5506
GazetteAds@GardenOaks.org

Billing Margie Dalton

713 705 0499

Delivery Amanda Carlin

713 263 1026 1010 LaMonte
GazetteDelivery@GardenOaks.org

The Garden Oaks Gazette is the offi-
cial publication of the Garden Oaks
Civic Club and is published on a
monthly basis. Submission deadline
is the 15" of each month for publi-
cation the next month unless other-
wise noted. NO EXCEPTIONS. Pub-
lication of any article does not im-
ply endorsement by the Garden
Oaks Civic Club and is solely the
opinion of the author.
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ﬁ// From the Editor’s Desk

Once again, | have waited until the very
last minute to write. Aside from the fact
that I have the art of procrastination
down to a science, [ had many things on
my mind this month and was unsure of
where to begin.

I want to start out by thanking all of the
officers and volunteers (past and present)
who have helped mold this neighborhood
into what it is today. Without all of you,
all of the accomplishments and prestige
the neighborhood has achieved over the
years would not have been possible. I
hope that this positive trend continues to
grow with the new year and the new
officers.

As 2004 draws steadily nearer, I find
myselfreflecting on some of my actions
and decisions from this year. One of the
biggest things I did in 2003, outside of
the realm of school and work, was to
take on the role of editor for the Ga-
zette. Now, certainly this was not a
monumental life change—in fact, aside
from some initial schedule adjustments
and a little more swearing than usual to-
ward the end of each month, taking on
the job didn’t really seem like a big
change at all. But with each issue that I
have done, I have realized more and
more the significance of our little news-
letter. It is the only form of communica-
tion that reaches each person in the
neighborhood, written by the residents,
for the residents. And truthfully, I play a
rather small role in all this. My job would
be pointless if there were no one to pro-
vide content. We all play a part in this,
and the more I’ve thought about it, the
more profound it all seems to be.

There has always been discussion from
time to time about things to do differ-
ently with various programs in the neigh-
borhood, including the Gazette. And
throughout my life, I have rarely encoun-
tered a situation in which there was not
room for improvement. It is this kind of

REBECCA FERGUSON
Gazette Editor

forward thinking that has brought our
neighborhood the recognition that it has
long enjoyed. Think where just this news-
letter would be if every new editor had
felt that the Gazette was as good as it
was ever going to get. We would each
be receiving a single sheet of paper ev-
ery month with about three articles on
it. Some neighborhoods do have this, or
something very similar, and it has very
little effect on the residents because
many find nothing in it of value. Our
Gazette, however, has something in it for
everyone, and I do my very best every
month to include every article that I re-
ceive. And I will continue to do so, as
long as all of you keep sending them to
me.

I hope that in the midst of all of the holi-
day hustle and bustle, everyone can take
amoment to look around and think, “This
certainly is a wonderful place to call
‘home.” ” I know that I will, and I have
all of the kind, helpful, and supportive
people whom I’ve had the privilege of
meeting and working with to thank for
that.

I would love to meet more of you, and
the monthly Civic Club meetings are a
great place to do just that. I have heard
many people say that they don’t attend
the meetings because of all the drama.
But keep in mind the fact that everyone
at the meeting is allowed to offer their
ideas and opinions. And the meetings
aren’t really all that dramatic—they have
often been rather productive. If the
meetings still aren’t for you, I understand.
But write something, join a neighborhood
organization, talk to your neighbors. Our
little neighborhood has many great things
to offer each of its residents. Why not
take advantage of the opportunities?

AsI’ve been a bit long-winded, I'll close
by simply wishing everyone a most joy-
ful holiday, and a bright and prosperous
new year.



President Santos Bids “Adieu”

“Apathy in my neighborhood? I don’t
think so!” That’s how I concluded my
first letter as President of the Garden
Oaks Civic Association two years ago.
For two wonderful years, I have had
the pleasure and honor to serve as your
President. I have had the opportunity
and privilege of working with many con-
cerned and involved individuals from
our neighborhood. I have been fortu-
nate enough to meet many people that
I otherwise wouldn’t have had I not
been involved. And I’ve also made a
few new friends along the way. It’s been
said that success is measured not only
in achievements, but also in lessons
learned, lives touched, and moments
shared along the way.

Some of the high points of the past two
years include:

* An extremely successful Home
Tour in 2002 thanks to Sheila
Briones and her committee of tal-
ented neighborhood volunteers.

e Under the direction of Sam
Stengler, GOMO became a reality
for four of the five sections.

*  Chris Lindsay, chair of the mem-
bership committee, revamped the
dues structure and increased the
number of dues-paying households
to the highest level it’s been in quite
awhile.

¢ The Beautification committee, lead
by Rick Grochoske and a band of
residents primarily from Section
1A, succeeded in turning “milk jug
park” into the Randall Street Park
with beautiful natural landscaping.

*  The Fourth of July bike parade, on
hiatus for the last several years, was
resurrected and proved to be a

KENNETH SANTOS

Civic Club President
most enjoyable way to start the
holiday, thanks to Brenda de Alba
and her committee.

Although attendance at Civic Club
meetings has not been what I would
have liked to see, it still provides a great
forum for residents to voice their opin-
ions, hear from our elected officials, and
take care of business. Can Garden
Oaks have more? Is there room for
more involvement? Are we a cohesive
neighborhood? Yes, but there is always
room for improvement. I encourage the
incoming Officers 0f 2004 to think out-
side of the box. I also encourage any-
one reading this to get involved. Don’t
wait for a neighborhood crisis to occur.
Don’t let apathy take over.

There were many other events, high-
lights, and memories all made possible
by numerous other volunteers. To each
of you, I extend my sincere and heart-
felt thanks. I cannot end this, my final
letter, without publicly thanking my fel-
low officers for their understanding,
support, and guidance: Vice President
Josh Hamilton, Treasurer Margie
Dalton, and Secretary Lori Kennedy
have all made for a wonderful and en-
joyable term. I will miss working with
all of you.

Apathy in my neighborhood? I don’t
think so!

Download recent Gazettes at

http://www.GardenOaks.org/

You’d Better
Watch out...

SUSAN McMILLIAN

Santa Claus is coming...to Garden
Oaks. On Tuesday and Wednesday,
December 16 and 17, from 7:00 to 8:30
pm (weather permitting), Santa will be
in the Gazebo in the SueBarnett/West
42nd/Lamonte pocket park. There will
be wassail and cookies for all (and
candy canes for Santa visitors). Santa
has been making this special visit for
almost twenty years now, and he always
enjoys it. His lap has always been open
to pets and children of all ages! Hope
to see all of you there, ready to greet

the big guy!

Garden Club
Wraps Up 2003

ROBERT DE VEAU
Garden Club Vice President

The holidays are upon us and Decem-
ber will find club members and friends
forgoing our typical meeting to gather
at the home of Ed and Brenda de Alba
to celebrate the season with a potluck
dinner and gift exchange. It’s a perfect
way to wrap up this year and get ready
for the New Year.

Last month, the Garden Club traveled
to 373 W 19" St. for a hands-on floral
design workshop at John+Simpson Flo-
rists. If you have not yet experienced
this treasure of a store, you need to go.
Susan Simpson has filled her shop with
a delightful array of gifts, books, cards
and various sundry items that are just
perfect for that hard-to-please recipi-
ent. Of course, Susan’s specialty is
flowers and floral design—both of

Continued on page 8
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Civic Club Meeting Minutes - November 4, 2003

President Kenneth Santos called the
meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. The Oc-
tober minutes were accepted as pub-
lished.

Officer Reports

Treasurer — Margie Dalton reported
that no income was recorded in Octo-
ber. Bills for October included money
for Randall Park set-up, 2 months of
Gazette printing, and payment to Gar-
den Oaks Elementary as earmarked
from the 2002 home tour.

Standing Committee Reports
Beautification — Chair Rick
Grochoske reported that Randall Park
was the big project during the last
month; the irrigation system is complete
and the initial phase of planting is done.
Thanks to everyone who helped!
Wayne Forester made a short presen-
tation about planting trees in Grant
Park. Many trees have been lost in
Grant Park over the last several years
for various reasons. The forestry divi-
sion of the City’s Parks Department has
a program to promote natural refores-
tation of areas. The City would pro-
vide and deliver the seedlings and
mulch, and the Civic Club would com-
mit to providing the labor to plant and
water for 2 years (though the City
would still pay for the water). Wayne
will continue to investigate so a formal
proposal can be adopted by the Civic
Club. The City would need a signed
letter of commitment from the Civic
Club. Contact Rick Grochoske at 713-
864-8164 for more information or to
volunteer.

GOCOP - Chair Carl Waters reported
the September crime statistics. There
were 10 reported crimes for the month
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and 79 so far this year. Volunteers are
always needed. Contact Carl at 713-
864-1992 to find out how to become a
GOCORP patroller!

GardenOaks.org — Joe Muscara and
Josh Hamilton reported that the discus-
sion forums are available from a link on
the GO home page. Robert De Veau
announced that the list-serve will be dis-
appearing on January 1.

Gazette — Kenneth Santos reminded
everyone that the deadline for submis-
sions is the 15th of every month and that
Rebecca’s birthday is on the 11th.
Brenda de Alba asked about the Ga-
zette budget and why there was a defi-
cit. There was much discussion about
the cost of the Gazette and Trey Wood
suggested tabling discussion and form-
ing acommittee to investigate. President
Santos stated that a committee was not
necessary at this time and that he would
mention to Rebecca to think about ways
to cut costs. There was more discus-
sion on cost cutting measures including
changing the way the Gazette is printed,
cutting articles, and limiting the number
of pages. It was then mentioned that the
Gazette income budget was reduced
significantly because membership con-
tributions are no longer designated spe-
cifically for Gazette, and that several
other committees do not bring in in-
come. Trey Wood moved to table dis-
cussion and form an ad hoc committee
to explore cost cutting alternatives. The
motion was seconded and passed. Con-
tact Rebecca at Gazette@GardenOaks.org
regarding submissions.

Membership — Brenda de Alba an-
nounced that the 2003 Civic Club
membership list was published in last

LORIKENNEDY
Secretary

month’s Gazette. Ed de Alba won the
door prize.

Ad Hoc Committee Reports
Cookbook (Membership) — Josh
Hamilton said recipes are still needed.
The committee will be meeting some
time in November and will review dif-
ferent formats. Contact Jane at
Recipes@GardenOaks.org to submit
recipes.

Home Tour—Terry Jeanes announced
the next meeting is November 11,2003,
at 7:00 p.m. at 1051 Althea. All com-
mittee chair positions have been filled.
This year’s home & garden tour theme
will be Yesterday, Today and Tomor-
row. Contact Sheila Briones at
HomeTour@GardenOaks.org for
more information or to volunteer.

Nominating Committee - Craig Lee
stated the committee has compiled a
slate of officers for next year. The of-
ficers are: Trey Wood, President; Chris
Lindsay, Vice President; Mike
Dishberger, Treasurer; and Diane King,
Secretary. The slate will be presented
for Civic Club approval at the Decem-
ber meeting. Nominations will also be
taken from the floor.

Other Reports

Garden Club — Robert De Veau an-
nounced there will be a second work-
day in Friendship Park on November
8,2003. They will be planting daffodil
bulbs and will sell any extras at a dis-
count. The next meeting is November
13,2003 on floral design. Contact Ed
de Alba at 713-694-5934 for more in-
formation or to join.

GOMO—Mike Dishberger announced

that elections for a Section 1 representa-
Continued on page 9



What’s Cookin’?

JANE HAMILTON

We are well underway with the prepa-
ration of the Garden Oaks Cookbook,
but we still need more recipes! The
cookbooks will be on sale at the 2004
Home & Garden Tour in April, but in
order to make our deadlines, we need
to have all recipes in by early January.
We hope to have at least 100 recipes
for publication. We would like to have
enough recipes to divide the book into
sections or themes, so by contributing,
you’ll not only providing a recipe, but
you’ll also be helping to shape the book
itself.

Please submit your recipe to
http://bbs.gardenoaks.org/, and open the
recipe forum in the temporary forums
section. The only information that is re-
quired besides the recipe is your name
and how long you’ve lived in Garden
Oaks. Recipes may also be sent via
email to recipes@gardenoaks.org.

If you do not have access to the internet,
mail your recipes to: Jane Hamilton, 858
Azalea, Houston, TX 77018.

Notes from GOMO

SAM STENGLER

The Garden Oaks Maintenance Orga-
nization (GOMO) is happy to announce
the election of two directors for Sec-
tion 1.

Gig Runge has been a Section 1 GOMO
Director since GOMO began, and is
also our current Treasurer. His re-elec-
tion gives him a new three-year term as
a Director.

Diane King is also a new Director for
Section 1. She has owned property in

Section 1 of Garden Oaks for many
years, and lived here for quite a while
in the 1970’s and 1980°s. She has re-
cently retuned to Garden Oaks after a
short stay in Corpus Christi, and we
welcome her back to the neighborhood
and to our Board of Directors.

Our next GOMO meeting will be on
Wednesday, December 10, at 7:00
p.m., at the Kroger’s on W. 43, We
will not hold a plan review meeting af-
ter the December 2 Garden Oaks Civic
Club meeting, due to the pot-luck event
that night. All Garden Oaks property
owners are welcome to attend the meet-

ing.

Just areminder: if you are going to re-
model your home here in Garden Oaks,
and live in Sections 1, 2, 3, or 5, you
will need to contact one of your section
Directors to see about submitting plans
for approval.

Full Service Lawn Maintenance
and
Landscape Design

DAVID BARTULA
713-688-4244

Commercial Residential

SHANNON &-ASSOCIATES. INC
Shannan L, Nokon, ASID

Qagiith Inberiar Dmgni' #2006

thudio  713.802.9301
f 75800007
wireless 713-304.255

RasiJonl:ial Ejl Commmial lntwiur Duign
R-Juvnlion ' Cohrhu:".ldn

08 WTHSTREST  LOUSTON. TEXAS e

GOMO BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Section 1

Donna Archer (2005)
Home:

Cell:

503 W. 32" St
dwright8@houston.rr.com

713-863-0532
281-435-9970
Houston, TX 77018

Tim Gunther (2004)

Home: 713-861-1336

336 W. 33" St Houston, TX 77018
timothy gunther@msn.com

Louis “Gig” Runge

Home: 713-869-5623

236 W. 331 St Houston, TX 77018
Section 2

Sam Stengler (2005)

Home: 713-694-5566

Cell: 281-773-3478

710 Sue Barnett Houston, TX 77018
sstengler@covad.net

David Hoyer (2004)

Home: 713-699-8171

720 W. 43" St Houston, TX 77018
dhoyer@houston.rr.com

Section 3

Richard Stark (2005)

Home: 713-691-1067

1335 Sue Barnett
rstark@lucascareers.com

Houston, TX 77018

Mike Dishberger (2004)
Home:

Office:

862 W. 42™ St
dishberger@aol.com

713-695-7916
713-864-9190
Houston, TX 77018

Section 5
Malcolm Taylor
Home:

1030 W. 41+ St

713-956-8872
Houston, TX 77018

Kitchens * Bathrooms

Additions * Roofing

SIAN-CO

Home Improvements

* Remodels
* Renovations
* New Construction

713-462-5392

Est. 1993

Painting * Flooring

Custom Cabinetry  Tile
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PRO-TEC
PEST CONTROL

WE ARE A FULL-SERVICE
PEST CONTROL
COMPANY

CALLFORYOUR
FREE ESTIMATE

713-680-1672
SENIOR AND FIRST-
TIME DISCOUNTS

OWNER IS A GARDEN OAKS
RESIDENT

NEW HORIZON

Stuebner
Airline

T LB

Onwmzr/ Pt Lover

weany. QODOEES Com
Remember lo book sarly for the holdays!
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Citizens on Patrol

CARL WATERS, JR.

Hoppy holidage one and all from your friends and neighbore
agb the Citizene on Patrol.

Christmas is the time of year when many
organizations seek help for the poor and
needy. Please use caution when mak-
ing contributions. Recently, two young
men in the neighborhood were going
door to door asking for contributions.
They claimed to be college students
from the University of Houston, collect-
ing for local charities. An alert neighbor
contacted the University of Houston and
was told they did not participate in
projects like that.

Be cautious also of persons selling
magazines door-to-door. The city of
Houston requires that all door-to-door
solicitors have a permit. If the individual
at your door does not have one, he/she
is in violation of the law and should be
reported to the authorities. In the case
of'telephone solicitors, have them send
you documentation on their programs
before agreeing to send them any
money. Telephone pleas are a good way
to get money and not provide a service
inreturn. Please remember to never
give out credit card information
over the phone to anyone that you
did not call.

September Crime Statistics (10)

Robbery (1)
700 block of W. 431 St. on Thursday,
September 18 at 8:30 p.m. (street)

Aggravated Assault (1)
3400 block of N. Shepherd on Sun-
day, September 7 at 9:00 a.m. (street)

Burglaries (4)
500 block of W. 34t St. on Monday,
September 1 at midnight (residence)

800 block of W. 31% St. on Thursday,
September 11 at 10:00 p.m. (garage)
1000 block of Sue Barnett on Tues-
day, September 16 at 2:20 p.m. (resi-
dence)

200 block of W. 31% St. on Wednes-
day, September 17 at 7:45 a.m. (resi-
dence)

Burglary of a Motor Vehicle (3)
2900 block of N. Shepherd on Mon-
day, September 1 at 3:00 p.m. (park-
inglot)

2900 block of N. Shepherd on Mon-
day, September 15 at 9:00 p.m. (park-
inglot)

700 block of W. 41 St. on Wednes-
day, September 24 at 5:45 p.m. (street)

Driving While Intoxicated (1)
3200 Block of N. Shepherd on Satur-
day, September 27 at 3:59 a.m. (street)

Also listed on the report was the bur-
glary of amotor vehicle which occurred
on Wednesday, August 6 at 7:00 p.m.
in the 700 block of W. 43, The Au-
gust numbers were adjusted accord-
ingly. Currently, 79 crimes have been
reported by HPD in our neighborhood.
This is 5 fewer incidents than reported
in 2002.

Emergency Phone Numbers
Call these first, then call Carl Waters
to report neighborhood crimes

HPD (Non-Emergency) - 713-884-3131
Precinct 1 Constable Dispatch - 713-755-7628
Crimes in Progress, Fire, or Ambulance - 911
All Other City Services - 311




A Little Yuletide Reading

KAREN WIERSEMA

Media Specialist— Garden Oaks Elementary Library

The holidays are a great time to keep
up traditions and bond with our friends
and families. A wonderful bonding tra-
dition to begin or continue is reading to
your children. Education experts con-
firm what you may already know: read-
ing for fun has a profound impact on
our children. It not only introduces them
to facts, fables, and fun, but it can also
increase math scores, develop reading
comprehension, and improve vocabu-
lary, grammar, and punctuation skills.
Books make wonderful gifts. Most of
the holiday books listed here can be
found at Amazon.com, Book Stop, or
Barnes & Noble. This is just a small
sample of all of the wonderful holiday
books available.

Arthur’s Christmas by Marc Brown

Gaston the Green-Nosed Alligator by
James Rice

The Christmas Miracle of Jonathan
Toomey by Susan Woiciechowski

Clifford’s Christmas by Norman
Bridwell

Franklin's Christmas Gift by Paulette
Bourgeois

The Gift of the Magi by O. Henry

How the Grinch Stole Christmas by
Dr. Seuss

How the Reindeer Saved Santa by
Carolyn Haywood

The Night before Christmas by Clem-
ent Clarke Moore

The Nutcracker by Mary Jane Auch

Olive the other Reindeer by Vivian
Walsh

The Polar Express by Chris Van
Allsburg

Theodore Was Here by Gregory & Puls

The Beautiful Christmas Tree by
Charlotte Zolotow

Celebrating Kwanzaa by Diane Hoyt-
Goldsmith

The Gifts of Kwanzaa by Synthia Saint
James

My First Kwanzaa Book by Deborah
M. Newton Chocolate

Crafts for Kwanzaa by Kathy Ross

Kwanzaa Karamu: cooking and
crafts for a Kwanzaa feast by April
Brady

December Secrets by Patricia Reilly
Giff

Elijah’s Angel: a story for Chanukah
and Christmas by Michael Rosen

Celebrations of Light: a Year of Holi-
days around the World by Nancy
Luenn

A Great Miracle Happened There: a
Chanukah Story by Karla Kuskin

Hanukah Money by Sholem Aleichem
Moishe s Miracle: a Hanukkah Story
by Laura Krauss Melmed

Our Eight Nights of Hanukkah by
Michael J. Rosen

Songs of Chanukah by Jeanne
Modesitt

Have a wonderful holiday!

Garden Oaks
REALTY

Residential and Commercial Real Estate
SPECIALIZING IN INNER LOOP
Personalized Service
Broker Owned and Operated
SHARON LAUDER, BROKER
Garden Oaks Resident for 22 years!

373 1/2 WN. 19th St.
(713) 862-3747

Swilley-Hudson

Diana Tarley-James
713-869-0456 Office
713-539-0569 Mobile

www.DianaTarley.com

We buy and sell houses to
be moved!

Houses on blocks or slab

Call Us Before Doing Your
Plans!

J. A. Drake
Companies, Inc.

713 694-0301

'.’-‘ Carlson
WA Reporting

1130 Misls Baparasn Bullding
Trévis Girest

Houston, Texns 77008

Tal: 715 3463, 8500

Fax- T13.885.8501
WAWW.CARLSOMREPCRTIMNG.COM

SUETIN, BESLMONT,
CoRPUSs CHRISTI,
DaLLAS FORT WadRTH
CrALWESTIORM, FOLHETORN
SrdEs SR O T Pk
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AMS REMODELING

+ Room Additions
+ Garages

» Garage Conversiong
* Kitchens
+ Bathrooms
* Hardie Siding
» Painting
REMODELING + Ceramic Tile
Commerzial « Besidential « Patiﬂ CD"-I'EFS
+ Sheetrock

Call for
FREE ESTIMATE

713-773-6803

Serving the Garden Oaks/Oak Forest Area for 19 Years

Better Dusiness Bureau Member

For all of Your
Printing & Bookbinding
Needs

@ O.D.’s Printing

Neighbor helping neighbor

Oscar D. Ochoa
Owner

8924 Emmott Road
713-896-0052

CREEMY 0D KING
PR OPERTIES

ZUGHERI

www, GardenOaksHomes.com

BANW A
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Garden Club Wraps up 03

Continued from page 3

which took center stage at our last
meeting. After a brief intro on the ba-
sics of design, Susan turned the us loose
to create our own arrangements. With
some coaching from Susan and Bill, her
very talented designer, we all learned
o “green” our bases before adding
flowers. With a lot of laughter, a little
help, and many words of encourage-
ment, everyone left with a beautiful
tabletop arrangement and a better ap-
preciation for the art of arranging. But
if you prefer to let the professionals do
it for you, call John+ Simpson at (713)
862-8717 for all your floral needs.

On Saturday, November 8, several
club members turned out at Friendship
Park to plant masses of daffodils. These
are sure to provide a springtime spec-
tacle next year and for years thereafter.
The variety planted is ‘Fortune,” known
for naturalizing in Houston. One thou-
sand bulbs were purchased with some
also going into the Rose Garden and
several other pocket plantings around
the neighborhood.

Garden Club meetings are open to all
residents and friends of Garden Oaks.
If you would like to become a member
of the Garden Club, annual dues are
only $10. For more information about
the Garden Oaks Garden Club, call me
at (713) 686-6012. We meet the sec-
ond Thursday of every month at 7:00
pm. Most meetings feature a guest
speaker followed by a brief business
meeting. In addition, the Garden Club
is responsible for the maintenance of
Friendship Park and we conduct 2
work-days (one in the spring and one
in the fall) when we add new plantings,
replace the mulch, and tidy up the beds.

From all of us as the Garden Club, to
all of you, we wish you happy holidays
and a blooming new year!

Garden Club Officers
President
EddeAlba
713 694-5934
Vice President
RobertDe Veau
713 686-6012
Secretary
Chris Lindsay
713819-8412
Treasurer
Janet Cones
713956-7340
RobertDe Veau
Yard of the Month
Janet Cones
Sunshine
Susan Gunther
Phone Committee
Barbara Ballance

Yarcl of the Month
, T}we DecembcrYard of the

o Month is in Scctlon i, at
508 \/\/est 55“4 Strcet, the
home of Tom and f“leicn
Thcakcr. Thcg have lived

998. Theg say

the beautiful appearance of

there since 1

their 5arcl and the umcluelg~
shapcd shrubs are due to the
¢ talent and diligence of Juan
Bahena their lanc{scaper
DI‘IVC b and take a look. ]
think ’cwo of the shrubs look

like Hying saucers. Peautifull

6Z3\<A:=.-:- S o

Tom and Helen win a free flat of flowers
and one hour garden consultation from
“The Garden Guy” (see www.garden-

'. guy.com or call (281) 208-4400 for in-
ﬁ[ormatlon on the landscape services they

Q) offer).

o



Minutes
Continued from page 4

tive will follow the Civic Club meeting.
Additional directors are still needed for
Sections 2, 3, and 5.

Old Business

Craig Lee mentioned that he is talking
with Burlington Northern and is still try-
ing to get a representative to speak at a
Civic Club meeting.

New Business

President Santos mentioned that be-
cause there was no Home & Garden
Tour in 2003, no money had been set
aside to donate to Garden Oaks El-
ementary. The school lets us use their
facilities every month for meeting space
at no charge to the Civic Club. Mike
Dishberger moved to donate $1000 to
the school. The motion was seconded
and passed.

Announcements

The next Civic Club meeting is Decem-
ber 2,2003, and will be the annual pot
luck dinner.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:56 p.m.
Meeting refreshments were generously
provided by Terry Jeanes of ReMax/
METRO.

Check out the new Garden Oaks
Neighborhood Forums on the
Garden Oaks web site.

10th Annual Pancake
Breakfast Donor List

See Montessori article on page 1

Alexander’s Fine Portrait Design
Alley Theatre

Robert and Gisele Andrews
Brennan’s

Carrabba’s

Challal Café and Grill

The Children’s Museum of Houston
Classic 3 Golf

Michael Contello

The Cookie Art Cart

Craig’s Cleaners

Ernst & Young

Events

Foodarama

FOM & Garden Oaks Parents
Gabriel Tran Photography

Dr. Holmes Chiropractor

Houston Aeros

I.W. Marks Jewelers

Jake’s Finer Foods

James Coney Island

Kathy Johnson

Livingwell Solutions

Main Street Theater

Michael Walls

Museum of Health & Medical Science
National Pet Center

Radio Music Theatre

Rice Epicurean Markets

Marc and Jane Ann Roberts

Gig and Betsey Runge

Sheraton Houston Brookhollow Hotel
Six Flags Astroworld

The Spaghetti Western Italian Café
Jim and Lou Ann Taylor

Catherine Temple

Joanna Temple

Gabriella Villegas

Robin Williams

YMCA Northwest

Deoar Garden Qaks,

P30 g R R R W SRS R RS

As we approach the New Year. I look back on all the good things that are
haoppening in Gardern Qaks .. and can only envision brighicr things o
come. I would ke to thank those in the pasi and rrow, who have worked
savery hard at preserving this waenderful neighborhood. As we celehraie
the New Fear, I would Iike to raise a gloss high and toast alf af the greait
Jokks and fricnds wha five here and have grown Bives and homes in this
Beautiful Garden. Have a safe, prosperous and a _fine New Year!

B S T S R SR e e S

Harry James, Builder

MERLE NORMAN

C O S M E S TUDTIOS

T 1 C

DIANE MORISH

Native Garden Oaks—Heights

Family Owned Business
Since 1956
In Original Location

4216 Ella @ W. 43rd
(713) 686-5993

Beauty Is My Business

THE FRAME SHOP
Experience the Personal Touch 2

* CUSTOM FRAMING - All types, traditional,
5 contemporary, show box, mirrors
&+ CONSERVATION FRAMING
<%« MATS - All colors, plus fabric mats of all types
* GLASS - Non glare, clear, UV filtering, Image
%) Perfect, oval convex glass
55 * STOCK FRAMES - Hundreds to choose from
&5 « RESTORATION OF OIL PAINTINGS
% o MOUNTING - Maps, exhibits, cloth, lamination,
boards of all types
* MIRRORS

3444 Ella Blvd. * Houston, TX 77018
713 682 4578

New Construction ®*Custom Re-Design
Renovations®Lots/Build-to-Suit
See Our Work At:
729 W. 39" St 1043 Gardenia
705 W.39" St 701 Garden Oaks Blvd
718 W.41%St 713 Garden Oaks Blvd
721 W.41%St 1026 Althea
818 W.41%St 1030 Althea
858 W.41St 4232 Apollo
862 W.41St 815 Azalea
970 W.41%St 855 Azalea
718 W. 42" St 839 Lamonte
847 W. 42" St 1325 Sue Barnett
870 W. 42" St 1458 Sue Barnett
823 W. 43St 1506 Sue Barnett
975 Gardenia 1575 Sue Barnett
HARRY JAMES BUILDING & DESIGN
(713) 695-7007
www.harryjamesbuilder.com
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HousTton
RESIDENTIAL
SERVICES
PAINTING * SIDING
DOORS *\WINDOWS
DECKS * FENCES
/13-705-7644

House Paintin
By Hand

Interior-Exterior
T13-856-5000
B32-573-K540

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling,
Carpentry. Sheetrock Repair &
Match Texture, Door Replacement

[
HHE
=7=

All major credit cards accepled

ANDREW V. SMITH
Certified Public A ccountant

* Individual Tax

* Corporate, Partnership, Estate and Trust Tax
* Accounting Services

* Financial Statement Preparation

Member Texas Society of Certified Public
Accountants and The Greater Heights Area
Chamber of Commerce

Located in the Garden Oaks Professional Building

1111 NORTH LOOP W, #715
(713) 695-5388 PHONE
(713) 695-6808 FAX

your Garden Oaks neighbor

and area specialist

RE/MAX-METRO

713-528-1800 I{
713-680-8550
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Critter Corner

Hineighbors! Now that the holidays are
here, it’s time to take stock of the good
things in life. Dogs are definitely a head-
liner in that category. But while we love
our pets, how often do we stop to re-
ally consider the reasons why we love
them and the lessons they can teach us?
Our own Mr. December is a great
teacher. Mau Mau will explain why
drinking toilet water is so “‘cool.” And
when you decorate your tree, remem-
ber that the backyard will be getting
busier as the winter birds get settled in,
so why not decorate a tree just for them,
too?

Pet of the Month

“Mr. December” is a Border Collie/
Dachshund mix named Ramses. He is
14 years old and lives in Section 1A
with his parents, Laura and Doug
Fletcher, a cat named Cleopatra (Tor-
toise) and some fish (Cichlids). Ramses
is adorable inside and outside. He has
an abundance of happiness and he al-
ways follows his heart and his nose.
Ramses says the secret to his longevity
is taking 1-2 mile walks every day, get-
ting plenty of rest, and having a smile
for everyone he meets.

Pet News

Keegan Sabuco-Arnold (miniature
Dachshund) passed away in October
at the age of 14. He battled cancer for
three months and died in the loving arms
of his family. He was affectionately
known as “The Beagle” and the love,
joy, and light he emanated will be with
us always. We also lost Seiko Antinoft
(Shepherd mix) whose feisty and inde-
pendent spirit gave us much joy and
laughter. Star Davis (Shepherd mix) is
taking agility classes and loves it. A big
welcome to the neighborhood for Felix
Caldwell (orange/white cat).

CASEY & MAU MAU FARRIS

Critters 101: 5 Holiday Lessons We
Can Learn from our Dogs

Dogs have a great capacity for hap-
piness. The simple things in life are great
wonders to a dog. Meals are holiday-
worthy, and just seeing the leash come
out creates a party atmosphere. We
have a lot to learn from our dogs in this
department: our own daily routines can
be a source of happiness. Spend time
enjoying the scents and colors of ameal
before eating it. Revel in the little things
that make you happy each day: that first
cup of coffee, the scenery surrounding
your home or work, the feeling of clean
sheets as you go to sleep. It all counts!

Dogs aren’t afraid to let everyone
know how much they care. Consider
your dog’s joy when you return home
from work. Do we always display the
same level of gratitude when we greet
our significant others? While I’m not
suggesting that we drool on anyone, we
often forget to be at the ready with a
hug when our family members arrive
home. Jump up from the computer or
sofa! Tell them how much you missed
them! Now that it’s getting darker, don’t
forget to turn on the porch light in an-
ticipation of their return. When greeting
friends, hug and tell them how much you
enjoy seeing them. Aren’t they just as
important to you as you are to your
dogs? And when you arrive home to
greet your dog, give them the same
greeting they give you! Jump with them,
cheer for them, tell them what wonder-
ful creatures you know they are.

Dogs understand the value of a daily
walk. Just getting outside for 15 min-
utes can brighten your mood. Enjoy the
wildlife and flora. Appreciate the gar-
dening work your neighbors have done.



Wave to your neighbors and say hello.
You might make a friend. Sometime it’s
justnice to feel the sun on your back.
Ask your dog. He knows.

Dogs aren’t afraid to ask for a hug.
Dogs love to snuggle up to you as close
as possible, and many will jump right in
your lap when they’re feeling lonely.
Don’tbe afraid to ask for support when
youneed it. You don’t have to wait for
the big things. Phone a friend and tell
her you need a laugh. Call mom when
you have a cold.

Dogs follow their hearts. You never
see a dog doing things he hates because
he feels obligated. Choose your friends,
hobbies, and causes wisely. Make time
to do the things that make you feel
happy and whole. Spend more time
with the people who make you feel good
and less with the people who don’t.
Don’t waste time seething about an ir-
ritating co-worker. Excuse yourself,
shake it off, and move on to the de-
lightful things you encounter. Think of
the dog park. If your dog runs into a
surly companion, he may grumble, even
growl a little, but it only lasts a moment
before he’s bounding off toward some-
thing better. And if the offender decides
he would rather play than fight, dogs
are quick to forgive.

So this holiday season, give your dog a
big hug and an extra treat. Dogs de-
serve our respect; they are some of our
most honorable teachers!

Dear Mau Mau
Why do my cats drink stale water,
flower water, and toilet bowl water:
anything but what’s in their water
bowl? T. Sabuco

First of all, we like to drink out of the
toilet because the water is usually cool.
Running water has the same appeal.
(It’s also fun to play with!) Flower wa-
ter is often tasty. We generally ignore

water placed next to our food bowls
because we don’t associate thirst with
eating. Then we forget the bowls are
there. We train our staff to place water
bowls all over the house, which is re-
placed with fresh water daily, and we
tend to drink out of those. But we still
like to drink out of the toilet on occa-
sion, and really love it when the tap is
on for us to drink from. Mau Mau

Backyard Report

Bird feeding will get busier with each
passing cooler day. Keep your bird-
baths full and clean, especially if natural
sources of water are scarce. Evergreen
trees, decorated for the birds with
strings of raisins, popcorn, nuts, and
berries, are a great seasonal enticement.

Casey Farris is owner/operator of
Bone Voyage Pet Sitting Services®©),
a Garden Oaks company offering
many services and products dedi-
cated to the welfare of our pets and
the people who love them. Mau Mau
Farris is owner/operator of Casey.
Please forward your questions and
pet news to Casey@goDOGusa.com
orcall 713-688-6363.

THEE EXPERTS INC.

Uiz A L looney

{T13) 8&3-TREE

BH3Z-ATII

FAX: ([T13) BGE-4853
INSURED FOR YOUR PROTECTION

RAERMOWAL FEATILEZING
PRALNING TMEE SALES
ETUMPF TRAAKEPLANTING
GRINOING ADOTWALL
TREE LGHTING: BETALLATION

Since 1913
Houston’s Finest
Specialty Department Store
“in the Heights”

Kaplans-Ben Hur

Visit our website!
www.kaplansbenhur.com

Mon - Sat 2125 Yale
10:00 - 6:00 713-861-2121

MALDONADO LANDSCAPING
Lawn Service & Tree Trimming
*Alao Picket Fence Installation™

Fully Insured

Servello Maldonado
(713 pelO-1465
|'_|!_-|_— {7131 51 3-60h6

PO Bars Z3MSY
Howssbon, 1R 772851454

Volunteers HElp
Build A
Stronger
Community.

Make a difference in
somecne’s life,. become a
volunteer ol Memorial Hermanmn
Morthwest Hosprital,

Please call T15-867-2085,

Foe YoUe WHOLE L
NMemorial Hermann
25t Hospital
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Useful Numbers

All City Services
(city information or
services ranging from
traffic court dates and
sewer concerns to
pothole problems and
neighborhood com-
plaints)

311

One Call Program
(Heavy trash and more)
713 956 6589

Recycling Hotline
713 837 9130

Deed Restriction Viola-
tions
City of Houston Legal
Department

713 247 2000

Bruce Tatro (District A)
713 247 2010

Dwayne Bohac
713 460 2800

John Whitmire
713 864 8701

December 2003

Sunday Monday Tuesday =~ Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
Civic Club
Meeting &
Potluck Dinner
GO Elementary
7:00p.m.
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
GOMO Meeting| Garden Club
Kroger’s on Meeting
W. 431 (Potluck Dinner
7:00 p.m. & Gift Exchange)
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Gazette Article | Santa Claus Visits Garden Oaks
Submission Gazebo Park
Deadline 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Joys of 21 22 23 24 26 27
Christmas
Program
St. Michael’s
Espiscopal i
Church Christmas
6:30-8:00 p.m. Day
28 29 30 31 [ Upcoming Events:

New Year’s
Eve

- Cookbook recipe submission dead-

line, early January

- Home and Garden Tour, 4/18

2003 Garden Oaks Civic Club Membership Form

! Name(s):

Phone:

|
| Address:

Email:

I (A) Annual Dues

I [1$25.00 Crepe Myrtle (Basic)

I []Senior Citizen $5.00

[ 1850.00 Magnolia (Intermediate)
[ ]Senior Citizen $10.00

[ ]Senior Citizen $15.00

l (B) Garden Oaks T-Shirts $15.00 each or $10.00 Member Price

I Quantity/Size: Small Medium

Large

| (C) Contribution to Garden Club $
Areyoua  newor _ renewing member? Do you ownor  rent your house?

(B)+

| Amount Enclosed:

| Make checks payable to: Garden Oaks Civic Club
| Mail form and check to: PO Box 10273, Houston, TX 77206

XLarge XXLarge $

©)=5$ Total

TOTAL

[ 1$75.00 Golden Oak (Patron)

If we publish a Neighborhood Directory, may
we include your Contact Information?

(

)Yes ( )No
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